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-SIX WEEKS TOUR, &c. 


LETTER I. 

Dear Sir, 

I Shall comply with your requeft of giv- 
ing you a few minutes of my journey 
into IValei and back again, with the ut- 
- mod readinefs. But one condition you 
. mull allow me to make with you, which 
is, that you pardon the incorre&nefs of 
, haffy letters; written from inns, farm- 
. houfes and cottages, with accuracy in no- 
. thing but the matter of my inquiries ; as to 
my language you rpuft excufe it. 1 Ih all not 
be wanting in care to gain as complete a 
knowledge as poffible of the prefent Bate of 
the agriculture, manufactures, and popula- 
tion of the feveral counties through which I 
pals; and I fhall be free enough to fcatter 
throughout my intelligence, fuch remarks 
B as 
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"as my little ‘experience will "allow Tne to 
make. I have already thrown upon pa- 
per the beginning 6f my tour from Wells 
to Hadleigh in Suffolk ; the minutes of 
which ate as folloWs.— oft 'hrft let- tile 
make fome apologies for being fo particu- 
lar in my defcription of feveral country 
feats of the nobility and gentry, I viewed, 
efpecially in Norfolk. The -profefled defign 
of my fketches is husbandry but it would 
have been great ftupidity to pafs very near 
a celebrated houfe without vietvin'g'it ; and 
when feen, there 'are ‘lb many ’thills 
worthy of ' mentioning, that I thought 
they woiild ferve to vkry ! the tenor of my 
letters in general, and 'render them fomfc- 
'wKat more entertaining. So you hiuft ac- 
cept the medley, and not be too critfcifiifg 
on any' jumble of heterogeneous parts, do 
much for apologies, which by the bye* I 
hate abominably j and * how to ' the j6#t- 
ney. r 

From Wells towards £yw« ; I moved fa- 
ther in a zig-zag manner, erbfling -the 
country more than once. r 

The plantations around Warham, the 
- feat of Sir John Turner , are difpofed with 
fo much tafte, that I Woufld not haVeydu 

go 
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go into Norfolk on the Houghton and Rel- 
iant tour without vifiting it; but what 
attracted my notice more, was Sir John's 
improvement by Sainfoyn , which he intro? 
xUieedinfio this country from Qloucejlerjhir?. 
it has flourUhed with him for many years, 
die mows it conftantly for hay, of which it 
yields a large crap, generally near three 
tunsiper acre ; but I could not find the exr 
sample followed by any of the neighboniv- 
ing farmers. Lucerne, Sir John purpofes 
paying hroadcaft, andfinglingthe plants out 
-witha .band hoe, in the method that tur- 
nips are done ; but if he brings that .method 
jto anfwer, J fhopld think .it extraordi- 
nary. 

- Holkom, the celebrated bcude of the 
dCountefs .of Leicester, built hy the lat£ 
jsarl, cannot be viewed with too much ,at- 
rtention. I was informed that it appeared 
h^ muqh the raoft magnificent when enter- 
ed .by the fouthern approach, ail'd there- 
fore went a fmall round for that advan- 
,tage;.nor did I in the leaft repent it. The 
hrft objedts are a few fmall.clumps of trees, 
which juft catch your attention, and give 
<y0U' warning of an approach: they lketch 
,;«ut the way to the triumphal .arch, under 
.. B 2 which 
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which the road runs. This ftru&ure is by 
a beautiful tafte, and finilhed in an elegant 
manner ; it is extremely light, and the 
white flint ruftics have a fine effect. &. 
narrow plantation on each fide a broad vifi. 
to, leads from hence to the obelifk, a mile 
and a half: this plantation, I fhould ob- 
ferve, ought to be much broader, for you 
fee the light through many parts of it; but 
I apprehend it only a fketch of what the 
late Earl defigned, and not meant as com- 
plete. At the bottom of the hill, on which 
the obelilk Hands, are the two porters lod- 
ges, fmall, but very neat ftru&ures. Riling 
with the hill, you approach the obelilk’, 
through a very fine plantation; and no- 
thing can be attended with a better effedf, 
than the viltos opening at once. There 
are eight, i. To the fouth front of the 
houfe. 2. To Holkam church, on the top 
of a lleep hill, covered with wood ; a mbft 
beautiful obje£V. 3. To the town of Wells t 
a parcel of fcattered houfes appearing in 
the wood. 4. To the triumphal arch : — the 
rell to diftant plantations. Viftos are 
by no means the tafte of the prefent 
age, but fuch a genius as lord Leicejler 
might be allowed to deviate from Jajhion in 
8 favour 
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favour of beauty and propriety. Nothing 
can be more regular than the front of a 
great houfe, the approach to it ought there- 
fore to partake of this regularity : Becaufe 
ftraight cuts are out of fafliion, it would be 
an abfurdity to take a winding courfe to 
the houfe door, for the fake of catching 
objects aflant, and irregularly : fuch ma- 
nagement is to the full in as falfe a taftc, as 
regular cuts where the houfe is out of the 
queftion.For inftance,thofe from the temple 
at Holkam , which, however, command ex- 
ceedingly beautiful objefts; amongft others, 

Welh church The lake in the park, 

which is feen from hence through fome 
fpreading trees in a moll pi&urefque man- 
ner- A planted hill The fea and 

the reft, diftant plantations. 

The houfe may be faid to confift of five 
quadrangles, the center, and the four 
wings : — Not that they are fquares, but I 
ufe the term to give you a general idea. 
Each of the two fronts thereof prefent a 
center and two wings. That to the fouth, 
and the grand approach, is as beautiful, 
light, airy, (excufe tautology) and elegant 
a building as can be viewed. The portico 
is in a fine tafte, and the Corinthian pil- 
B 3 lars 
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lars beautifully proportioned*. This cen- 
tral front in every iefpcct that can be nam- 
ed, appears all lightnefs, elegance, and 
proportion: — But when you advance 
near, you find no entrance to the houfe j 
thefe are no ftairs up to the porti- 
co ; and this circumftance, after fo fine 
an approach, and fo long feeing the pof-* 
tico, and expecting it to be the entrance, 
becomes a difappointmfent, and a fault in 
the building. 

I have fpoke hitherto of the Cehtral front 
alone. The whole, including the two 
wings, I cannot think fo perfe£t j for, to 
me at leaft, there appears a great want of 
unity. The feveral parts are not fo nicely 
connected as to form one whole. The 
center muft be feen diftinfl, each wing the 
fame; and likewife the fmall parts (I know 
not what to call them) which join the 
center to the wings. Thefe are all diftinft 
parts, though joined together ; nor is there 
any fimilitude of tafte between the center 
and the wings. All the pieces of this front 

* It may be faid the proportion of a pillar is dated, 
and always the fame. — 1 know nothing of architecture, 
but view thefe at Holkum and others at Blenheim — I 
never fpcak by rules, but my eyes. w 

are 
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are light and elegant to a great degree ; 
but when coniidered as the conne&ed parts 
of one whole, the want of unity is link- 
ing- The center is uniform, and, if I 
may be allowed the exprelfion, elegantly 
magnificent : no building can deferve 

thefe epithets more than this : but I can- 
not apply them to the whole front, becaufe 
the parts are not of a uniform tafte, and 
the wings are at bell but light and elegant; 
they have nothing magnificent in them : 

as to the joining pieces y they are pretty. 

The fouth front confifts of one row of 
V metian windows, over another of common 
falhes in the rufticks. This front does not 
pleafe me fo well as the fouth one, but it is 
by far more of a piece with the wings, 
&c. 

Will you "excufe thefe criticifms from 
one who knows nothing of architecture, 
but its power of pleafing the tafte of indi- 
viduals As one among the many, I give 

you my opinion, but I wilh you would 
pafs over all thele parts of my letters, till 
you fee the objedts yourfelf, for I cannot 
give you an idea of the buildings clear 
enough by defcription for you to fee the 
propriety or abfurdity of my remarks. 

B 4 But 
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But the infide of the houfe ! fey . jrou-r— r 
Aye, my friend, there lies the forte oiHoikam-, 
talk not, ye admirers by wholefale, of the 
fronts — * — contrivance muft have been thjc 
chara£teriftic of lord Leicefter ; for fo con- 
venient a houfe does not exift — — fo admir- 
ably adapted to the Englijh wdy of living, 
and fo ready to be applied to the grand or 
the comfortable ftile of life. - ~ 

You enter what they call the great hall, 
but what is in reality a paffage. It is call- 
ed a cube of 48 feet j but eighteen very 
large and magnificent Corinthian pillars, 
having their pedeftals refted on a marble 
paffage around it, and eight or ten feet 
high from the ground, the area at bottom 
is but an oblong paffage, . walled in .with 
Derbyjhire marble, and upon that wall are 
the pillars, fix in aline oneach v fide, 'and 
fix in frontun a femi-circle around a dfight 
offteps up, to. the faloon door. The paifege 
oi* gallery, , as it may be called, runs around 
thefe pillars, and both together take up fo 
; much room that all fort, of proportion is 
. loft i to look from it into the area^itap- 
pears exactly like a bath- The fouth fnwt 
. was one proof, and this hall is another, 
that thc architfift’s genius was qot tfie 

magnjfi* 
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magnificent or fublime ftamp, for In both 
die aimed at greatnefs ; the impreflion of 
the front is varied and confequently wea- 
tfcilned by the wings,. and the want of pro- 
portion in the hall ruins the vaft effeft 
"Which would otherwife attend the magni- 
ficence of fuch pillars fo nobly arranged ; 
hut in the elegant, the pleafmg, the agree- 
able, his tafte has never failed throughout 
the whole building. — The hall is entirely 
bf 'Derbyjhire marble. 

. The' faloon is 42 feet by 27, a propor- 
tion much condemned, but it is by no 
ineans difpleafing to me. Some call it a 
and I think a gallery is infinitely 
Referable to' a cube, or to any proportion 
^war'ai Iquare enormoufly high: one of 
'the'fiheft rooms in 'England is the double 
‘‘cdbe ht Wilton , which is more of a gallery 
’ftfi’an : the i faloon at Holkam , and yet no diie 
-*jfcver eiitCred it without being ftruck with 
‘’the 1 jufthcls of the proportions. — —This 
! dfaloori is hung with Crimlbn caffoyj the 
glafies finall on account of the nar- 
i^lhWndS ‘of the piers, each againft a pillar 
the portico, biit in a very elegant tafte. 
rooms tb the left of the faloon are, firft, 
^ ^draWih^ ; room- 33 by 22, hung with 

crimfon 
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srirafoB cafFoy., The pier gL#&y$y larg* 
and exceedingly elegant : The aga^tablft 
beautiful beyond defcription. Frpift,jben<$ 
we entered thelandfcape rooro^ , whfch isiff 
drefirng-roora to. the ftate bedchftn}be*» if 
is 24, by a?, hung vyith crimfon cjam^k > 
a pafiage-room leads to the anti-jcon?. -t$ 
the. chapel, and then into the date gal%^ 
The walls are of tyerbyjhire marble y thp 
altar and all the decorations in a very fipp 
tafte. Returning to the landfcape-rqorty, 
you pafs into the date bedchamber, 3,9 by 
24, which is fitted up in a mod elegant 
tafte. It is hung with French tapeftjry, eft- 
«ept between the piers, which is by Mf 
Saunders of Sobo-fgum, the colours of 
-..whole exceedingly brilliant, , The bed is a 
cut velvet, upon a white fattin grpufttj, 
.and a? it appears in common if a y^ry 
jhandfome gilt fettee, under a canopy pf 
date : . the defign of this bed is equaf 4 jps 
any thing you eypr faw. jhe chimney- 
piece remarkably beautiful} Pelficans ift 
.white marble.. The next apartment isty- 
„dy Ufcefters, confifting of abedf$#J»ber> 
dreffing-room, clofet with b°°k?> ?pd> a 
imafier one. The becUhatnber j »4 by aa, 
..purple dfmafk, frfwb, sfifirs pf 
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ffiret velvet, tapeflryj the chimney-piece £ 
faff rel. of white mar We finely polifhcd* 
The dreffing-room 28 by 24, hung with 
Blue damaflc. So much for the fuite of 
fooms to the left of the hall and faloon. 

* On the other fide you enter from the 
1l£tftr, v another drawing-room 33 by 22, 
fiuiigwhha crimfon flowered velvet. The 
gtaffes, - tables, and chimney-pieces are 
Veil worthy of your attention. From this 
room you enter the ftatue gallery ; which 
I think, is, without exception, the meft 
faautiful room I ever beheld : the dimen- 
'floras are to the eye proportion itfelf-— — no- 
bffends the moft criticifing. It con- 
flksof a middle part 70 feet by 22, and 
%£ each dnd an octagon of 22, open to the 
sbenter by an ardij in one are compart- 
'ffahtswith books, and in the other flatties: 
%hofe in the principal part of the gallery 
c fland in niches in the wall, along one 
“§cle of the room, on each fide the chimney- 
^jkieca' Obferve in particular the Diane, 


Exceed the manner in which the form of 
'flu limbs is feen through the doathing. The 
^ flabs 


’’Str figure is extremely fine, and the arms 
'‘Stfoflibly" turned. The Venus in wet 
*efriipery is iikewife exquifite ; nothing can 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



{ 12 ] 

Habs are very fine; the ceiling, the only 
plain one in the houfe, (they are all gilt fret 
work and mofaic) not accidentally; it ap- 
pears to me a ftroke of propriety and true' 
tafte. 

The entrance I have already mentioned 
from the drawing-room is into one octa- 
gon, and out of the other opens the door 
into the dining-room, a cube of 28 feet, 
with a large recefs for the fideboard, and 
two chimney-pieces exceedingly elegant; 
one a fow and pigs and wolf, the other a 
bear' and bee-hives, finely done in white 
marble ; the nofe of the fow was broke off 
by a too common mifapplication of ferife, 
feeling inftead of feeing-, John, to an obr 
jefr Of fight, prefents his fill or his horfe- 
whip. Returning into the ftatue gallery, 
one o&agon leads into the Grangers wing, 
and the other to the late Earl’s apartment : 
confifting of, 1. The. anti-room. 2. His 
Lordlhip’s dreffing-room. 3. The, library, 
50 by 21, and exceedingly elegant. ’4. 
Her Ladylhip’s drefiing-room. . 5. The 
bed-chamber. 6. A clofet with books. 
The rooms are about 22 by 20. The 
ffrangefs wing confifis of, anti-chamber 
— dr^lfing-rooih ~ bed-chamber — clofet, 
" "1 ~ with 
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with books— bed-chamber — drefling-roont 

•^-^bed-chamber dreffing-room. The 

fitting up of the whole houfe, in all par- 
ticulars not mentioned, is in the moft 
beautiful tafte, the Venetian windows be- 
yond any you ever beheld ornamented 
wiljh magnificent pillars, and a profufion 
of gilding. 

But now, fir, let me come to what of all 
.Other circumftances is in Holkam infinitely 
the moft (hiking, ?nd what renders it fo 
particularly fuperior to all the great houfes 
m the kingdom— — convenience. In the 

firft place, with the ftate apartments— 
From the hall to the faloon, on each fide a 
drawing-room, through one of them 
to, the ftate drefling-room and bed- 
chamber: this is perfectly complete. 
Through the other drawing-room to the 
ftatue-gallery, which may be called the 
rendezvous room, and connects a number 
of apartments together, in an admirable 
ifianner ; for one oflagon opens into the 
t private wing, and the other into the 
, ftrangers on one fide, and into the dining- 
, room on the other. This dining-room is 
• on one fide of the hall, on the other is lady 
l^eicejler'% drefling-room; and through 

that 
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that her bed -chamber and clefets. From 
the recefs in the ^mng-room opens a little 
•doqr on to a ftair cafe, which leads imme- 
diately to the offices ; and 1 Should likewise 
tell you, that in the center of 4lhe wings, by 
the center of the houfe, by the faloon door, 
and behind lady L — — ’s clofet, are ftair 
cafes quite unfeen, which compMinicate 
'witfhaM the rooms, and lead down into the 

offices. € fey ivwn ; for the haU is the 

-only room feen on the ground floor; you 
ftep direttly from a coach into it, without 
any quarry of winding -fteps to -wet a lady 
to the fkin before fhe gets under cover. 
From the ball you rile to the faloon, or 
firft floor, and there is no attick. Thus 
you perceive there, are four general apart- 
ments, which are alldiftinCt from each, 
wifhnoreciprocal thoroughfares;-— the ftate 

- — ‘her Ladylhip’s ‘the late Earl’s — and 

the ftrangers wing. Thefe feverally open 
into what may be called common rpoms, 
the hall, ftatue-gallery, and faloon, and 
all immediately communicate witk the 
.dining-room. There may be houfes larger, 
and more magnificent, but human genius 
•can never contrive any thing more conve* 
j»ient. 

I fear 
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I fear I have already expofed myfelf in 
my criticifms on architecture, what fliall I 
therefore fay to the paintings ! Relye upon 
your candour, and exprefsto you nothing 
but my 'feelings j I had rather praife what 
the critics would call an execrable piece, 
than be guided merely by the dilates of 
common fame : Many a Vernet may pleafe , 
me as well as a Claud. I fhall minute the 
painters names, with the fubje&s, and here 
and there an occafional remark. 

Cignani. Jofeph and Potiphars wife; a 
agood. piece. 

iP.'P&tris. Virgin ^nd child: 

‘Muffin. Two large laridfcapes, 

A fitaaller one. 

Three others in the landfcape- 
'rbomj'firie. 

Two others. 

‘ Vandyke. Duke of Aremkerg ; a very fine 
, piece. 

P. Cortona. Coriolanus: The figure of the 
old man kneeling before Coriola - 
and hiding his face "With* his 
’ - ; hands, is extremely fine r but 

•the - figure of Coriolanus him fed f, 

- without 
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without dignity, haughtinefs, 
or any great expreflion. The 
wife leading her two chil- 
dren, and fmiling on them, 
forms a figure of no expref- 
fion : The colouring, how- 
ever, and the back ground 
are good; the difpofition in- 
different. 

'Jacob and Efau , dark and 
difagreeable. 

Gieufeppi Chierera. Continence of Scipio. 

The profile of the Spanijh 
lady, wonderfully graceful 
and fine. Scipio's , a very bad 
figure, his countenance with- 
out expreflion; but the dif- 
pofition of the group very 
well imagined. 

Perfius and Andromeda ; An- 
dromeda's figure, a very good 
one, and the whole piece well 
coloured. 

Prococbiano. Death of Lucretia-, the lights 
and fhades very had. 

Quintus Cincinnatus. 

Guido . 
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Guido. Jofeph and Potiphar ' s wife : 

' None of this famous painter’s 
bright and glowing manner. 
The colouring hard and dif- 
agreeable. 

A faint’s head. 

Cupid; 

Aflumption ; vile. 

Flight into Egypt. A good 
picture; but the figures dis- 
agreeable, efpecially Marfs , 
who is a female mountain. 
The drawing appears to be 
bad. 

Birds. 

Venus ; the colouring gone 
off, hard and difagreeable. 

V met i an lady ; colours gone. 
Woman’s head ; ditto. 

Domnicbino. Lot and his daughters; dark 
and difagreeable. 

Abraham and Ifaac t (in the 
landfcape-room) rather in a 
dark (lile. 

C Carlo 


Rubens. 


Titian, 
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Carlo Maratt , A landscape* not iti hi* 
bright manner. 

v Judith and Holopbernes ; darif. * 

Madnna, reading. 

Apollo and Daphne, 

■Magdalen and angel.* 

Ter net. Two views of a ftorm ; both 

exceeding fine. 

Salvator Rofa. A rock; very fine. 

F. Bolonefe. A rock. 

St. John Baptifi. 

■Onionte. Two landfcapes. 

L. Giordano. St. John pleaching. 

Claud. Loraine. Landfcapes ; river £nd 
bridge. 

Pegafus. 

Argus. 

Apollo keeping ftieep. 

Three others. 

Repofe in Egypt. 

In thefe landfcapes, Clam P s elegant genius 
dimes with uncommon luftre. 

Luca- 
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Lucatelli . Tw6 landfcapes. 

tiftjnHtw. Jupiter and Juno ; colouring 

bad; her peck and face the 
heft. 

. . i 4 

\dn. Carracb. Polypbeme and Galatea ; the 
drawing ftrong and fine. 

Conca. Two ajtar pieces ; indifferent 

colouring. 

JUbano. Holy family. 

P^Lattra. Two pieces of boys and 

flowers. 

Jfagboel. Modem and child; drawing 

. apd colouring very fine. 

Holy family : but quere of 
.both to the cqnnoifieurs in ori- 
ginality. 

ParmtgfOfio. Woman in a cave; pleafes me 

better than any piece in this 
collection. The face very ex- 
..prefliye, extremely delicate, 
..finely turned, and the drapery 
exquifite, . difplayipg the round- 
C 2 nets 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



f- 20 ] 

nefs of the limbs through it in 
the happieft tafte. 

P. Verontfe, M. Magdalen , wafhing our 
: Saviour’s feet. . 

Bajfan. Chrifl carrying the crofs. 

Lanfranco. V Youth and old age,' two 
. . }iiece?. The old man very fine. 

Angel appearing to JoJeph in 
a dream; dark ftile. 3 

And. SacchL Abraham, IJhihael, &c. 

Cypriani. St. Anne, and St. •Cecilia, 

The colouring very fine ; the 
attitudes admirable, and the 
drapery graceful. 

The object mod ftriking on the tiorth 
fide of the park, is the lake, which is of 
great extent, and the mod beautiful I ever 
‘faw ; the fliore is a very bold one, all co- 
vered with wood to a great height, and on 
the top ftands the church. The plantati- 
ons in general are fketched with more tafte 
than any to be Teen : In th6 number of 
acres many exceed thetn ; but they appear 
to various poiritsof view, infinitely more 
con ftderable 'than they really are. At the 
north entrance Into' the park, they fhow 
' w prodi- 
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prodigioufly grand ; you look full upon the 
houle with a very noble back ground of 
woodj the obelilk juft above the center ; 
with an extent of plantation on each fide 
that renders the view really magnificent. 
Nothing can be more beautiful than that 
from the church, the houfe. appears in the 
midll of an amphitheatre of wood)' the 
plantations riling one above another/ .Art- 
other point of view which I- would recom- 
mend to you, is the vale cnThe ieaft fide of 
the park. The north plantation, tfretches 
away to the right, with vaft magnificence, 
and the fouth woods to the left, and join- 
ing in the front, which is an extent of 
plantation that has a noble effedl. — — But 
to return to hulbandry. 

All the country from Holkam to Houghton 
was. a wild Iheep-walk before the' fpirit 
of improvement feized the inhabitants; 
and this glorious fpirit has wrought 
amazing effebts; for inftead of bound - 
lefs wilds, and uncultivated walks, in- 
habited by fcarce any thing but Iheep ; 
the country is all cut into inclofures, cul- 
tivated in a moll: hulband-like manner, 
richly manured, well peopled, and yielding 
an hundred times the produce that it did in 
C 3 its 
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its former ftate. What has wrought thefe 
vaft improvements is the marling > for un- 
der the whole country run veins of a very 
rich foapy kind, which they dig up, and 
ipread upon the old fheep-walks, and then 
by means of inclofing they throw their 
farms into a regular courfe of crops, and 
gain immenfely by the improvement. 

The farms are all large, and the rents 
low, for the farmers having been at a great 
expence in improvements, they could not 
afford them without very long leafes j fo 
that moft of the farms are lett at prefent at 
rents much under their value : add to this 
a confiderahle part of the country belongs 
to landlords, who have a vanity itl not 
raifing their rents, and others are fuppofed 
to have taken moderate fines ; all together 
the farmers have managed to raife confi- 
derable fortunes, and to bid fair for being 
the poffejjors of the whole county. 

The farms run from 300'/. to 900 /. a 
year, for which fums they haye a great 
quantity of land : it is very difficult to dis- 
cover the rents among fuch large farmers, 
who all make a great fecret of it; but I have 
very good reafons for believing, that they 
are in general, from 2 S. 6 d. to 6 s» per acre. 

Many 
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Many icjrnjs under a. modern left are rented 

at ids. and more per acre, but they are 
not very common. I fpeak of a large tra£t 
of country ft retching from Holkam to the 
tea weftward, and louth to Swafham. 

The principal farms (at leaft thofe that 
are mod commonly mentioned) are Mr. 
Curtis's of Sommerfield) 2500 acres. Mr. 
Mallet's of Dunton , as much. Mr. Bartons 
of Rougham y 3000. MefTrs. Glovers of Creek 
and Barwic*. MefTrs. Savarys of Syd- 
derftone y each 1 100 acres. Cultivation in all 
its branches is carried on by thefe men, and 
many others, in a very complete manner. 
But marling is the great foundation of 
their wealth. 

They lay about too loads on an acre, 
which cofts them for digging from 1 /. 5 s. 
to il. iot. and they reckon the expences 
of the team, and other labour, to be as 
much more. The improvement lafts in 
great vigour above twenty years ; and the 
land is always the better for it. Their 
courfe of crops is — Marie, and break up for 
wheat. 2. Turnips. 3. Barley. 4. Laid 
down with clover and ray-grafs for three 

* The latter lately dead. 

uilL* C 4 years. 
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years, or fometimes only two* They dung 
or fold for all their winter corn, and reckon 
two nights fold equal to a dunging! 
the quantity of the latter they lay upon an- 
acre is 12 loads. For fame years after the 
tnarling, they reap, on a medium, four quar- 
ters of wheat per acie, and five of barley } 
and 15 or 18 years after marling,' three 
quarters of wheat, and four and a half of 
foft corn. 

The general ceconomy of their farms will 
appear from the following lketch of one of 
1 1 00 acres* 

The farmer generally has : » % * 

100 acres of winter-corn. "• ' 


250 - 

- - barley and oats. 

5 ° “ 

- - peale. 

> '.2CO - 

- « turnips. 

400 - 

- - ’ grades. 1 

JOO - 

- - fheep-walk, ! 

I IOO 



He keeps: 

6 Servants. 

6 Labourers* 

30 Horfes. 
so Cows, 

9PQ 
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. 900 Sheep. • 

5 Ploughs. 

And in harvert time has in all about 
forty people in the field. 

The culture of turnips is here carried on 
in a moft extenfive manner j Norfolk being 
more famous for this vegetable than any 
County in the kingdom ; but I have feen 
much larger turnips grow in Suffolk in gra- 
velly loams than ever' I law in Norfolk . 
The ufe to which they apply their vaft 
^fields of turnips, is the feeding their flocks, 
and expending the furplus in fatting Scotch 
cattle, which they do both in the ftall- 
feeding method, in binns in their farm- 
yards, others in pafture fields; and 
others again hurdle them on the turnips 
as they grow, in the fame manner as they 
do their Iheep: by ftall-feeding they make 
their crpp go much thefurtheft; but the 
hearts to fed, are apt to founder on the 
road to London , the expences on it are great, 
. and the foil lofes the urine : but all thele 
methods are yet in ufe.; When the marie 
begins to wear out of the toil, many of 
the great farmers have latterly got into a 
method of manuring with oil cakes for 
their winter corn, which they import from 

Holland , 
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Holland, and fpread on their fields at the 
expence of about 15 s. per acre. 

There is no great conjuration necefiasy 
tp difcover the reafbne of fuch ' large for- 
tunes being made in this couiatry by ’far- 
mers ; for hiring unimproved lands at a 
(mail rent, and finding very fine marie 
every where under them, they made thereby 
fuch a vaft improvement, that nothing lei? 
than a perpetual drought could prevent 
large crops. Their foil is in general a very 
Jigbt fandy loam, which in years which 
are more inclined to wet than dryneft, 
throws out immenfe crops, the very wetteft 
that can come are not too much for their 
lands : every one, I believe, will allow that 
the chances of the fea&ns, in this moift 
climate, are infinitely more in their favour, 
than if their foil Was of the heavy caft. 
Let us inftance the farm above fpecified t 

/• t» d* 

.100 acres winter - corn, at 
34. qr.p<r acre, 350 qr, 
and as a fmail part of it 
is rye* fay the price is » - 

i /. joj. - - - , $%S U • o"'to 


Carry over 525 O <o 
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~i' ~ : C /• -t/i . 

, Brought over, 5 o « 
acres barley anti oats, by 
gar the moft of the former,' 

. at 4r qr. per acre; 1125 qr. 

' at ih*. • - +■ ~ 900 o <4 

50 peafe, 4 qr. per. acre, 206 • . 

qr.at 1 /. 4<.^rqr. - •» *40 b o 

The methods of laying, the 
; profit by a flock, are fo va- 
, rious in different counties, 
that | .believe the medium 
; of what is generally known 
ia neareft- the truth; and 
that is 10 s. per. fheep in 
k lamb -and wool-, upon an 
;• average; 'that on 900 is - 450 o d 

.-,20 owt;- at^V. — - 80 6 0 

Jiogs - \ - — * 50 o 6 

. . r . ■ . ■ ■ **>*~4- t. ' 

v - • *245 o o 


This -flight calculation takes in no 
beads fatted with turnips, becaofe theft 
are uncertain, and a variable crop ; and 
other branches of profit are purpofely 
pmitted, that no one thight* oh tbe •whole , 

4 think 
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think it over-ftrained. As to his expences, 
a few of the principal articles will fliew 
that no one can run them up to 'any thing 
confiderable. 

/. s. d. 

Rent at 55. per acre-, - - 275 o o 

Oats for his horfes, as all • 
foft corn is before charged ; 
all the 30 are not in con- 
Rant food, but run in the 
farm-yaid,; fay therefore, 
i2oqr. ati2j. - - 72 o o 

Seed for 400 acres of corn, in- 
cluding the grafies fown 
with 200, on a medium at 
9 per acre - - - 1 80 o o 

Six fervants, - - -12000 

Six labourers, - - - 150 o o 

Wear and tear, fay - - 70 o o 

Harveft, on a medium, 4 s. an 

acre, - - - - So o o 


Produce, - 2245 

Expences, - 947 

Profit 1298 


947 0 0 


Here 
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Here we find a regular income of 1300 /. 
a year, on a medium of prices and feafons. 
What therefore has it been for thefe four 
or five wet years laftpaft! I have no 
<Ioubt bift that 1300 /. has fome ye^ip 
been carried to near 3000 L But without 
advancing it fo hig|i, i£ ,is very plain that a 
long leafe of a good Norfolk farm, is infi- 
nitely preferable to the fee Ample of it — 
and that there is the greateft profpeiSt of 
feeing this kingdom, aland of yeomenry:. 
a thing not to be dreaded, for better landed 

property can never exift. In addition to 

this remark, I might obferve that a Nor- 
folk farmer, Mr. Mallet, above mentioned, 
made a par chafe the other day of r 8 ,ooo/. 
..and it is fuppoled could buy as much more. 

Before I quit this region of farmers, I 
fhould not forget to tell you- that the 
French account of the Norfolk hufbandry, 
which M. de Boulainvi liters has introduced 
> into his Les Interefts de la France mal en- 
tendus, tom. 1. p. 136, ,&C. is full of mif- 
takes ; and in particular, where it men- 
tions the vaft improvement by lucerne ; for 
not a fprig of lucerne have I found in the 
fields of a common farmer. ; - - 

: ' LA- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



t 3° 3 
labour. 

In Winter, 1 s. a day. , 

'In Spring, is. 2 d. 

In Harveft, 2 /. 12 s. .6 d. or 3 A for th# 
harveft, befides meat, drink, and lodg- 
ing. Itlafts from a month to five weeks. 
-Hoeing of turnips, 3 s. the firft time, 2 s f 
the fecond. 

Ploughing /vr acre, 2 j. 6 d. 

PROVISIONS. 

d. 

.Bread, - 2 fer lb. 

. Butter, - b " 

.Mutton, - .4 
Beef, - - 4 
Veal, - - 
Candles, - 7 

Coals, 1 /. if, o chaldr. at Lynn. 

The country around Rainham, the feat 
. of lord ‘Toavnjhend , is rich and finely culti- 
• vated, and the fituation of the houfe, the 
: park, and the water, very defirable : the 
building itfelf is rather in -the Rile of an 
.exceeding good habitable houfe, than a 

magnifi- 
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magnificent one. But the • famous picture 
©f Be Ufa ft us, by Salvator Rofa, has more 
•exprefiidn in it, than any painting I think 
■I ever faw. Aik to fee lady Townjhend s 
dieffing-room it is furniihed with prints, 
< ft tick with much tafte on a green paper. 

<> The firft appearance of Houghton^ the 
i Celebrated feat of the earl of Orford , -built 
by Sir Robert Walpole , is that of feveral 
j very magnificent plantations, which fur- 

• round it every way. In the road from 
Sydor fine, they appear, I think, to the 

■ greateft -advantage : they are feen to a 
great extent ; with openings left judicioufiy 
i in many places to let in the view of 
-more diftant woods ; which changes the 
' (hade, and gives them that folemn brown- 
nefs, which has always a very great effect. 
The flatnefs of the country, however, is a 
circumftance, which, inftead of fetting 
them offhand making them appear larger 
than they really are, gives them a diminu- 
tive air, in comparjfon to the number of 
acres really planted : for were thefe vaft 
, plantations difpofed upon-, ground with 
great inequalities of fur face, fuch as hills 
^fifing one above another, or vaft Hopes 

• (fetching away to the right and left, they 

h,, would 
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would appear to be almoft boundlefs, and 
fhew twenty times the extent they do at 
•prelent. The woods which are feen from 
the fouth front of the houfe are planted 
with great judgment, to remedy the defoSt 
of the country’s flatnefs; for they are fo 
difpofed, as to appear one beyond an- 
other, in different (hades, to a great 
extent. , 

In the houfe you enter, firft, the great 
hall, a cube of 40 feet; which, bad as the 
proportion, is, is certainly a very noble 
room: yet one would imagine the architect 
purpofed to deftroy the effect of fo large 
an one, by flicking three quarters around 
it, what is called a gallery it is a bat- 
cony pufhed out in defiance of all ideas pf 
grace, elegance, or proportion. Oppofite 
the chimney is an exceeding fine caft of 
the Laocoon. From the hall you enteric- 
falcon ; which, but for height, would be 
one of the fineft rooms in the world. It is 
forty bv thirty; and forty high, whidtfis 
exceffively out of proportion. To the left 
you turn into a drawing-room, 30 by 31, 
hung with a yellow damafk. Out of that 
• into the blue damafk bed-chamber, 22I. by 
21-I. Then into a very final] drefimg- 
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room, and next a fmall cldet, out of 
which you enter the library, 224 by 214, 
which leads to the dining-parlour, 30 by 
&i i and that opens into the hall ; fo one 
fide of the houfe is taken up with the fore- 
going apartments. The other fide of the 
fidoon is another drawing-room, called the 
C&hMaratt room, from being covered with 
pi£Vures by that matter, 30 by 21. Out 
of which you enter the green velvet bed- 
chamber, then a drefling-room 2 14 by 18, 
then another bed-chamber the fame fize j 
next the cabinet 224 by 214, which leads 
into the marble parlour 30 by 21, and is 
exceedingly elegant, one fide being entirely 
of white marble ; and this concludes the 
right hand fide, opening into the hall. 

; Having thus run through the rooms, 

« I fhould tell you that the fitting up % for in- 
. ftance, doors, door-cafes, windows, and 
Cornifhes, &c. &c. is as magnificent as you 
can conceive, and in as great a ftile as any 
jingle room in England: laftly, let me add 
. that -the collection of pictures which ortfe- 
ments them is molt undoubtedly the 
firft in England , after the royal o e. I 
made a few minutes of what ftruck me 
jpoft as I viewed them, and here they fol- 
D low: 
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f6w: I fubnait there to .your catldonr, not 
a,s the criticifms of a connoifleur, but the 
mere exprefiion of my feelings, without 
,any regard to names or reputations- I 
(hall not mention one quarter of the pic- 
tures ; an omiffion of no confequence, as* 
the very ingenious Mr. Horace Watyok has* 
publilhed a complete catalogue of them. 
Many of the capital pieces are in what is? 
called the picture gallery, which was the, 
green houfe \ it is in one of the wings. 
j Rembraxt. His wife. The hands and; 

fape moil inimitable. The clear 
©bfeure wonderfully fine. 

Abraham'* facrifce. The* 
head of Abraham very great.. 
The mixture of grief, piety, 
and awe, : finely pourtrayed s 
. . , nothing can exceed it: and 
the lights and (hades, admi- 
rable. ... 

Rubens. ... . Mary .. Magdalen iBa/bing; 

our Saviour's feet . Her figure: 
- , mod inimitably. coloured, pa<v 

; ticularly the head and the! 

. , . tears. The heads of the old 
. men vadly fine, and of a 

noble, gudo, . This picture i»i 

as* 
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as different from Rubens's com- 
mon pieces, as he himfelf was 
fuperior to the loweft dawber. 

Titian. Simeon and child. His head 

exquifite, and the air won- 
derfully fine. 

An. Car rack. Virgin arid child. The child 
a very difagreeable figure. The 
head appears to me badly 
drawn. 

Venus. The Colouring dif- 
agreeable and without foftnefs 
or delicacy: The drawing ad- 
mirable. 

Morellio. AJfumption. Air of the: 

virgin’s head, beautiful and 
graceful. 

Curio Maratt. Virgin teaching a boy 
Jefus to read. Air of the 
Virgin’s head — -The child— 

The colouring Grace 

and clear obfcure, beyond all 
prdife : raoft fweetly delicate 
and graceful. 

Virgin and St. Jofeph. The 
colouring very difagreeable. 

Chrijl's fermon on the mount. 

D 2 The 

¥ 
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~ The figure o i .Cbrifi with- 

out dignity or expreflion. 

Pouftn. ' Holy family. Drapery very ■ 
good, particularly the Virgin” s 
——the limbs feen through it. 
Vandyke. Rubens's wife. A mod cele- 
' ~ brated picture: but not an 
agreeable one : . what Itrikes 
. m« molt are the hands and/ 
arms, which are finer than 
; " • • ‘ any l ever beheld : The drape- 

ry is likewife admirable. 

- P. da Cortona. Chrifi in the garden. Air . 

and expreflion of the head 
admirable. 

, Hobfon. , Hwo heads. The expreflion 
of the faces wonderfully fifie. 

Vela/co. A Pope's head. Amazingly 

expreflive : every line of the 
face exquifitely painted. 

Death of Jofeph. Exceeding 
fine heads. 

Vanderwerf. David and Abijhag. The 

colouring and finilhing of this 
' piece is beyond all defcription. 

- Abijhag ' s naked body is inimi- 
tably done. Such a foft deli- 
. cacy of flelh, fo much bright- 
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nefs of clear obfcure, and 
fuch a Height of finifliing as 
t exceeds any thing of the kind 

lever met with. Bath/heba's 
face is extremely expreflive 
and finely painted. In David 
there is a great fault $ his face 
is that of an old man, but the 
naked of his body is quite 
youthful, without thofe ftrong 
lines, and mufcular traces 
which appear fo finely in 
painting. . . 

Jtfda, Codes. Nothing can be 

finer than the attitude of 
<. Codes. 

^in.Matfis. Ufurer and his wife ; full 
of that vaft expreflion, ufual 
in this matter's pieces: the 
penury in their countenances 
is admirable. 


Bourdon. 

Two women ■, very difagree- 
able. 

.. Guido . 

Confultation of the elders . 
The fineft piflure in the col- 
lection. The colours — clear 


obfcure — -difpofition of the 

1 . ! j - . . 

figures -expreflion of the 

£ r* * ' 

D 3 counte- 
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countenances and airs of the 
heads ofc the old men, beyond 
all defeription. The whole is 
fo wonderfully fine, that one 
cannot quickly leave off view-r 
ing it. 

Adoration. The delicacy of 
the boy beyond expreflion. 
The old man’s head on the 
fight fide exceedingly fine, 
and very much in the flile of 
that in theConfultation, under 
the Virgin. 

P.ominichino. Virgin and child. The 
colouring difagfeeable, with 
no brightnefs ; but the atti- 
tude inimitable. 

L. Carrach. Chrifl in the fepulchre. The 
dead body very expreflive, but 
nothing of the clear obfeure ; 
light ftrangely diffufed. 

Salvator Rofa, Prodigal fon. Prodigious 
expreflion. If a Dutchman is 
by he will make you obferve 
the ragged fliirt. — The whole 
pi&ure is amazingly fine. 

In my way from Houghton to the fea 

epaft, by Hunjlon , &c. J found much 

barren 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 



. { 39 3 

.barren land, or rather reputedly barren 3 
for a really barren fbii I do not believe 
e-xifts in any large quantities ; the Nor- 
folk improvers might turn thefe trafrs 
of warren and (heep-walks into profitable 
farms* One of the greatell improvements 
in the country is Mr. Curtis’s farm of 
SmmtrfisH, belonging to Mrs. Henley of 
.Docking. It confifts of 2500 acres of land, 
all gained from Iheep-walks; and which- 
now is regularly inclofed and yields im- 
menfe crops of corn : Infomuch that this 
farm has been mentioned as the beft in 
Europe. The rent is faid to be very fmall, 
and the produce exceeding great, the pro- 
fit may therefore be eafily conceived. The 
home-flail is worth your viewing if you 
travel this country : it is prettily planted, 
and very neat. Nor would I have any one 
leave this part of the country without em- 
ploying a few hours in viewing the envi- 
rons of Docking , Mrs. Henley's feat.— The 
plantations* tho’ fmall, are in a very pretty 
tafte. Her temple is light and elegant, and 
well placed, both for commanding a fine view 
of the country, and a Ho as an objett in fight 
of the houfe. The hermitage is as pretty a 
thing as- any of the kind that I have feen. 
’•••> D 4 It 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



t 4° ) 

It is a little cottage of two rooms, fitd- 
ated in one of her plantations of flirubs 
and firs. The firft room is walled w'rtdi 
oyfter-fhells, the white -fide outwards, arid 
the brown edges filed off 5 the pavemdftt 
of dean fmall pebbles; the chimney' piece 
of grotto {hell- work: The deling 'is 
papered, and at one end is the hermit’s bed, 
a boarded one painted, with painted can- 
vafs curtains. The other room is wain- 
‘fcotted with very curious old carved wain- 
fcot, of Henry the Vllth’s reign, and the 
deling, &c. decorated in a ruftic manner, 
with fcrolls and feftoons of fea-weed, deal 
{havings, and painted ropes, in a gothic, 
but very neat tafte. ! 

From Docking I proceeded to Sn'et- 
' tijkam, the feat of Nicholas Sty lent an, Efij; 
"where Mrs. Styleman has formed' fome 
exceeding pretty plantations ; particularly 
' thofe upon a ftream, which {he cdlls 
New -bridge and Catherine' s-tfland ; This 
ftream is managed with true tafte; natu- 
rally it is only a ditch, but where this lady 
has improved it, it is a winding ftreanv of 
clear water, and the greateft ornament to 
her plantations.' On one ; part of its banks 
{he has a very ineat circular Cottage For 
■ •- br&k- 
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breakfading, and near it a menagerie 
with a great variety of birds; in this 
part of the dream are all forts of water- 
; fowl. From her menagerie you crofs the 
dream and pafs along its winding banks 
to the grotto, which is very prettily con- 
trived out of a boat, by cutting it in 
•halves and fixing it together with a lit- 
tle addition. It is duck full of fpar, 
(hells, fea-weed, coral, glafs, ore, &c. 
all difpofed with tade and elegance. The 
front pretty, but too regular, and not 
judie enough, compofed of the fame ma- 
terials on a ground of powdered fea-lhells 
dUck in cement. The fituation is very 
pretty, by the fide of the dream, clofe to 
a fmall cafcade, and in the (hade of feve- 
rfat large weeping willows. — The dream is 
•yet more beautiful in the other plantation, 
called . Catherine s-ijland ; for it forms five 
little woody iflands, with cool, (hady, and 
fequedered walks about it, in a tade that 
- does great honour to this mod ingenious 
lady’s fancy. The plantations behind the 
houfe have great variety, and are (ketched 
■t- out with much tade. The road from Sneu 
' tijftam to Lynn is over a mod fandy tra£t of 
/ land ; which has the appearance of a dcfert. 
a A^good hufbandman cannot view the latter 
4- ' named 
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pamed town, without regretting the quan- 
tity of manure loft, there, for want of a 
fpirit in the neighbouring farmers to bring 
jit away : they might have vaft quantities of 
cinder-afhes, &c. and even be paid fomething 
for carrying them away * their waggon? are 
for ever coming from the town empty, and 
the r lands in general poor. At one places 
which is called the Fort, is. a heap of 
exceeding rich manure, which in many 
towns I could name, would fell for above 
joo /, and which luffers no other decrease 
than what high fpring tides occafion, in 
walhing part of it away ; and it is all 
brought here in carts, at the expence of the 
inhabitants.. 

From Lynn I took the road to Narford* 
the feat of Price Fountain , Efqj built and 
furnifhed by the late Sir Andrew Fountain : 
The houfe is a good one, but not the object 
of view fo much as the curiofities it con- 
tains) amoqgft which nothing is fo ftrik*. 
ing as the cabinet of earthen ware, done 
after the defigns of Raphael $ there is a 
great quantity of it, and all extremely 
fine. The collection pf antique urns, 
vafes, fpinxes, &c. &c. is reckoned a good 
one j but what gave me more pleafure than 
the venerable remains of this kind, is a 

fmall 
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(jnaH modern Sleeping Venus in whim 
marble, by Delveau ; which in female foft- 
nefs and delicacy is exceedingly beautiful. 
The bronzes are very fine j and the collec* 
tion of prints a capital one. As to pic- 
tures, I fhall give you the names of a few 
which pleafed me raoft, as to the mailers’ 
names I minute them as they pafs at Nar- 
ford , and without anfwering for their ori- 
ginality. I hint this, beeaufe the moft 
pleating pi dure in the houfe, the Virgin 
and Child, faid to be by Guido, is precifely 
the fame figures, attitude, airs, &c. as Mr. 
fintler* Correggio, as appears by a print of 
the latter, I have feen in more coUe&ions 
than one. However, whether it is a copy 
or an original, the colouring is fine, and 
the air of the head and attitude admirably 

A fruit piece by Snyders, the 
figures by Rubens ; very good. 
Afbanp. C bri/i taken down from the 

crqfs | exceedingly fine, the muf- 
cles ftrongly exprefied. 

Tintoretto. St. Jerome. The head fine; 

but the ftile dark and unpleafing. 
fijoemart. Children of Ifrael gathering 
manna ; fine. 

Old 


graceful. 

RuhenSf. 
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Old Franc. Marriage of Cana ; a jftriking 
inftance of wretched grouping. 
Holbein. Henry VIHth and Anne Boleyn 
at a concert j very fine. 

Quin. Mat/is. Pwo old mens heads j ftrongly 
expreflive. 

Pelligrino. Pharoah’s daughter finding Mofes ; 

one of the beft pieces I have 
feen of this indifferent mafter. 

I forgot to tell you that the library is a 
very elegant one for a private gentleman. 

I pafled into Suffolk by way of Stoak and 
< Thetford ; and found a vaft quantity of 
land quite uncultivated, which in this 
country furprized me much, efpecially as 
I was informed marie is in many places to 
be found, where no ufe is made of it. The 
landlord of the Crown at Stoak has an acre 
of burnet, which is, I think, three years 
old. He fowed it broadcaft, kept it per- 
fectly clean from weeds a year, at the ex- 
pence of above two guineas ; but it has 
anfwered greatly, for it has every year 
yielded a great quantity of hay, befides 
luxuriant food for a great many horfes, fo 
early as the month of February. It is a 
very regular crop, and appears to grow 
very quick. 

8 In 
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' In the neighbourhood of ’Thetford is ail 
improvement greatly worth feeing ; it is a 
complete farm, entirely gained from the 
wafte, for fb I mud call an old fheep- 
waHc. One of the beft farmers in England 
(Mr. Wright) hired it, and has converted, 
by means of marie, a vaft tra& of uncul- 
tivated wild into a profitable arable farm j 
his fon at prefent enjoys the leafe. The 
foil is very Tandy, but marie and clay have 
rendered it fertile, infomuch, that in years 
not remarkably dry, he raifes as fine crops 
of rye, colefeed, and oats, as land of five 
times the rent yields in heavier foils. He 
has Town likewife fome hundreds of acres 
'with fainfoyn, which has throve finely, 
and yielded confiderable crops of hay. 
This farm confifts of near 2000 acres, em- 
ploys 45 horfes, nirte fervants, and in har- 
vefl, fifty in the field. Nine hundred 
fheep, and 24 cows kept : and all this on 
a tra£f of land, which (even years ago was 
the habitation of nothing but a flock of 
fheep, not more confiderable than what is 
now kept on the remaining fheep- walk and 
the artificial grafles. 

' The duke of Graf toils leat at Eujlon is 
but three miles from this farm the park 
and plantations are well worth your view- 
ing: 
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ing: they are Very extenfiVd and fketched 
with great tafte. Remark particularly thfe 
approach to the houfe from Bury ; it is 
exceedingly beautiful. 

The road to thattoWn lies for fbmd 
miles over a wild heath, Over»i’fth With 
bufhes, whins, and brakes, the wild luxu* 
riance of whofe growth difplayj evidently 
enough how greatly it would aiifwer to 
break it up and concert it into arable 
farms; for a foil that has ftrerigth enough 
to throw out fuch vigorbiifly growing 
weeds, would, if cultivated, produce corn 
in plenty ; add to this, there is a ftraturit 
of marie under the whole country*. 

. Bury is a tolerable well built towh, in a 
dry and healthy fituation ; many of the 
ftreets cutting each other at right angleS; 

' but a parcel of dirty thatched houfes dre 
found in different ftreets not far from the 
center of the town, which has a very bddS 
effect. The country round it towards 
London, is good, well wooded, and riot a i 

* At Wejl Stow, I obferved a field of about twb acre? 
of carrots, in fo driving a fand* that the wind by enter- 
ing through the bars of the gate, had drote a ridge up i 
and yet they thrived exceedingly well, and will, J doubt 
not, be a good* crop. They belong to — — — • Ed* 
Hoards, Efq* 

dead 
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dead . The road to St^narket Hps ‘thro” 
^,doil indifferently cultivated, but about a 
mile; from, the town it paffes through a 
newly inclofed farm belonging to John 
Sjfflondf) which is done in a very 

n^t manned * the hedges are all of white 
thorn, and the banks regularly planted 
with ft veral. ftrts of timber trees ; the gates 
rpmarkahty good, and all painted. From 
this farm#, which i$ rented by Mr. Denton , 
W**h nothing worth obferving until 
I reached Tojfak, a village fix miles from 
Bury, in which there is a farm cultivated in 
a very mafterly manner, by a gentleman who 
lives at Bury, Mr. Otbel Ray , the owner. 

There 4 s npthing above mediocrity in the 
hufbandryof the neighbouring farmers j, 
but this gentleman has improved upon 
'their pr^ftice-greatJy. His foil is a; light 
gravel ; the hrft thing he did with it was 
to dig and fpreadan hundred loads ofiloam 
and day over all his arable fields; and then 
throw theflri into a regular courfe of crops ; 
viz. i. Turnips. 2. Barley. 3. Clover. 
4* Wheat : ^nd raifes exceeding fine crops 
of each. He ploughs four, five, and fix 
times for turnips; harrows exceeding fine, 
and fows brosdeaft with a’ riiachine, of 
which the following is a fketch. x 
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(i) The axletree fixed in the wheels^ a 
Cog around the middle of. which turns (gjh 
‘ other cogs round an iron rod which runs 
through fqur copper feed-boxes (3; 3. 3. 3) 
thirteen holes in each box ; and this rod 
refts in iron grooves (4.4) in the frame 
(5.5) This rod is fix feet fix inches longj, 
the breadth of ground it fows at a time : 
under the boxes is a long trough (6) dir 
vided into eight partitions, dire&ly in$d» 
which the feed falls from the boxes. (7) is. 
a harrow fixed to the , hind part of the 

frame, by two chains (8.8). 
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He finds from experience that it flieds 
the feed* infinitely more regular than the 
niceft hand; In his experience of the tur- 
nip husbandry, he has found that it never 
fails for want of rain, when fown part 
fear o’clock in the aftempon. He hoes 
the plants out twice, feeds theiii all off 
with beafa failed, for which purpole he has 
built very convenient (heds j and reckons 
the mean value of them per acre to be 
a/, io*. He gives the turnip land three 
earths for barky and oats, and gets very 
clean crops of 5, 6, and even 7 quar- 

ters per acre. The fucceeding crop of 
clover he generally mows twice for hay, 
and values the crop on a medium at 
a/. 10 s. per acre. ‘The clover lay he 
breaks up with one earth, the firft year, 
and harrows in wheat; and of this grain 
he gets on a medium four and a half, or 
five quarters per acre. 

Thefe crops are all very confiderable ; 
however, 1 fliould obferve, that befides the 
above mentioned claying, he every year 
manures all his turnip-land, at the rate of 
la, 15, or 20 loads per acre of farm-yard 
dung; which he likewife manages in a 
very fenfible manner. About Q&o&er he 
E carries 
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carries in and fpreads equally over it zoo 
loads of moulds, loam generally ; Upoft 
thefe he fodders all hS beafts upon thfc 
ftraw of tHe crop, and the clover hay, by 
which ittfeans all the urkife of the cattle' is 


foaked up, and the gutters of the ftaHeS 
and ox flails are all lard into ft ; When the 
winter is over, he ftirs the whole up to- 
gether, very carefully mixing it ;’ gene- 
rally doubles the quantity brought Si, and 
then it is in good order for thfe turnip-, 
fields. Was chalk or marie ufed inftead Of 
loam, it would be an infinite improve- 
ment. ' ' ° ^ , 

This gentleman has two experimfeftb-bf 
the modern kind, which give me much 
pleaftire ; an acre of Lutern, arid four Of , 
Timothy -grafs. The ftrft is in drills, twi> 
feet aftfnder. It was fowtt laft fpririg two 
' years, Cut three times laft year; ahd l 
found it cutting for thefirft time this year, 
an exceeding fine crop, above 1 two feet 
high; I inquired particularly about the 
quantity of food it yielded, and fourid 
'that the exafteft calculation,' fiWrflr'WHat- 
: Was already eat by four cdWs : feedtng Upon 
*■ it; Was, that it would daft them five Wedis. 

' The bailey told me. that in hisdriSrilSn, 
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Stwouid confjantly through the fiimmer 
UMAQ^aiu two oo ws $ i f fo, the value of it 
feHQQntijderable, and greatly exceeds clover. 

} <cauQflt* however, avoid remarking, that 
fbe intervals were full of weeds t therefore, 
even this experiment is not fully fatisfac- 
tory. The four acres of Timothy were 
fown amongft oats laft fpring twelvemonth* 
and I found it Handing for hay ; it ap- 
peared very, coar(b, but I believe will prove 
a Crop of abput 25 Ct. p& acre. It is not 
at 3JI fsarfor than the adjoining paftures. 

From Toftvck | cut acrofs the country to 
Lavenbtm , by a winding courfe through 
-JMonks $p#dfcld % fjip Welwtbarrii and Brad* 
I walked oyer the improve- 
of the Rev, Mr* £ord, reaor of 
.,$neaf ti fPffottbam, who has, by means of 
hollow djtcbmg, and Claying, converted 
an indifferent woodcock brick earth foil, 
into a moff f§rtjlf one; inforauch, that he 
has more than once grown 10 quarters of 
- barley and o$tp upon an §crp, apd §4 of 
wheat j which are vaft gfops : one (hiking 
particular in his method, is Jetting his clo* 

. vej* lie three years, which, in a ftrong foil, 
is rather uncommon, but I believe a good 
aBff^ice. 

E 2 Before 
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Before I leave the neighbourhood of 
Bury, I muft obferve, that I never met 
with any place around which the fanners 
had fuch a fpjrit of purchafing manures ; 
very ordinary forts fell at Bury at 2 s. 6 d. 
and 3 s. a waggon load of 80 bulhels ; I 
faw all round the town in different places 
heaps of purchafed manures. 

LABOUR, &c. 

In winter, 1 s. and fmall-beer. 

In fpring to harveft, 1 s. 2d. and beer. 

In harveft, n. 8 d. and beer. 

Reaping wheat, 4 s. to 5 s.per acre. 
Mowing fpring corn, 1 s. 2 d. ditto. 

Grafs, 1 s. 3 d. and 1 s. 4 d. 

Hoeing turnips, 4>r. firft time, 2 s. 6 d. fecond. 

Beans, 6 s. firft, 35. fecond. 

Thrafhing wheat, 2 s. a quarter. 

- Barley and oats, 1 s. 

— — Clover feed, 5 s. a bufhel. 


PROVISIONS. 

d. 

Bread, - 2 per lb. 

Butter, - - 6 

Mutton, - 4 

Beef, - - 3-V 

Veal, 
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'to o k d. ~ ■: • ' • • 

IVeal, > w ‘ - ^ 4/tef lb. 

Candles, , w 7 

jWood per load, 120 faggots, 1-8 s. 

Coals per bulhel, laidin, is. 1 

$ - >: \ \ 4 ! ! . 1 *//. f ( f * 

^The|^pwfe,,of. crops is, J,.’ Turnips, 
zi Eafdey. 3. Clover. 4. Whea ( t. 5. Bar- 
ley or oats ; and, 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 
3. Oats or barley. They plough four or 
five times for turnips, . harrow fine, and 
jife them for all forts of cattle. ,For bm- 
Jeydliey ¥fir thrice, fow three huilrels, a^d 
four per acre } and reckon a mean crop at 
34. qr. THeir clover they feed with, all 
forts of cattle, and particularly hogs, 
whith I mention as a cuftorn not very 
xBmrhon : they plough up their clover 
lays, and harrow in wheat on one earth, 
fow two bufhels, and reckon two quarters 
and half the medium of their crops. White 
Oats “they manage the fame as barley j but 
for bialck, they plough but once ; fow four 
bufhels of each fort, and confider four 
■ quarters the mean produce. When they 
fow beans, which is an irregular crop with 
them, they plough twice, fow them after 
the plough, two bufhels on ridge wofkj 
1 E 3 fo 
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jfo that they come up in double rows on the 
top of the ridge ; hoe them twice ; and four 
quarters the mean produce. For peafe 
they plough but once, fow two bufhels j 
and reckon the medium at 24. qr. Their 
foil is in general a red loam, called here a 
brick earth, and loofe ; with fome fields 
of clay, others of light gravel ; the mean 
rent is about 12 s. an acre. Farms rather 
fmall, from 20 i to 150/. with a few of 
200 /. As to the general oeconomy and 
management, take the following Iketch of 
one: 250 acres, 

8p of them grafs. 

10 horfes, 

2 men. ' •’ 

2 boys. ” ‘ i >] c ”' v 

5 laboureri, ,;i ’„ -v; 

25 cows. " A ' h ’‘ 

tip fheep. 

I forgot to teH you, that they feWom wfe 
above two horfes ih a plough j and fclv'rfj* 
do an iaCre a day in their ftifEeft fields. , 

♦At LAvenkam I met with about two. 
acres of j Lucent, drilled in rows tWofoet 
afunder, belonging to the Rov k Mr,,£V«y, 
the rector j it was fo win by 'his ppedeceflbr, 
r i " Mr. 
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Mr. Squire, I think, four or five years 
ago j and anfwered greatly : Mr. Davy 
found it remarkably ferviceable to him laft 
furamer twelve-month, when every natural 
pafture and the clovers were burnt up ; but 
he has fome thoughts of ploughing it up, 
at which 1 do not wonder, confidering the 
multitude of weeds fufferedto over-run it. 

At Levenbam is carried on a very confi- 
derable manufacture of fays and caliman- 
coes ; at which the workmen earn on a 
medium 5 s. 6 d. or 6 s. a week, and many 
wool-combers who earn 12 s. and 1 4 s. 

The road to Hadleigh lies through a rich 
and well cultivated foil, efpecially near 
that town. What induced me to take this 
road to Sudbury, which is out of the way, 
was the hearing of two Lucern plantations, 
which l viewed very attentively: one 
broadcaft, and the other tranfplanted. 

The firft, of five acres, belongs to the Rev. 
Dr. Tanner, re&or of this parilh, and pre- . 
bendary of Canterbury . It is four years 
old, but was renewed by a flight plough- 
ing laft year with frefli feed fown over it, 

I found it on a medium 2 5 inches high, 
that which was not cut (for about an acre 
and half had been mowed at different 
E 4 . times;) 


Digitized by Google 



[ S* ] 

times j) it was thick and luxuriant, butfap. 
from being- free of weeds. I remarked 
jpany ftrong ones, and many low trailing 
ones againft! the ground: It had beenhsw* 
mwed in? Mr. RocquS s manner feverefr 
times. -The foil is a fine, dry, light, had? 
thy .turnip land ; but yields fine wheat;' asT 
have learnt by inquiry : as to the produce* 
all the intelligence I could get (fbr the 
doctor’s family were all abfent) was; that 
nine or ten horfes, and four or five tows 
were fed almoft conftantly upon it. I dp 
not dwellparticularly on this part of* the 
experiment, as my information was not . 
abfolutely accurate : but it yielded, I' could: 
plainly find, an impienfe quantity pf gyeei* 
fodder. . : ' ; G; 1 

The other experiment of Peter ftew- 
comb, Elq; confifts of one acre on the fide 
of a hill, the foil feemingly a ftiff gravelly 
loam, with many ftopes in it j one corner 
of the fie|d low and wet. The plants 
were fet two years laft Auguft j the rows 
three feet four inched afunder, apd one 
foot in the rows. They were cut twice 
the firft year, four times laft year ; and 
the firft time this year the 17th* of April. 

| found on the dry parts of the field, the 

plant? 
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plants on a medium 13 or 14 inches high, 
but on the low corner they were moftly 
dead. The beft were not thick nor of a 
branching luxuriant growth ; however the 
intervals were by no means kept clear of 
weeds, for the furface, I found in general, 
nearly covered with them ; notwithftand- 
ing it was a little loofened by a horfe-hoe- 
ing. I found it was cut once oftener than 
Dr. Tanners , but did not yield near fo 
much food. 

This letter is grown to fuch an immo* 
derate length, that you mult allow me to 
conclude it, by alluring you, how much I 
^m, &c. 

Hadleigh, 

June 19th, 1767. 


srf '.bbd 
staclf] 
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BETTER It ^ 

*' ■!(> 'I T - 

T^ ! R OM'Hadkifch f eontinuddmy jotori 
X* rieyjo SiidSury, an exceeding dirty# 
bat a great manufacturing town, ' I made 
fucht eiDqairies as were moft likely tb 
acqwrt: feme good information relative to 
their manufactures ; and my intelligence 
tan as ! follows s they poflefs a great nutiu 
ber of hands, who earn their livelihood 
by wGtkfaug up the wool from the Iheep’s 
back to the weaving it into fays andbury* 
Ing-cmpfe, which are their principal artiv 
cles. The fpinning is here a poor bufincft ; 
a flout girl of 15 or 1 6, not being able 
to earn above 6 d. a day# hut the combing 
is the beft of all their employments, yield-? 
ing from 12/. to 14 s. a week ; the wea- 
vers of the fays and burying-crape earn 
from js. to 9 s. but the firft price the moft 
common; befides thefe articles they weave 
fhip-flags, which employ the women, : and 
girls of feven or eight years of age, yield- 
ing the latter about 2 s. 6 d. or 3 s. a week. 
The whole manufactory works chiefly for 
the London markets ; but feme fays go 

down 
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down their river (which is navigable front 
hence to Matiingtree) for exportation. 

. Effex from Sudbury is entered by a high 
bill, from the top of which is an exceeding 
(ipe pro{pe& into Suffolk. The country, 
$11 the way to Braintree, is in general good 
and rich ; ktts from io t. to i§s. per acre* 
Around Henninghem, which is iix 
miles from Sudbury , hops are much culti- 
vated* rnore than 200. acres grow near 
that town, . and lett on a medium at about 
3,/. an acre, unlefs hired with a farm * in 
C^frh cafe they are lett cheapen. The 
Operation s attending a crop, with the ex- 
Renees, Ore, is follows : 

sldti xi s* d m 

70010 .roots* a t $t. - * . q 

Planting, - a .5. 9 

. H>5gtDg«pddrelfingn tar. each 1 4 o 

‘jVtor. t’Wis pVice of 'it's. per zcrz 
- ifor ^gihg, and their fpit is \ ‘ 

; ‘riihe ihches, is exceedingly 
^ <?heap ] l notwithftandirtg the 1 1 1 1 * 

■ 1 fofcfenefs of the foil from con- ‘ 

; , ftant!y deep tillage, ' • -; :i * 

w*r 3 4 o 
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/. j. d. 

Brought over 340 
Tying - - - - 0120 

Always two hoeings, at 4 s. each, 

frequently three, - -0120 

Stripping, - - -010 

Picking, drying, and duty \l. ior. 
per Ct. and as they reckon 
64 Ct. a middling crop, it 
comes to - - - 9150 

3000 poles, at 1 /. 1 s. per Ct. 
but as they laft fix years, only 
the fixth, - - -55© 

? : r*fw 

£• 9 9 

If!- ’ J> - » A *> 

“ 

Middling crop, 64 Ct. and mid. price 
5/. 101. a Ct. therefore, 35/. 15J. 

Thus we fee very large expences attend 
an acre of hops, and when all is done, 
the crop is very precarious ; fubjeft to a 
variety of. evils and accidents, whifh quite 
ruin it in fome years j but ip. many, very 
great profit proceeds from them ; greater, 
I believe, than from any other cultivated 
vegetable. . ' a ,* m .A 3no 

In Henninghdm there is a woollen ma- 
nufactory carried on of bays and fays j at 

which 
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Which the Weavers earn about js. a week 
the ye ai* rdund * - add combers Ism. and 
I4J. • 

In the neighbourhood of- that place the 
gouhffe of crops is, 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 
^.Pfeafe, 4. Wheat, if the; peafe were good* 
5. Turnips. 6. Barley. 7. Clover : this is 
an advantageous courfe for good ground. 
They plough three or four times for 
Wheat •, fow two bulhels an 1 acre, and reap 
on a medium 3 qrs. and For barley, they 
plough once or twice, fow four bulhels, 
ancT get'on a medium 4 qrs. and -4. They 
0ir thrice for oats, fow four bulhels j and 
a mean crop" they reckon 5 qrs. For pedfe 
they give but one ftirring, fow two Jbufiielt:, 
andiget on a medium 4 qrs. For ttirnips 
they make their land as fine as pofffolt, 

f ughing it four times, and they hoe 
rh twice or thrice. They fometimgs 
} clover ; and underftandthe hufoandry 
of feeding hogs on it, and even cows all 
fufiimer. They hollow drain their wet 
f kfidS, 7 often wiih ftraw at i d. a ' rodji 
Wftich lafts fom£ yedrs.’ The proportibfas 
of one farm in this neighbourhood, art - 
i tiki tyc s, all arable j tint 60 1 four or five 
n ‘ \ ' horfci 

jLl'.W 
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horte kept v 30 tap* om wans «$, 
fcojrj and three labourers c«pi<?yasU 1 i.-j:, 

: 3 ’ll 5 ; 

LABOUR. 

Jn winter, n. a day, and fmall been 
In hay-time, 1 s. and beer, and a dinner* 
In harveft, 2 s. and beer. 

Reaping, 4 s. an acre. 

Mowing corn, 1 s. 3 d. and 1 s. 4 d. 
Grafs, 1 s. 6 d. 


PROVISIONS, &c t 

d. 


Bread, 

- 2 per lb. 

Butter, 

- 6*. 

Candles, - 

- 7 

Mutton, - 

- 44 

Beef, 

- 4 

Veal, 

- 4 

Cheefe 

- 34- made at home. 

Coals, 

1 1 per bulhel. 


Three miles ihort of Braintree is Gof- 
Jield , well noted for the feat of lord 
Clare, who has an exceeding fine park : 
but I take the opportunity of mentioning 

him 
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him henty chiefly on account of .arihxifl ia 
agriculture* moft urarfual in Efioct which 
is the ufing oxen inftead cf harfes, for all 
the purposes o£drafUght f His lordfhip, 
fome years- ago, keeping a farm, ip his 
h^nds^/andi making pany improvement! 
hi feis park, introduced this praSkc from 
Gloucejierfbire, by purchaflng a team of 
oxen, with : all their geers, and hiring a 
driver in that country for the inftru&ion of 
his own people ; at the fame time he took 
« plan of a very complete ox-houfe, with 
fundry adjoining conveniences, which he 
erected at Gosfield. 

This fcheme you may be very fure Vr© 
highly ridiculed by aH the neighbouring 
farmers, who would as foon believe that 
an ox could fpeak as draw ; but experience 
and ocular demonftration convinced thetp 
of the contrary; and in one inftance jtt- 
markably, fora Waggon with horfes bring 
fitt in the village, and the ox*team puffing 
by accidentally, the horfes were takou off, 
after much rallying, >and the oxon. dapt 
J ioo ; Who, to the amazement of the hehdf* 
-den, drew it out In triumph* .-n? y# 

Mis lortiftap uferf them for the'Cukara&f 
hh farm, as long ashekeptit in hisihaods; 

4 and 
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and Bad .once near 30 in coriftaot woflc i 
be has ever fince done all his biifmcls with 
them } Aich as carting in his park and 
plantations, carrying timber, and bringing 
coals, &c. from Cokbefier for hh family^ 
By very ex aft companions betweenthd 
expen ces of his oxen and the holies: which 
he formerly kept for the fame purpofes; fib 
clearly found there was a vaft fnring bp 
uling the firli. Their food has conftantly 
been hay in winter, and good grafs. id 
fummer, without any oats. But notwith* 
{landing the clear fuperiority, none of 
the farmers have followed the example.; 
although a number of boys in the parifh, 
and many labourers have gained a full 
knowledge of their management ; and ace 
as expert in driving them and breaking 
young bealts to the yoak, as any of their 
men can be with their horfes., u » 

You will excufe my being thus particu- 
lar, in my account of this introduction of 
oxen into Effex: but the novelty of the 
thing in that county (his lordlhip’s being 
the only team in it) the ridicule ca ft on it 
by the farmers, and the, uninterrupted 
fuccels it met with, has induced me to be 
.aore minute than other wife 1 ihould hatfe 
t'-' been. 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



I /'! 1 ; 

beeii . Before I quit :Gosfield,. I m’uft in for eft 
you, that Lord Clare has a piece of burnet 
for the ufe of his deer in winter, which 
anfwers extremely well. 

,sFrbtn Gosfeld I proceeded to Backing anil 
Braintree,: places adjoining, and exceed- 
ingly full of manufacturers, who work up 
fays in general and fome druggets. By all 
the accounts I could gain of the weavers, 

I found that they earned on an average 
about 9/. a week j wool-combers about 1 2 s. 

, flout girls, 15 or 16 years old, four-pence , 
or five-pence a day at fpinning ; and girls of 
feven or eight 1 s. a week for rolling the 
weavers quillsj all thefe prices are lower than 
the Sudbury ones. They further informed 
me, that in fummer they did whatever 
hufbandry-work they were able, being 
better paid for it j fuch as hoeing turnips 
and wheat, making hay, and harvefling: 
That the prices of necefiaries are as fol- 
lows: bread, 2 d. per lb. mutton, 5 d. beef 
3 ^d. and yeal 4 d. One man who had' "a 
wife and four children, informed me thdt 
they eat half a bufhel of wheat-flour- every 
week;- ■ 

From Braintree to Cbelrmford ther- : ft>il;fe 
.rich and fertile,' and the country 5 Very 
1 ' F plea- 
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pleafant. Their courfe of hufbandry is, 
in general, i. Fallow. 2. Barley. 3. Clo- 
ver. 4. Wheat; and 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 
3. Barley ; then manure well and wheat 
again : fometimes beans thrown in, which 
they low broad-caft, and hoe twice. Fop 
wheat they plough thrice, ‘ fow an amaz- 
ing quantity, from 34 to 6 bufhels, (grear 
ter by far than ever I heard of) and reckon 

3 qrs. a middling crop. They give two earths 
for barley ; fow three bufhels, and get or 
a medium 3 qrs. For oats they plough 
thrice ; fow three bufhels, (as. little 
as fix bufhels of wheat much) 3 quarters 
they reckon the medium. For beans the^r 
plough but once; fow two bufhels and an 
half ; and get on a medium 3 qrs. and 4, or 

4 qrs. They ftir their lands twice for 
peafe ; fow two bufhels and half, hoe them 
twice, and reckon the mean crop at '5 qrs. 
In their lighter lands they frequently fow 
turnips, plough for then! twice, hoe them 
twice, and fow barley after them. They 
life both foot and wheel-ploughs, frequent- 
ly with four horfes, and do fomething 
better than an acre a day. As to the feed- 
ing hogs with clover, they know little of 
the practice, thinking it dangerous. Their 

‘ dairies 
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dairies are pretty large j and they reckon 
the profit of a cow at 5 /. a year. 

A remarkable particular I observed in 
their hufbandry,. was the care with Which 
they drain their wet lands. They make 
hollow drains, the main ones two feet 
deep, and the branches 22 inches j they 
lay fome fmall wood, at the bottom, and a 
good deal of ft raw upon it, and then co- 
ver the whole with' earth. The price of 
this work is two-pence per rod and. their 
fmall-beer. , It were much to be wifhed 
that this practice was more general, for it 
is an admirable one, and well deferves 
imitation. They find their wet lands, and 
efpecially thofe which are fiat,- to be fo dif- 
ficult to drain with the common water- • 
thoroughs, that their crops are frequently 
damaged by wet years, unlefs they lay 
them dry in this manner. 

A farmer who rents 100/. a year, has 
about 130 acres of land; and fuch an- 
one requires, upon a medium., twelve - 
hprfes: fix-fcore fheep may likewife be 
kept, and 30 cows : and the number of 
feryants two men and one boy ; befides 
a labourer conftantly, and others at bufy 
F 2 • times: 
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times : This is Very' nearly the ftate of a 


farm I examined near Braintree , 
. LABOUR. 

In winter, i s. 2d. a day; 

In hay-time, i s. 6 d. and beer. 
Inharveft, 2 s. and beer. . 
Reaping wheat, 8 s. an acre, i 
Mowing barley, .1 s. 8 d. 
Oats, 1 s. 6d. 


,fh 

??uo£l 

1 v/jtf 


/ 


■ ■- -Grals, 2 s. 

* * - 1 

, ‘‘Vie?- 

Mow and make hay, cs. 6 d: 


Hoeing turnips, 2 s. 6 d. each time. . 5 

——•—Beans and peafe, ditto. 

• ? Ji'i* Ki 

PROVISIONS. 


Bread, - - 1 \d. per lb. 

- '-.vjvob 

Butter, - - 6 


Candles, - 7^. 

- ■■ gj*) 

Cheefe, - - 4 

r. 

■ . f ■ * i n 

Mutton, - - 4 

f : ■ f if , i 

Beef, - - 4 , 

* 4 

j 5 1 . i 

Veal, - * 44. 


A waggon* 20 

- 'Yt _ t 

A cart, 6 /. 6 s. 

j 

A plough, 1 /. 10 j; 


You will excufe my laying any thing of 

Chelmsford : It is a prettyi neat. 

and weU . . 

built town, but the (cene of my remark^ .;j 

'the cduntry $ and thdfe pafticular^; f j« 

r ’ h t ‘ ' 
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which feme will call trifling, and ^others 
mean, you mult expett me to dwell moft 
upon. .1 forgot to remark that all the cart 
horles I faw from Sudbury to Chelmsford \ 
were of a remarkable large fize. 

From the latter town I proceeded to J 5 / 7 - 
lericay, the country very rich, woody, and 
pkafant, with abundance of exceeding fine 
landfcapes over extenfive valleys. The 
hufbandry, I apprehend, not equal to 
that in ufe about Chelmsford j for their 
principal courfe is fallowing for wheat, 
then lowing oats and laying down with 
clover and ray-grafs j which is a very 
faulty cuftom on land which, like this, 
lets in general from 1 5 s. to 20 s. an 
acre ; nor did I fee many good crops. The 
principal manure they ufe about Billericay, 
is chalk, which they fetch in waggons 
from Graves, and cofts them in general by 
the time they get it home $id. or 6 d. a 
bulhel: they feldom ufe it alone, but mix 
it with turf frelh dug, and farm-yard 
durig, and then lay it on for wheat, now 
and theh for turnips, which are, however, 
feldom Town in that neighbourhood. All 
this manure is fometimes Ipread at the ex- 
peitte of 10 /. an acre. 

¥ 3 fh? 
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The prices of provijions at Billericay, 

s . i ( . 


Wheat, - - 

70a bufhel. 

Beef, - - 

- 4£ per, lb. 

Mutton, - - 

5 ditto.' 

Lamb, r - 

54 ditto.. 

Veal, r - 

- 5 ditto. 

Butter, - - 

8 ditto. 


Prom Biller icay towards Tilbury, the 
hufbandry continues much the fame : But 
one thing is very obfervable, and that 
is, the prodigious fize of the farms j 
feven, eight, nine hundred, and one thou- 
sand pounds a year, are not uncommon. 
Mr. Finch of Billericay rents 1300 /..a year; 
apd the famous farmer Mr. Button of 
Mucking , near Horndon , farms of his own* 
and what he hires together 2500/. a year ; 
and it was faid, he was going to increafe 
it by purchafing 200/. a year more, which 
he would take into his own hands. He 
keeps 102 horfes. The rent of thefe large 
farms runs generally about 10 s. an acre* 
You recolledl my Sentiments concerning 
the Norfolk farms} but thefe in point of 
fize far exceed them. Indeed I thought 
Norfolk had been, of all other counties, 
fhe molt famous, for large farms, but thi§ 
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intelligence undeceived me : An EJfex - man 
would hear you with fcorn talk of any 
farmers being equal to theirs ; and they 
certainly have fome reafon for this boafting. 
Many of the occupiers in what they call 
the hundreds, poffefling three, four, and 
five hundred pounds, a year of their own , 
befides what they rent of others. As to 
the public good, thefe exceeding large farms 
are not of the greateft advantage : but 
here a diftin&ion is to be made between 
the Norfolk ones and thefe ; for the latter 
being fituated in a rich foil, might be fplit 
into fmaller farms, to infinitely greater 
benefit than the former, which require 
each a confiderable ftoek of fheep. The 
Norfolk farms likewife, having been nearly 
all flieep-walks, could only be improved 
by marie, and of courfe by thofe who were 

able to take large tracts of land j for it 

is demonftrable, that had thefe walks been 
cut into fmall farms, they never would have 
been improved, the expence is fo great. 
Large farms therefore have been (and will 
be, as to all future improvements) in that 
country, of as great public, as well as pri- 
vate benefit, as jmaller ones in any other 
pan be. Whatever land letts for ten fhil- 
F 4 lings 
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lings and upwards, without any fu?b_h$j; 
provement as the Norfolk marling, 
proof fttfficient that it might be rente^.ijq 
imall quantities. - , - . 

Of all the curled roads thateverdjjsv 
graced this kingdom, in the very age^jjj 
barbarifm, none ever equalled that frotQu 
Biilericay to the Kings ■ head at Tilbury-^-. 

It is for near 12 miles lo narrow, thgt- 
a moufe cannot pafs by any carriagje j, . 

I faw a fellow creep under his wag T 
gon to affift me to lift, if poflibk, my , 
chaife over a hedge. The rutts are of afi; • 
incredible depth— — and a pavement of c 
monds might as well be fought for as a 
v quarter. The trees every where over-gro^r 
the road, fo that it is totally impervious ,tq !C 
the fun, except at a few places : And -tq 
add to all the infamous circumftanccs, 
which concur to plague a traveller, J muf^. 
not forget the eternally meeting with chalk- • 
waggons ; themfelves frequently duck fad, ‘ 
till a collection of them are in the fame . 
htuation, and twenty or thirty horfes may j 
be tacked to each, to draw them out on? s 
by one. : ; ,_ 

After this' defcription, will you— —cap 
you believe me when I tell , you, that % n . a 
- ' • ' ' " turn-* 
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' turn-pike was much folicited for by fome 
gentlemen, to lead from Chelmsford to the 
Ferry at Tilbury Fort, but oppofed by the 

Bruins of this country whofe horfes are 

tore in pieces with bringing chalk through 
thofe vile roads. I do not imagine that 
the kingdom produces fuch an inftance of 
deteftable ftupidity; and yet in this tradt 
are found numbers of farmers, who cul- 
tivate above 1000/. a year, Befides thofe 
already mentioned, we find a Skinner and 
a Towers who each rent near 1 500 /. a 
year, and a Read almoft equal ; but who 
are all perfedlly well contented with their 
roads. 

I forgot to tell you, that near Horndon , 
on the fummit of a vaft hill, the mod 
aftoniftiing profpedt that ever was beheld 
by human eyes, breaks almoft at once 
upon one of the dark lanes. Such a 
prodigious valley, every where painted 
with the fineft verdure, and interfered 
with numberlefs hedges and woods, ap- 
pears beneath you, that it is paft defcrip- 
tion ; the Thames winding through it, full 
of fhips, and bounded by the hiils of Kent. 
Nothing can exceed this amazing profpedt, 
unlefs it be that which Hannibal exhibited 

to 
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to his difconfolate troops, when he bad 
them behold the glories of the Italian 
plains ! , If ever a turnpike Ihould lead 
through this country, I beg you will go 
and view this enchanting profpeff, though 
a journey of 40 miles is neceflary for it. I 
never beheld any thing equal to it in the 
Weft of England, that region of landfcape. 

King's Head, Tilbury, 

June 24, 1767. 


*] sfooi 





Digitized by L^ooQle 



C 75. ] 


LETTER III. 

T ILBURY Fort yields not a mo- 
ment’s amufement in recompenfe 
for the hours you may probably wait For 
the ferry : We were tolerably lucky, and 
after much bullying and fomeTfair words, 
reduced the wretched time of waiting to „ 
about an hour. Gravefend is a deteftable 
exhibition of the worft out-lkirts of London . 

- — It is Wapping in miniature. I had 
fome bufinefs which led me to Thong, and 
was amazed to find that there was no way 
of getting at it but through narrow lanes, 
as over-grown and dark as thofe of EJfex-: 
this parifh and Shorn contains as much 
romantic variety of landfcape as ever I 
beheld j the hills are wild, fteep, and al- 
moft covered with wood, and rife into 
bold variations, between the breaks of 
which, vaft profpe&s of the valley beneath, 
and the 'Thames winding through it, are 
every now and then feen ; and from the 
tops of fome of them moil prodigious 
profpe&s of the whole country at large. 
The foil about thefe hills is in general 

fandy 
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Tandy and gravel, but had extreme gdod\ 
crops of oats on it, and tolerable opeSiQfa 
barley, with very fine clover andray-gra/fi :u 
Some hop-grounds, but nonp equal- to. ' 
mapy others I faw. Mr at ^Lhong, 
had Tome drilled peafe, which looked Meey^ 
well, arid about two acres ofhpfPffdin alt 
Tandy gravel; it had been fed,, .but > rpade 
nd appearance. The land lett^ in general / 
about thefe hills for 8r. ap acre; ; includiug// 
the wild parts of them, which are, over- < 
run with gorfeand whins. , .. 

Between Shorn and the turning off t$ , 
Gravefend in the way to London , I observed v 
two fields of exceeding fine broa<Uc»ft ‘ 
Lilcern ; one of them of feveral growths 
having been cut at various times for feed* A 
ing cattle in racks ; and from the number 
pf oats among it, I apprehend it was . 
Town with that grain laft year, and thofe ■ 
appearing when I faw it, fprpng from the 
icattered ones. If pleafed me greatly, to . 
fee fuch fertile land put to this ufe, for the ^ 
farmer muft have a very good opinion of , 
this grafs to apply fuch rich foils to its. 
production; land letting here from, 20 u 
to 30 s. an acre, f obferyed many , very 
fine crops of fainfoine mowing for hay, 

between 
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between the latter named place and Dart- 
ford-. 7 he foil all chalk. The road made 
entirely of it; and by means of attending 
it well, is kept very free from holes, and 
is hard and level. The beauty of all this 
country (which, in refpea of hill and dale, 
is finely variegated) is wretchedly hurt by 
the abominable cuftom of dripping up all 
the trees; infomuch, that they look like 
hop-poles. This vile cuftom is attended 
with not a fingle advantage; all the timber 
is ruined, and a very fmall quantity of 
faggot-wood gained. I oblerved fcarce 
any thing but elms. The beans and wheat 
were exceeding good, and the oats very 
forward. 

Between Dartford and Shooter s-bill, at 
Bexley, the ' hulbandry is very good : I 
obferved it particularly, and gained fome 
information, which is worth minuting. 
The land letts from 16 s. to 40 s. per acre j 
but in general about 20 r. One farmer in 
Bexley hires 200 acres, at guineas. Their 
courfe of hulbandry is, i.Peafe; the pods for 
the London market, got off time enough 
to give two ploughings for, 2. Turnips. 

3. Barley or oats, generally the former, 

4. Wheat ; but fometimes clover is fown 

with 
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with the barley, and then the wheat fuc- 
ceeds that. They reckon a good common 
crop, fix or feven quarters of wheat and 
fpring-corn i which is very confiderable, 
and plainly proves the land to be very 
good, other wife fuch a quantity of wheat 
could never be got after barley j but the 
introduction of clover muft be a better 
courfe j for that grafs mowed twice would 
abate any ranknefs in the ground, which 
threatened a laid crop of wheat. There 
is much fainfoin fown j many fields of 
which produce three tuns of hay per acre. 
Day-labour about that neighbourhood, is, 
in general, is. 6 d. a day and beer the 
year round, except at harveft, then 2 s. 
arid board: and the price of ploughing 
fer acre, 8 s. 

PROVISIONS. 

d. 

Bread, - - 2 per lb. 

gutter, - - 8 

Beef, - - 44- 

Mutton and Veal, 5 

Cheefe, - - 4 

From London fome bufinefs called me to 
feveral villages between Barnet and Hatfield 

in 
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in Hertfotdfiire ; The country -there is 
j^hiefjy grafs, tljte :corn grounds by no 
paeans carried fuch gqod crops a* 1 «x- 
but the foil is in many places 
no^ey ^nd gravely. Grafs is what pays 
pej£: it feUs frequently for 50 s. 60s. and 
fas. a lpadj which, is 36 trufles* each 
56 lb. Two things here are very had $ their 
fences and, their ploughs, both very mate- 
rial to a farm. The hedges are dead ones j 
boughs interlaced four feet high in ftakes, 
and white-thorn planted by the fide of it, 
interim xedwith fallow ftakes, and without 
any ditches: this practice is a wretched 
one, for the fallow is fo quick a grower as 
to over-top the thorns and drip them to 
death, nor is it of any ufe as a fence itfelf, 
growing ragged and open at bottom. In 
Suffolk , &c. every one that is curious in fen- 
ces, keeps all plants from among the thorns, 
becaufe none unites with them^j and gaps 
are for ever made in the hedges, by means 
, of taking hold of fallows, hazels, oaks, 
a fires, or fuch plants, which are not offen- 
fively armed j whereas, a white-thorn fence 
4 s impenetrable j and their having no 
ditches, expofes the young plants entirely 
to the cattle. 

7 Thefe 
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Thefe particulars are not very intereft- 
ing, but you mult accept them inftead of 
thofe beyond my power to gain : I fliall 
foon fet out from London for the Weft of 
England , which journey will doubtlefs 
afford much matter in my path of obfer- 
vation. In the mean time I remain 
lincerely, 

Your’s, &c. 


LABOUR. 

Winter, i s. 6 d. and beer. 
Hay, 2 s. and beer. 

Harveft, zs. 6 d. and ditto. 



Digitized by 


Google 



t «* i 

’ L - ' - • 

LETTER IV. 

I TOOK the Uxbridge road to Oxford * 
foire ; very flat and unpleafant it is* 
toft the rkhnefs of the foil and culture 
makes amends for the dulnefs of the coun- 
try. About Atlon I obferved many crops 
of peafe and beans drilled, and kept per- 
fectly clean from weeds : This culture, 
with refpeCt to peafe, I remarked particu- 
larly, as feveral of the crops were young, 
and yet fupported themfehes, which I have 
frequently found much wanting, in the 
cleaning drilled peafe ; they are generally 
lb very weak, that they fall into the inter- 
vals, fo as to interrupt the hoeing, and 
let weeds rile ealily through them: but 
fome of thofe young crops flood fo upright, 
that I remarked it with furprize : and on 
examining them, found a little ridge of 
moulds drawn up in an exceeding neat 
manner to their roots to fupport them : I 
was particularly attentive to this piece of 
hulbandry, as I had never feen it perfectly 
praCtiled before. 

In the neighbourhood of Hays , is found 
two kinds of foil j one very heavy, and the 

other 
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other light turnip-land. The fofmer-they 
ufe chiefly for wheat and beans, but fow 
them in a courfe peculiar to themfelves $ 
they fallow for wheat, and after that Tow 
beans; whereas in land ftrang enough fo 
yield thofe crops, beans fliould be tfl$ fel- 
low, by means of thorough good cleaning, 
•and wheat fuccetd them ; which is . thfc 
pra£fice in the richeft parts of Effex. Vdi fy 
few oats or barley are fown in thefe hcaVy 
tracts. In the lighter ones their method 
is, i. Turnips, a. Barley, or 3. ( 36 ver« 
4. Wheat ; than which none oah ; ’be 
better. ’ ' 

Prices in this neighbourhood fun Vety 
high : day-labour in winter, is 1 s. 6*£and 
fmall-beer > in hay-time, 2 s. and 
and 2 s. (yd. in harveft and beer; hot the 
latter work is chiefly done by the 'jdfcfe. 
Hoeing beans, from 3 s. to 5 s. ad at re ; 
which is the cheapeft work they do. 
Reaping wheat per acre, 8 s. grafs, 2‘JV^Mr 

•- .. • \ j ■ A 

PROVISIONS, r 
d. ' 


Butter, - 

- 8 per lb. 


Beef, 

- 5 


Mutton, 

- $ 


3 


Veal,. 
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Teal, t t* $d.per ib. 

Bread, - a . > 

, t. ' V r • ....... , , ; .. . 4, 

• Theyploogh here in general with four 
hories, and- jdbin a line ; a man to hold 
the plough, and >a very ftout lad to drive, 
and do one acre a day. The breed of 
hogs, the true Chinefe, large, broad, and 
fhort legged, from London quite to 
Wickham . 

There is nothing mote retaarkable than 
the great variations in ruftic prices* with- 
out any apparent caufe. I have juft given 
you thofe about Hays, whereas they totally 
change in five or fix miles j for onexamin- 
. ing them again, I found them ad follows $ 
reaping wheat, 5 s, 6 s. and ys. per acre} 
mowing oats, * s. barley, 1 s: 2d. day- 
labour in winter, 1 s. in June and Julyt 
1 s. 2 d. in harveft, is. 64 . and board j 
and beer to all: thefe for 16 or 17 miles 
,lran London are very low; Thraftiing I 
found was all done by the day j a day’s 
Work at which, was reckoned four bu* 
fliels of wheat ; fix of barley ; and eight of 
oats. The foil of the country grew poorer 
as I advanced from Hays 3 rents I found 
run in general, from 7 s . to io*. and 64 . 

G 2 their 
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their middling crops about three quarters 
of wheat} as much of barley, . andah&UJt 
four of oats. Ploughing likewife varied 
in this fliort diftance conflderably ; for all 
the hoi fes I obferved at plough < were 
harnefled in couples, four toeach. - 
About High JVycomb the farms arU in 
general large, moft keep more teams than 
one: Mr. Betten of Handicraft has rjoo 
acres of arable land. To fpeak of a large 
farm here, or in fome other countries, » is 
a very different affair : here, five hor&s are 
always ufed to a plough, oftentimes fix, 
with two men, one to hpld and theofher 
to. drive: and an acre of ground they, 
reckon a good day’s work : if of fallowing, 
half or three- fourths of an acre. ) I do 
not write thefe particulars without afto- 
nilhment: I am fo ufed to obfervings 
exceeding ftrong foils in Suffolk ploughed , 
up at -the rate of an acre a day by one man; 
and a pair of horles, that I cannot-give* 
you thele vile remnants of barbarity yvjthw, 
out a great degree of dilguft} had I offered 
to a Buckingbamfhire farmer to fend him a 
fervant that would plough as in Suffolk* 
he would haye laughed in my face at 
abfurdity. 
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S i The ;COur fe of hulbandry in this neigh* 
fcfourhood is the bcftj turnips^ barley> 
ilover, wheat j often barley after wheat : 
this again is another poof,; th$t the foil 
doefr not require more than a pair of horfes 
to plough j for turnips are never fown but 
iw foils that are fomewhat light : one 
^mtdrkyhow’ever, I mult make, and that 
ippthe Adds are very hilly. Day-labour 
lUSffe, is out of proportion ; i j. in winter, 

and.2 j. in July : two guineas and board 

fer month in harveft. 

(Before I leave this neighbourhood you 
iJWlfip aitaw me to make mention of the 
noMfc park Of his Grace the Duke of Port- 
•'•at-' which is peculiarly 

foltiinate in fituation, by means of con- 
tradf/ The country adjoining is very flat, 
itpt well cultivated, and has few of thofe 
elegant varieties which are pleafmg to the 
traveller j but this happy fpot, which his 
prage ;has chofen for his park, contains 
not ar level acre j it is compoled of perpe- 
tual fwells and flopes, fet off by fcattered' 
plantations, difpoled in the jufteft tafte. 
The r exte»t is very great, and on the whole 
appears -to be one of the fineft parks I r.e- 
pieipbej- tp have feen. 

r G 3 Seech 
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Beech woods are" remarkably prevalent ^ 
in the tra£t of country between tyycomkr- 
and Tetford ; but they are all f(ftafl, 
appearing .td be little better than under- ' 
wood : the whole country is very Hilly, 
the foil litt]e elfe bat chalk. The firft thing 1 * 
which (truck me on leaving #}'«tf»£-towrt; 
was the noble feat of lord }e Hejpencefri- 
the houfe is by no means equal to the 
beauty of the ornamented environs. The 
fttuation is very agreeable on an eminence 
rifing from a mod elegant river, whkh 
meanders through the park and gardens, 
with the happieft effect } before the hotffe 
it forms an elbow, which looks like a 

. t V* I * 

large lake, and on which floats a' 
completely rigged, with a long-boat, and 
another lying along-fide ; her mads rifing 
above the adjoining trees, in a manner 
which adds greatly to the landfcape. On the 
fummit of a hill, which over-looks the 
whole country, his lordlhip has built 3 
new church, pretty much in the old fade j 
and very near it, a maufoleum ; •■ ■ ■- ■ q 
fexangled open wall of flints, with done 
ornaments, and a row of tufe^n pillars. 
On the infide runs a garter of Acme 
around it, and two of the fix divifions 

Ui UU.,i . * \ . v> < *-* fc '• t t * \ * « . • < * « • J 
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are occupied with dedications to the late 
Earl of iVeJlmorelandy and Lord Melcomb. 
There is not much to commend in the 
tafte of this building; but it is either 
unfinifhed, or the idea very incomplete, 
and the fituation is fuch, as to appear 
from many points of view to be one build- 
ing with the church, which has by no 
means a good e(Fe&. One circumftance, 
however, muft not be forgot, and that is, 
was St. Paul to preach in this church, he 
muft furnifh the neighbours with more 
than mortal legs to become his auditors ; 
for it was with the utmoft difficulty I could 
gain the top ; and you know pretty well 
that I am not wanting in a&ivity, for an 
unwieldy fize was never a misfortune of 
mine. This church, therefore, I confider, 
much in the fame ftile as Beatrice does 
Don Pedro for a huffiand ; fit only for 
feftivals, with another for common ufe— 
too elevated for every day. 

Before 1 leave Wycomby I muft tell you 
.what I faw at an ingenious wheel-wrightV, 
a new invented horfe-hoe, for ploughing 
between the rows of peafe and beans, in- 
vented by captain Lloyd of Braden, I am 

% V Q 4 b y 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



r .m ] 


by no means a drafts-man, but I wiH $ro, 
fent you wi^h fuch a {ketch a$ I took* r : 



1 * * . v ^ 

The length of the beam is nearly that of 
a common plough j the {hare flat in the 
middle, and to the point, but fifing £bou|; 
four inches high on each fide, to threap 
furge of moulds on each fide. The con-, 
trivance has merit, and the price of. the 
whole fo low as twenty .{hillings. 

From Wycornb up to Stoke > is through 
perpetual woods of beech} the foil all 1 
chalk} the crops of corn in general clean 
and good, but the turnpike-road declined 
greatly, infomuch, that I could fcartely 
believe myfelf in one} for near Tetford , 
they mend entirely of ftone, dug out of the 
hills, which are like quarries, apd are ip 
large flakes} fo that in thofe places, which . 
are juft mended, the horfe hobbles P^er" 
|hem, as if afraid of breaking his legs! 
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About - Stoke the land letts for 10 s. 
pn acre. Their courfe of hulbandry, with 

accidental exceptions, is, 1. Fallow. 2. 
Wheat. 3. Spring-corn. 4. Clover, two 
years. 5. Fallow. Good middling crops 
are, of wheat, three quarters per acre ; of 
barley 5$ of oats 4. Prices of work I 
think remarkably low. Day-labour all the 
year, except at harveft, is 1 s. 

In wheat -harveft, 2 s. and beer. 

Spring-corn, ditto, 1 s. 6 d. and beer.- 

Reaping wheat per acre, 5 s. 

Mowing barley, 1 s. 

Oats, 10 d. 

•* Graft, 1 j. 4 d. and 1 s. 6 d. 

The prices of provifions, however, are 
fomewhat lower than before : 

Mutton, - -4 Id. per lb. 

Beef, - - a 

Veal, - - 44. 

Butter, - - 7 

Six horfes to a plough, and do an acre 

a day j fometimes not fo much. From 

the top of Stoken-hill you have one of the 
moft extenfive profpeds I ever beheld ; but 
not fo rich and beautifully diverfified as 
that I mentioned near Billericay. In the 

vaie 
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vale die foil isall chalk, and doesnat carry 
above 7 s. an acre, r ' .--< *:•; 

The country from Retford to OcySrdis 
extremely difagreeabkj .barren, wild, and- 
almoft uninhabited* The road qalled by 
a vile proftiiution of language, a turnpik^ 
but chriftened, I apprehend, by people - 
who know not what a road is : it is all of 
chalk-ftone, of which loofe ones are every 
where rolling about to lame horfes. It is* 
full of holes, and the rutts very deep ; and 
withal, fo narrow, that I with great diffi- 
culty got my chair out of the way of the 
Witney waggons, and various machines 
which are perpetually paffing. The toll^ 
are very dear, and vilely unreafomjW|. 
(confidering the badnefs of the roads. Ilpfi 
bandry is by no means perfeft here.; in the 
neighbourhood of Witney there is a great 
variety of foils; fome I take to be ve^y 
rich, from their rent, which is 50 j. ^ny 
,3 /. an acre, while under tillage, (whicffis 
but for a year or two) and 20 s. and 25 ). 
when laid down again. But in the fame 
, neighbourhood, much inclosed lands lett 
for 20 s. and the common fields , 7 ^ 
to 12 j . Their courfe of husbandry f is 
• different from rnoft y u Wheat. 2. Beans, 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



[ 9 * 3 

3. Bairley. 4. Fallow. 5. Barley. 6. Clover f 
with variations. They fet their beans with 
a dibble, and keep them clean by hoeing. 
Foot ploughs are here ufed. 

DAY-LABOUR. 

All winter, and to hay-time, 1 s. 

In hay-time, 1 s. 6 d. 

In harveft, 2 s. 

No beer at any time. 

Hoeing beans, 2 s. an acre : this is lower 
than ever I heard of. 

Dibbling them, is. 8 d. a bulhel. 

Provifions as follows : 

Mutton, - -4 d. and 44. d. per lb. 

Beef, - - 4 

Butter, - - 7 

It is remarkable, that very few women 
and children are employed in this country 
in manufactures, molt of them work with 
the farmers; but fome few fpin. They 
reckon 3 qrs. of wheat a very good crop, 
and 4 of barley. The hogs are here all 
fed by the dairies ; never with clover. 

To be fo particular here on the city of Ox- 
ford as its contents juftly require, would not 
be confiftent with the purport of thefe letters, 
for they would fill a volume : the country, 
not towns, is the fcene of my obfervations ; 

and 
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and though I fometimea varyfromitbat 
plan, yet I mud not venture on fb ihongs 
a deviation as this cclebrated.cky. would 
require. However, , do . dot pafs through 
it, without remarking . the front . of 
Queens- College, and the Radclijf Library; 
which are modern pieces of architecture 
and beautiful. In the antique ftyle many 
colleges prefent themfelves, but they ajre 
hy no means equal to feme anffent cathe- 
drals in the fame gothic tade ; which tade, 
in comparifon with the Grecian architec- 
ture, is vile and barbarous* FramOxford 
we tpok the road to Blenheim ; that cele- 
brated palace, which has been by fome fa. 
exceflively abufed, and fo praifed hy others.' 
The front is a clutter of parts, fbdiftmft, 
that a gothic church has as much unity;, 
and, withal, a heavinefs in each part, 5 
which is infinitely difgufting. You enter 
firft the grand hall, which is the larged, 
and I think without comparifon, the fined 
I have feen in England: but in this room, 
as in mod others, there is fomething in the 
dimenfions which difgufts at fird fight; f 
are 53 by 44, and 60 high this vad 
* height, befides the difagreeable effect it 
has, in itfelf, takes off prodigioufly from. 

the 
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the appearance of largenels in the area at 
bottom. The fide againft the faloon, 
enlarges iifelf confiderably in the middle : 
iiKh the. center is the faloon door; and on 
each fide fome very large and magnificent 
Corinthian pillars, in a good taifte and pro- 
portion ; and over them a gallery, which is 
all done in a really grand ftyle ; and not a 
gallery ftuck to the wall, like an over- 
grown Ihelf, as at Houghton and Wilton ; 
or turned into the range of a bath, as at 
Holkatn: It would take a cube of an hun- 
dred feet to have a gallery totally around 
a- hall, in ^ juft tafte, like this at Blenheim 
and therefore it is infinitely preferable to 
add an additional ipa<je to one fide of the 
rpom, for a gallery, and the pillars to fup- 
port it r efpecially as they have a very fine 
effeft. fronting, as you enter the hall. By 
means of its being in the nature of a recefs, 
and not proje&ing into the room, there is 
no abruptnels or deficiency in its not 
being continued around the whole. No- 
thing offends in this room, but the excef- 
five height. 

The faloon is 44 by 33, and 45 high; 
which is the largeft I have feen: propor- 
tion is again fteftroyed by height; other- 

wife. 
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wife, this room would, . like the kail, be 
infinitely finer. The door-cafes are of 
marble, and exceedingly magnificent j but 
a ftone floor for a faloon is manifeftly im- 
proper. The fuite of rooms to the left, 
are as follows: — Drawing-room, 28 fquare* 
this is filled with pictures by Rubens : 

Holy Family. 

Roman Charity. 

Virgin and Child. 

Flight into Egypt. 

Offering of the wife-men j old mens’ 
heads exceeding fine. 

Lot driven out of Sodom. 

Our Saviour blefling the children; 

Paracelfus ; amazingly fine; 

Pope Gregory. 

The breakfaft-room, 24 fquare : here 
we find Silenus, and Andromeda , two pic- 
tures, both by Rubens j and fine. 

Woman taken in adultery. 

Circumcifion. 

Old man ; all three by Rembrandt, and 
very fine, efpecially the firft two. 

The Duke’s drefling-room, 24 fquare. 

The paflage-room. •/, 

Be-* 
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Befides thefe apartments, others were 
occupied by the family, which we could 
not fee; on the other fide of the Sa- 
loon, 

A drawing-room, 35 by 25. 

Another 35 by 25. 

Another 25 fquare : here is the death of 
Seneca, by Luca Giordano ; without any 
exprefiion of character, or the leaft trace 
of imagination. 

Edward VI. by Holbein. 

Deftru&ion of Troy, by Brughil. 

The chimney-pieces and glafs-frames in 
all the rooms hitherto mentioned, are in 
a very heavy tafte. 

The library 180 by 43 in the principal 
part, the middle ; and 30 at each end. 
This is the nobleft room applied to this ufe 
I ever faw : at one end is a very fine ftatue 
of Queen Anne, in white marble, by Ryf- 
brack j the front drapery of which is 
exceeding good. The chimney-pieces 
are likewife in a better tafte than any 
in the houfe. The marble pilafters around 
it, are by no means ornamental enough ; 
not proportionally fo with the other parts * 
they fltould certainly have been Corinthian 
pillars* 

Thd 
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The chapel is handfome, but has no- 
thing linking in it, except a very magni- 
ficent monument of the duke and dutchels, 
and their two children. 

There are no bed-chambers on the firft- 
floor. I fhould obferve to you, that thofe 
rooms in which I have not mentioned 
pi&ures, are hung with as fine Brufleh 
tapeftries, as you ever beheld j containing 
the hiftory of the great duke’s campaigns ; 
and in defign and colours are really admi- 
rable. 

Blenheim , upon the whole, can anfwer to 
none, who know it to be the monument of 
a nation’s gratitude : a pile raifed at the 
expence of the public, and meant to be 
great and magnificent, yet every thing 
that the occafion called for, might, and 
would have been effe£ted, had not the exe- 
cution fell to fuch a milerable architect as 
Vanburgh ; wliofe buildings are monuments 
of the vileft 'tafte. 

The park is very extenfive, and well plan- 
ed; the water exceedingly beautiful ; but the 
Rialto, as it is called, over it, a moll mifera- 
bly heavy, ungraceful piece of architeflure. 
One circumftance I {hall not omit, which is, 
the excellive infolence of the porters at the 
’ ’ . park- 
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park-gate, and at that into the court-yard j 
for I was a witnefs to their abufing a fingle 
gentleman in a very fcurrilous manner, . for 
not feeing them after giving the houfe-porter 
half a crown for feeing it. The perfon 
abufed complained aloud/ to feveral parties 
of this impudence, and obferved that he 
had feen mod: of the great houfes in the 
kingdom, but never knew a park or yard 
locked up by gentry who formed fuch a 
gauntlet. Him in the court, aflerted in an 
infolent manner, that the gate was his 
living. I hint thefe circumdances as 
a proof, that noblemen of the molt 
amiable chara&er, like the Duke of Marl- 
borough , have, unknown to them, the real 
magnificence of their feats tarnifhed by the 
fcoundrel infolence of the lowed: of their 
fervants. The vile cudom of not being 
able to view a houfe, without paying for 
the fight, as if it was exhibited by a J bow- 
man r, is detedable; but when it extends to 
double and quadruple the common fees 
and impudence, the exorbitancy calls aloud 
for that public notice to be taken of it, 
which its meannefs fo well deferves. 

Woodftock is famous for a manufacture of 
pglilhed deel and gloves, but does not 
H em- 
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employ above twenty or thirty hands in the 
former ; and forty or fifty in the latter. 
Journey-men in the fteel work eain^jdh' 
i r St to two guineas a week ; and men and 
women by making gloves, about 8 s. and 

9 s. a week. ' 

Between Woodjlock and Witney , about 
Hanborough, the hufbandry I found much 
the fame as the laft I mentioned. i» .Wheat. 
2. Beans. 3. Barley. 4* Fallow, When 
beans are not fown, then clover is Town 
among the wheat in fpring. They plant 
all their beans, and hoe them generally 
twice. They ufe both foot and wheel- 
ploughs, all with four horfes. Their 
manure they ufe entirely for the wheat and 
barley crops. A remarkable manner of 
eftimating crops here, is by the return in 
proportion to the feed; wheat, they reckon 
five or fix bulhels for one, and as they 
fow three, it amounts of courfe to about 
2 qrs. or 2 and 4. Barley, 3 quarters. 
Beans, 3 and 4.. 

They have no dairies here, and even 
feed their hogs in fummer with beans ; 
which is as curious a ftroke in hufbandiy 
as I have met with fince I left home. ^ The 

foil is generally a clay, with fome veins of 

fharp 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



I 99 ] 

fharp gravel; letts from gs. arable, to 
40 s. grafs, an acre. Day-labour is very 
reafonable. 

Winter and fpring, 1 * 

Hay-time, 1 s. 2d. 

Harveft, is. 6 d. 

Reaping wheat, per acre, 5 s. 

Mowing foft-corn, 8 d. 

— — Beans, 1 s. 9 d. 

— — Grafs, 1 s. 4 d. 

Hoeing beans, 3 s. 6 s. and 4^. each time. 

f PROVISIONS. 

Mutton, - - 44- d. per lb. 

Butter, - - 6 

Witney is very famous for its woollen 
inanufa&ory ; which confifts of what they 
call kerfey pieces, cearfe bear-lkins, and 
blankets. The two firft they make for the 
North American market ; vaft quantities 
being lent up the river St. Laivrence , and 
likewife to New-Tork. Their fineft blan- 
kets, which rife in price to 3 /. a pair, are 
exported to Spain and Portugal - } but all 
are fent to London firft in broad-wheel 

c* r , . 

wa Sgons, of which, four or five go every 
week. The fineft wools they work, come 
H 2 from 
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from Herefordjhtre and Worcejlerjhit e , and 
fell from %d. to 10 d. a pound. The 
coarfelt from Lincolnjhire j they call it 
dag docks ; they fell for 44 d. per lb. an,d 
are ufed for making the coarfe bear-lkins. 
There are above 500 weavers in this town, 
who work up 7000 packs of wool annu- 
ally. Journeymen in general, on an 
average, earn from tor. to 12s. a w eek, 
all the year round, both fummer and win- 
ter ; but they work from four to eight, 
and in winter by candle-light j the work 
is of that nature, that a boy of four- 
teen earns as much as a man. One of 
feven or eight earns by quilling and cor- 
nering, 1 s. 6 d. and is. 8 d. a week, and 
girls the fame. Old women of 60 and 70 
earn 6 d. a day in picking and forting the 
' wool : a good ftout woman can earn from 
iqd. to 1 s. a day by fpinning ; and. a girl 
of 14, four pence or five pence. They 
, weave according to the feafon; in winter 
kerfeys and bear-lkins ready for (hipping 
in the^ fummer up the St. Lawrence j and 
in fummer blankets for home confumption, 
aj$d Spain and Portugal . One remarkable 
circumltance is, that none of the manufac- 
turers ever work for the farmers. The 

Dlan- 
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blankets ufually purchased at home, are 
about 23 s. or 24 j. a pair, ten quarters 
Wide and twelve long j and the corners are 
Wrought for a halfpenny apiece. 


PROVISION S. 
; d. 

Mutton, - - 4 and 44. d. 

Beef, " , - 5 

Veal, - - 34 ; 

Bacon, - - 8 

Butter, - - 6 and 64 ^. 


The road from Witney to North Leach 
] is, I think, the worft turnpike I ever tra- 
velled in j fo bad, that it is a fcandal to 
the country. They mend and make with 
nothing but the Hone which forms the un- 
der ftratum all over the country, quite 
from Tetsford the other fide of Oxford. 
This ftone, which rifes in vaft flakes, would 
make an admirable foundation for a fur- 
face of gravel; but by ufing it alone, and 
in pieces as large as one’s head, the road is 
rendered molt execrable. 1 travelled it 
with a very low opinion of all the counties 
and places it leads to : for if they were 
inhabited by people of fortune and fpirit, I 
H 3 fliould 
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fhould think they would never fuifer, foftht 
a barbarous method of qjendieg .Jhebb 
capital road to fubfift. , . r , 0i i 

All the country is open* dull,, agd very, 
difagreeable, nor does a vigorous cuitpre{ 
of the earth; make any amends for thofq' 
unpleafing circumftances ; the crops ' 
generally very poor, and moftly full qfjr 
weeds ; a ftreng proof of bad. hylban^ 
dry j and' another equally fo, is theh >v fajb 
lows being the fame. About Burfor^ ^c^ 
Sberborn, -their courfes or cropsi are 
ous. Some fallow for wheat, a; \Djybfl 
bled peafe, 3. Barley: others varjfoih, 

1 . Wheat, z. Beans dibbled* pr. barigyj* 
3. Peafe j this is in the Iqw lands about 
S her born-, but on the CotfhUl-hilh they ; fgh $4 
crop, and lay down with ray-grafs, 
clover. They ufe all foot plongh8^ v -w&{i 
one wheel, and four hprfes in jfspgdkj 
plough about an acre a day. The (t QggQ 
fields on the hills lett in general for ahput 
5 1. or 6 s, an acre, die low meadows ahbh^ 
20 s. They reckon three quarters of 
to be a very good crop, and $s much 
barley and beans. The farms are in gene- 
ral large, indeed abfurdly fo, conGdering 
the manner of managing' theih^’fojr the 

fanti- 
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farm-houfes are all in the towns j fo that 
the farmers are at a prodigious diftance 
from their lands : they are in general 
2, 3, 4, and 500 a year, at about 5 s . 
Enclofing by no means flourifhes, for from 
* Tetsford to Oxford enclofures are fcarce; and 
from thence to North Leach , few or none. 
Mr. Dutton has planned fome at S her bom t 
but the fcheme goes on very flowly. It is 
amazing that a man of his confiderable 
fortune, can bear to live in the midft of 
fuch a vaftly extenfive property, in its pre- 
fent condition. All this bleak unpleafant 
country is ftrong enough for any kind of 
trees, and might therefore be ornamented 
with fine plantations, which would yield 
confiderable profit in a country wherein 
firing is fo fcarce*. And farm-houfes, 
barns, and all kinds of out-houfes might 
be built on the fpot, cheaper, I apprehend, 
than in any part of England for the ftone, 
which every where lies almoft within fix 
inches of the furface, forms the walls and 
covering (flates) of all the buildings in the 
country. 

* Scarce any wood. Coals brought from Gloucejier 
coft at Shtrborn 25 t. a tun. 

H 4 The 
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The price of labour here is very rea- 
fonable. 

Winter and fpring, Sd. gd. and 10 d. a day. 
Summer, i s. 

Harveft, i s. 8 d. 

Reaping wheat, 4 s. and 5 s. an acre. 
Mowing barley and oats, 6 d. and 9 d. 
Dibbling beans, 5 s. 

Hoeing ditto twice, 5 s. 

'I'hrafhing wheat, 2 s. per quarter. 

— Barley, 1 j-. 

— — — Oats, 10 d. 

Beans, is. . < 

PROVISIONS. 

Butter 74 d. The dearnefs of this article 
myft be owing to nine-tenths of the 
country being arable. 

Mutton, 4 d. 

Beef, 4 d. 

About North Leach they fow much fain- 
foinej they prepare for it by turnips, and 
fow it with oats, and mow it every year 
for about ten ; getting generally a tun, or 
a tun and an half of hay from it. 

Between North Leach and Frog- mill, the 
country improves continually, until it 

becomes 
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XpeBoitofcsvthat fnay really be called fine* 
About Stow, the feat of Lord Chedwortb, X 
^bfetvdd them for the firft time ploughing 
•with oxen, and to iny great indignation, 
eight large ones yoked to a plough, and 
Ikimdning'up the furfaceabout three inches 
deep *• wdrich the ploughman with a very 
grave face cd\\t& jliff work. It was a fain- 
foine lay, that had been pared and burnt 
about a month) before, half an inch deep : it 
was turning up for turnips; the a flies laid 
but thin, I fhould not imagine above two 
bulhels to a fquare rod. The price of 
paring, burning, and fpreading the allies, 
varies from 14 s. to 20 s. an acre. This is 
very, cheap; fuch an operation would, in 
$be eaftern parts of the kingdom, come-at 
leaft to three or four pounds an acre t 
fuch is the force of any practice being the 
cuftom of the country ! 

About Sbipton day-labour ufed all win- 
ter to be 8 d. 9 d. and 10 d. a day ; but the 
laft thfe; farmers railed it to is. for the firft 
time .onf account of the dearnefs of provi* 
fioes, and give the men is. 2 d. in the 
ipring ; is. 6 d. in mowing time, and 
1J. B d. at harvefl for five weeks. Oxen 
are’ pretty much ufed j I found they 

Tec- 
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reckoned them fomething cheaper than 
horfes, but that horfes did their work bet- 
ter. In fummer they feed them in both 
common and artificial grafiesj and in 
winter feldom give them any thing befides 
good ftraw, on which they work them : 
they put them to work at three years old, 
and continue them at it till five. The 
ploughs axe here very clumfy j the beams 
ten feet long, and all have wheel coulters. 

From Frog-mill to Crickly-hill , which 
leads into Gloucejler vale, the beauty of 
landfcape is great. Six miles from the for- 
mer, from the top of an hill; is feen to the 
right a moft prodigious profpeft, over an 
extenfive vale, bounded by Cheltenham hills, 
which feem to tower quite to the clouds; 
the inclofures appear in a bottom un- 
der you, and are very diftinft. On the 
whole, it is inferior only to that amazing 
one of Billericay. All this country is full 
of the beauties of landfcape ; the roman- 
tic fpots of Crickley-hill are exceedingly fine, 
or rather the whole forms a complete piece 
of fublime nature, and is well worthy of 
attention from thofe whofe nerves will 
fuffer them to relifh thofe forts of obje£ts. 

The 
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-The hufhandry of this tra£f does not 
materially differ from the preceding ones j 
however, I lhall prefent you with the par- 
ticulars I gained a knowledge of j and as 
to a repetition of fome particulars, I know 
you will excufe them, who are fenfible that 
I had better dwell in tautologies of that 
nature, than negleft giving you particular 
information. Their courfe of crops is, 
i. Barley. 2. Clover for two years. 
3. Wheat. 4. Peafe. They reckon two 
quarters a middling crop of wheat, and 
the fame of oats, and of barley three. 
Rents run from 6 s. an acre to 12 s. but in 
general 6 s. or 7 s. The farms above hill 
are large ; from two to three hundred a 
year, and fome more : but in the vale of 
Gloucefter they are much lefs. What grafs 
they have they mow ; very few beafts are 
grazed, and but few dairies, except in the 
vale, where they have all that fine breed of 
' hogs, which at Barnet market are called 
the Sbrcpjhires j with exceeding long car- 
caffes, and long flouching ears, which 
almoft trail upon the ground, to make way 
for their nofes. Sainfoine is much fown 
in all this country, and lafls generally 
about ten years, fome longer, and their 
* method 
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method of breaking it op, as well ds ift'ee^ 
pOftuites, after they 7 haver laid about ' ten 
years, is by paring and burning 1 ,' they 
take off the fur face about ‘half an inch' 
thick, and plough in the allies' Fof’ turnips, 
Jbmetimes for wheat. The price of this 
work is fomething under twenty {hilling 
an acre. Oxen are much uled for’ all tw 
purpofes of hulbandry j never lefs thati'i$* 
in a plough', frequently eight. They lard 
reckoned the moft profitable by fdrhe' far- 
mers, and horfes by others; but it is gene** 
rail/ agreed, that when a man’ keeps twp 
teams, his ever the moft ^fitahfetb have 
one of them of oxen. Day-labour is ex- 
ceedingly cheap: Cj ‘ 

^ " •• ‘ *0 ^ *• 

- - 

In winter, &c. to hay-time, %d. 9 d. and 
10 d. the ftoUtfeft i fellows dftdrt w&nb 
work' for 9 d. and cannot readily get it. 
In hay-time, for mowing, i s. and 1 s. 'i'i. 
In harveft, is. 8 d. . »v ‘ 

Reaping wheat per acre, 4 s. and 5 j. J ‘ “ 
Mowing fpring corn, 10 d. and 4 i s. "' n '* 
Thralhing wheat, 2 s. a quarter. " ’ s ; jUi 
—Barley, 1 s. 

» i 1 Oats, 10 d. ■ -.< 

1 ^“ ' k 
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A flout waggon cofts from 16 /. to 20 /. 
and a plough ironed complete for half a 
guinea, which is amazing. 

PROVISION S. 

V 

Beef, - 4 per lb. ~ « 

button, - 44. " ‘ 

Butter, - 7 . ~ \ ' 

■ Breadj «atber mor£ than 2 &. per lb. 54 lb. 
.for 1 s. 

* Thei'e is no‘ martufa&ure nearer .than 
Gloucefter j tfye ftaple bif Which city is pins, 
whicfiemploys nebr 460 hands, of whom 
a great number are women and (children : 
good hands at poiKting aind flicking earn 
ifromio 4, to i % a and 15 s. a week: chil- 
dren of 8, 10, and 11 years old, earn 
2 d. and 3 d. a day j but fome journeymen 
do not get more than 7 s. 8 s. and 9 s. a 
week : the wages in general are gopd. 
There are fome glafs-houfes in this city } 
and a pretty brilk trade carried on by 
means of the Severne } with Sbrew/bury, &c. 
and Brijlol. 

PRO- 
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PROVISIONS, 

J. 

Bread, - - 2 per lb. , . ; ; . 7/ y 

Butter, - - si - t - ii 1 

Mutton, - - 4 

Beef, - - 34 and 4 J. . 

Veal, ~ "3 a& y • Ji 

Bacon, ~ - 8 ,'inont 

Candles by the fiflgle pound, 7 fey 
three’s, 64^. 1, 0 bn* 

oJt 

You muft allow me here to, put a 
period to this letter. 

J ;• Adieu, Sir} 

NewaWtn, Monnisadjfliire, , 

3 «y ^ -v ; * ’ •'* 5 -jdsr 


iiii. . a c • • 7 -i . >v ,c ••*> xx^cMxi* 
• ;o - . . . n. *- >■ .* ■ -v ahh til limb 

virfi 7*iiiu . ; vr .>- ■!'■.. >v ;. ;c : * - viul-ern'T ~ 
hr. ; .i ii ;>' * iKpiwjBkf 

^xic/n. jv: .?;•>: ^ erff vd 

; v;i.> . 105 ,' : • vbnil 


iio r^enfn. 4’ 5 ^ * ;>v< 4 * n* waiv 

.Vh • : ,bhe;j- <« : i>»fdl 

.. . ..: .zrA i/fii- 4 b 5 lifo«t 

*' ■ • • ■ '• ,* • r 

/ ' " ' 
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LETTERV. 

I WAS infinitely furprized to find the fame 
ftony, hard, rough, and curfed roads* 
mifcalled turnpikes, all the way from 
Gloucejler to "Newttbanii which is 1 2 miles: 
it is all a narrow lane, and moll infai- 
moufiy ftony $ it is the fame ftone ‘as the 
Other fide of the Severne, but much harder* 
and confequently more jolting, and cutting 
to the horfes feet; nor is it fo much as 
level, but rutts all the way ; and what 
remarkable, I found by them, that they 
build their waggons with their wheels full 
three inches nearer to each other than in 
the eaftern counties, which is Jurprizing : 
a Norfolk or Suffolk waggon could not flir 
even in this tvr/rpike-'road. . 

This line of country Is very hilly and 
pi&urefque ; for the road runs all the way 
by the Severne , which has a bold ftiore, 
finely wooded, and breaks upon the 
view in a very pleafing manner. The 
land is good, and well cultivated *, all 
inciofed, and lets, the arable for 10 s. and 
the meadow for 20 s. 1 was amazed to find 
that day-labour was much higher in this 

coun- 
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country, than on the other fide of Gku- 
cejler : 

In winter, i o d. and oftener i s. 

In hay-time, i s. 6 d. 

In harveft, i s. and board and beer. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread, - - 2d. 

Butter, - -6 d. 

Mutton and beef, 4 d . 

from Neivtiham to Chepflow the road 
continues excefiively ftoney, and made in 
the fame vile manner as that from Glouces- 
ter ; though here and there is a quarter of 
a mile that is pretty good : but their method 
of mending occafions their roads to be fo 
very bad ; this is fufficiently proved by 
about a quarter of a mile of good road, 
made by Mr. Batterfea , againft his pad- 
dock ; this is done with the fame ma- 
terials, with the only difference of 
reducing them to very fmall pieces, not 
larger than common pebbles, and widen- 
ing and levelling it. In many places the 
road is fo very narrow, that my chaife 
with great difficulty got through it without 
rifing on the banks. The whole country 

covers 
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covers a ftrafum of the fame. rock, which 
I firft met with near Woodjiock , and conti- 
nued regularly from thence to Chepflow. 
But there is one circumftance, which 
would make the belt turnpike in England 
extremely bad to travel, and that is the 
perpetual hills, for you will form a clear 
idea of them if you fuppofe the country to 
reprelent the roofs of houfes joined, and 
the road to run acrofs them. 

The lands are rich and fertile, and the 
meadows, efpecially, very fine. The courfe 
of crops on their ploughed ground, is, 
i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Peafe. 4. Oats. 
5. Turnips. 6. Barley. 7. Clover and ray- 
grafs. They ufe oxen chiefly, many far- 
mers keeping no horfes, plough with five, 
fix, and fometimes eight, and ufe only 
foot-ploughs of a very clumfy conftru< 5 tion. 
They reckon two quarters and an half, a 
good crop of wh^at, and three and an half 
of barley: about Lidney , land at an ave- 
rage letts for 14J. per acre ; but in fome 
other places it runs up to 20 s. and more. 
Day-labour continues dear. 

In winter, w. , 

In fpring, 1 s. 2 d. 

In harveft, 1 s. and board and beer. 

r • A I Mow- 
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Mowing gra&, i 


acre, and bees* 


PROVISIONS, 

d. 

Sutter, *> ~ A* 

Mutton, - - 4 

Beef, - * 3 ^ 

Bread, - -2 

Veal, *» ■ . r 3 ‘ 


In all this Country, the method of fepa* 
rating the chaff from the. corn in drdPSng* 
it, is by means of turning an engine over 
it}, of wfhichl took the following drafts 



CtZACJ K A <5-1 Crf e* ra n+ *5* Km Jf 5-.5A*--* •* >i. to ^ >a- ^ • c* -a *5- r, a. «a 

r 00 a a r4 a a a K/ jf C o K*«a^r<./ur^r^^r-. ^ ra 

r . rj R4 rj r. ^ ^ »r. r. r e- r. b. e. r. r* r. r, i r »i n r4 r- r. r,, M 


- ■!. r. r, e- *> r. ru Ki r. r-. r. »s 15 k r, rj r- r j . 
v -c- kuxUjv'-.jc.#'. r. cut c *^r-i •*«, '■- 


1. The corn. a. Th^ flyers, corrfUfeingcof 
pieces of cloth, which are -nailed^ by-’tbe 
edge to the center- turning-piece — 
4. 4. The fupporters. 5. A- kind of : bal- 
lance-wheel, as I fuppok, at lealtyfor 1 11 ! 
could fee nO other ufe-itt it. 

jl - Around 
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Arotmd Ghepftow, for (bare miles, therd 
fees a great quantity of very good meadow* 
ground, which letts from one guinea to 
two per acre ; but their arable land is in 
general about 12 s. They ufe oxen chiefly 
for ploughing, fix at a time, and often 
mix them with, horfes. Labour, very dear t 
the fame as laft minuted j or if any diffe- 
rence, rather dearer. 

About LatrvacBers, which is the mid- 
Way between Cbeffto'Oo and Neveport, they 
have a great mixture of good and bad 
hulbandfy. As to all the general ceconomy 
dnd management of then farms, it is gene- 
rally bad ; for I found them univerfal in 
employing fupernumet-ary Hands and beafts, 

' Wifhouft giving their lands a proportionable 
tultiiite, than which there cannot be a 
more’ unprofitable practice : their numbers 
of eacH j appeared to me pretty much as 
12 oxen and 4 or 5 horfes to Ido acres of 
arable land; and 4 or 5 men-ftrvants and 
"boys ? .and as many labourers 1 moft part of 
•ffie^dafif whlc& on the whole, ought to 
be ptodu&ive of infinitely better, and more 
•garifcn-Eke -hulbandry than is tb be met 
%i^h : here r and In the management of 
•their people they’ and ftfangely remifs, for 
- v - h i I 2 not* 
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notwithftanding their wages are good, yet 
I found upon inquiry, that they fuffered a 
furprizing degree of idlenefs among them, 
and languid execution of their bufinefs: 
and notwithftanding the foil is tolerably 
light, and many fields level, yet the ridi- 
culous cuftom of ploughing with fix, and 
even eight oxen continued here, which 
ftrength of cattle never did above an acre a 
day, and very frequently not above half an 
acre ; and when they carry out their corn 
to the ports on the Severn , which are at a 
fmall diftance, they don’t load fix or eight 
itout oxen with more than io facks, and 
not often more than eight. All thefe in- 
ftances are marks of wretched ideas of 
general management. But with fuch 
marks of miferable osconomy I did not 
remark any fields of wheat or barley very 
foul with weeds; -but in general clean eijops, 
which is a point of great importance. , 
Their courfe of crops is in general as 
follows, 1. Fallow. 2, Wheat. 3. Bar- 
ley. 4. Oats. 5. Ray-grafs and clover, 
from three to eight years, then pare and 
burn; and 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 
4. Glover, two years. 5. Wheat. The firffc 
is miferable hulbandry, and the Igtjter. bad. 

- ‘ "Their 
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Their fallow for wheat confifts of three 
ploughings ; they fow two bufhels of feed 
(9 gallon meafure) on an acre, and reckon a 
middling crop between 1 5 and 20 bufhels ; 
they then give two earths for barley, of 
which they fow three bufhels, and confider 
from 16 to 20 bufhels a middling crop. 
The oats they fow on one ploughing, 3^ 
bufhels to an acre ; 15 the medium : when 
they throw beans in, which is no regular 
husbandry with them, they fow them on 
one earth, four bufhels to an acre, or if 
they fet them, two, and reckon 1 5 bufhels 
a middling crop, but never hoe them. If 
they fow peafe, which they likewife throw 
in irregularly, they give them but one earth 
to harrow in, but if for under-furrow, 
then they plough twice ; fifteen bufhels a 
medium, but never hoe. Turnips are not 
commonly fown, not fo common as they 
ought, confidering that fome of their lands 
are extremely dry and light, but rich 
withal j but they never hoe them : their 
crops, therefore, may eafily be fuppofed 
Without defcription j they ufe them chiefly 
for their fheep, (of which, by the by, they 
have but few ; Mr. Morris of Persfield had 
critic a thoufand, which is thought a wonder) 
•'*' I 3 but 
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but ferae feed their oxen with them. What 
apples they can have* I have no concep- 
tion, for they fow above a quart of feed on 
an acre, and all the culture they give them* 
is that of a harrowing. 

Farms are in general fmall, from 40 /, 
to aoo /. a year, but chiefly from 40 1. to 
joo /. and the rents run from 7 s. 6 d. to 
jo s. an acre arable, and about 12 s. or 
145. grafs ; exceeding fine tra&s of land 
are let on ap average at 15 /. Meft of the 
farmers in this neighbourhood are fenfible 
of the fuperior profit attending grafs-lands, 
on comparifon with arable, and accord- 
ingly they have generally more of it than 
©f ploughed land. Lime is the great ma- 
nure here} they think little can be done 
without it} infomueh, that every large 
farm has a kiln for burning lime-ftone, of 
which the whole country has quarries. 
They generally lay on what they call three 
dozen ; fome four or five, that is fo many 
dozen bufttels, I was informed in Here- 
fordshire, the farmers go 20 miles, and pay 
3 s. a dozen for it. 

As to the labour, it is here in general 
c s. a week. 

Jn fpring, 6 i. 

In 
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In htfrvcft, 6 s. andvi&uals; drink withall. 
Heaping wheat,. g t. and $s. 6d. 

Mowing grafs, 1 4. bd, and a dinner and 
drink. 

But in fome villages they are as follows. 

In winter to harveft, 2 s. 6 d. a week, and 
vi&uals and drink. 

In harveft, 5*. and boys of from 7 to 12 
years of age, from 1 d. to ii. d. a day. 
Reaping, 6 s. 

Mowing grafs 10 d. and a dinner every 
other day and drink. 

Thefe variations are unaccountable in fe 
fmall a diftance. 

PROVISIONS. 

Butter, 6 d. 

Whey ditto, for poor people, 3-i d. and 4 d. 
Candles, 6 d. 

Mutton, 4 d. 

Beef, 3^ d. and 4 d. 

Veal, 2±d. 

Bread, 2d. 

Coals, is. 3 d. for 2 Ct. laid in, and 3 s. 
for as much as fix horfes or oxen can 
draw from the pit. 

Cheefe, 3 4 d. 

I 4 But 
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But I know of nothing in this country 
fo cheap, as the articles which form,, what 
the farmers, call wear and tear j a new 
waggon, irons and all complete, with a 
tire on the wheels near, an inch thick, 
cofts but from 8 /. to io /. 

A good cart, 4 /. 

A new plough and irons, from 7 s. 6 d. to 

10 s. 6 d. 

A pair of horfe harrows, from gs. to 1 /. 

I forgot to remark to you, that altho’ 
they keep a good many hogs here, yet have 
they no idea of that exceeding profitable 
method of feeding them entirely with 
clover, they depend on nothing for them 
but whey ; it is to the dairy they chiefly 
apply their grafs, though many beafls are 
fatted in there. 

But, my dear fir, what am I to fay of 
the roads in this country ! The turnpikes! 
as they have the aflurance to call them. \ 
and the hardinefs to make one pay for. 
From Cbepftow to the half-way-houfe 
between Newport and Cardiff, they con- 
tinue mere rocky lanes, full of hugeous 
if ones as big as one’s horfe, and abominable 
holes. The firfl fix. miles from Newport , 
they were fo deteftable, and without either 

direct 
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dire£lion-pofts, or mile-ftones, that I 
could not well perfuade myfelf I was on 
the turnpike, but had miftook the road j 
and therefore afked every one I met, who 
anfwered me, to my aftonifhment, Ya^as. 
Whatever bufinefs J carries you into this 
country, avoid it, at lead, till they have 
good roads : if they were good, travelling 
would be very pleafant j for cultivated hills 
are of all other trails of country the moll 
picturefque, and moll of thefe hills (which 
in more level countries, would be called 
mountains) are cultivated to the very tops, 
and cut into very beautiful inclofures by 
quick hedges. I mull, however, allow 
that the laft fixteen miles to Cambridge they 
are exceeding good; the ftones bound 
firmly together, no loofeones, nor any rutts. 

Around Newport> though at no great 
diftance from the laft named place, I 
found a variation in fome articles, which 
is worthy minuting : their courfe of crops 
is, i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley, 
4. Clover, two years. 5. Wheat. They 
have but a fmall proportion of grafs to 
their arable lands, and ufe oxen in the 
cultivation j generally fix to a plough, 
which fcarcely do an acre a day. For 
.. wheat 
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wheat they plough four times, and reckon 
15 bufhels a middling crop. For barley 
they plough three or four times, fow three 
bulhels, and reckon 15 a middling crop* 
For oats they plough hut once; fow 24 
bulhels, and 15 the medium. They plough 
likewife but once for beans,, and in com- 
mon never hoe them : but Mr. ’Kmmifs of 
Newport, has introduced the method of 
fetting them in rows, and keeping them, 
clean by hand-hoes. Their culture of 
turnips is ridicule itfelf ; for they plough, 
but once, and drag in the feedSvith ox- 
drags, then harrowing, and never hoe; 
the crop may be gueffed at. Farms m 
general run from 15/. to 150^ a year;, 
and the rent of arable-land from 5 j. to, 
12 f. an acre; and of grafs from 7*. to 3 5 r* 
Labour the cheapeft I have any where yet 
met with. 

All the year round, 10 d. a day. 

Mowing per acre, 1 s. 8 </. and dinner and 
beer. This is out of all proportion. 

An ox-boy to drive, 4 d. a day. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread, - -2 d. per lb. 

Butter, - - ' 5 

Mqt- 
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d. 

Mutton, -. 

34- 

Beef, 

4 

Veal, 

2 

Coals per bulhel. 

34 , to gall, meafure. 

Cheefe, - 

34- 


About Cmv bridge and Bridgend in Gla- 
morgan/hire the hulbandry is the moil: im- 
perfect I ever met with j and totally con- 
trary to the molt common ideas in more 
informed counties. To give you .fome 
notion of their management, let me inform 
you, that fome farmers keep two, three, 
and four hundred flieep, and yet never 
fold them ; which is fo extravagantly ftupid, 
that I was aftonifhed at it : About Bridgend 
there are many farms which confift of a 
very light fand, efpecially near Cantillon, 
and yet no turnips are fown : one farmer 
from England, in the latter parilh, fowed 
two acres, and was at great pains to hoe 
them well, and keep them clean j the 
neighbouring ones ridiculed him infinitely, 
and really thought him mad ; but were 
furprized to fee what a crop he gained, 
for it was very confiderable, and he fold it 
by the fack to all the neighbouring towns 

to 
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to vaft profit : this practice he has fince 
continued ; but ftrange to tell, has never 
been copied ! 

I walked over feveral trafls of land near 
Bridgend \ bordering on the Briftol chan- 
nel, which would produce admirable car- 
rots and potatoes, and the crops which the 
country-people have of thefe roots in their 
gardens, on the very fame foil as the fields, 
are admirable; I would engage to get as 
fine crops of them on thefe lands as any in 
the world. 

Their prefent hufbandry, from the beft 
information I could get, as well as a mi- 
nute obfervation, is this ; they fallow and 
lime, which is done very cheap; the 
quantity they lay upon a cuftomary acre, 
which is eighteen feet to the perch, is four 
or five curnocks, as they call them, each 
twelve hoops, and each hoop three pecks, 
confequently 450 bulhels on an acre, which 
they burn on their lands fo cheap as 1 s. 
zd. a curnock, others who purchafe it, 
pay 2 s. 6 d. or 3 s. It lafts good four 
years ; the courfe then is, i. Wheat. 

2. Barley. 3. Oats. 4. Oats. 5. Fallow. 

. Others run different. 1. Wheat. 2. Barley. 

3. Oats, 4. Pcafe or beans. Others again, 

- 1. 
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I, Wheat. 2. Barley. 3. Clover. 4. Wheat) 
but few, however, are confiderate enough 
for this. They generally give three plough- 
ings for wheat, fow three bufhels, and 
reckon a middling crop from 25 to 30 
bufhels. Then for barley they plough twice 
or thrice more; and think 25 bufhels a 
middling crop. Of beans, ij bufhels, but 
they never hoe them. For oats they 
ijever plough but once; and for peafe 
twice. Sometimes they fow clover; and 
what I have not obferved of an age, feed: 
their hogs with it, even to depending in a 
good meafure on it. 

Farms are here in general fmall ; from 
30 /. to 100 /. a year is the common run of 
the country.) and land about Cambridge 
letts, the grafs at 20 s. and the arable at 
10 s. but about Bridgend, where the foil 
is much more fandy, there is a great deal 
lett for 5 s. They employ oxen for moft 
of the purpofes of draught and tillage: to 
a farm of 50 /. a year, you will generally 
find eight and two horfes; they yoke four 
to a plough, and fometimes fix, and plough 
an acre a day in common ; but when 
they break up their fallows, not above half 
as much. Farmers who do not rent above 

30/. 
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30/. a year, keep only four oxen: in 
general I found their farms to contain 
more ploughed land than grafs. 

Prices- of labour all the year roundt 

Thofe men who have conftant work, u* 
a day. 

An ox-boy to drive, 3 A. and 4. A. a day. 

If labourers are taken at various prkes, 
then they run a s follow} In winter, 1 s. 
In hay-time, is. In harveft, is. 6 A. 
Reaping wheat, 4 /. and 4 s. 6 A. 

Mowing com, 1 s. 3 A. and is. 6 A. and' 
drink. 

Mowing grafs, 1 r. 8 A. and drink. 

PROVISIONS* 

A. 

Bread not quite 2 per lb. 

Butter, - 5 

Skim cheefe, 2 and z^A. 

Mutton,' - 3^ 

Beef, - - 4 

Veal, - 3 

Candles, - 7 ’ 

I forgot to tell you, that burnbeaking is 
known here and prattifed by fome farmers, 

but 
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but not enough to have a fettled price pet 
acre for it ; they do it therefore by the day. 
Moll of their draughts are performed by 
one fcorfe* in fuch a Hedge as this ; 





< ‘ ' * » 

а. a. the (hafts like thofe of a waggon or 

part which Hide on the ground on the ends 

б. b. c. is a femicirculav boop from '(haft 
to (baft* to keep in the facks or bundle of 
hay or wood, &c. which, is laid, on the 
crofs-bars, A 4. The machine is light,, and 
much preferable to carrying the weight on 
the back. ; - 

It is a yery great pity the Gktnorgapfflrf 
gentlemejaidcK ; nc>t on a large fcale praftjfp 
a.hetter hu&andry, that, the force of mifper 
roua examples mightinfjn^e the- farmers 
to change their bad methods. Theft fod 
.is capable pjf as great improvements as any 
4 ever fa,w, : -e(pecially in- the light. pa^tf. 
The great .points they want to be lyvelliifr- 
drafted in are thefe : Fir/1, The general 

ma- 
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man&gement of their farms, in refpeft of 
drai ght cattle, to keep no more than 
necefiary for their work, but if they will 
keep a larger number, to give them a better 
idea of employing them proportion ably to > 
the improvement of their lands. Secondly, 

Folding of fheep, many of them having 
good flocks, but never fold them. ‘ Thirdly , 

The turnip and carrot hulbandry : great 
quantities of their land being admirably 
adapted to both, but unknown, and when 
a few turnips are fown, they are never 
hoed. Fourthly , The fowing of fainfoine, 
which grafs would thrive finely upon their 
lime-ftone lands ; but they are unac- 
quainted with it. Fifthly , Cropping their 
fields in a better courfe, and not continue 
in the vile cuftom of fowing a crop of 
barley, and two crops of oats after one 
of wheat, on the credit of a fallow and 
liming, which many of them do. No foil 
can be better adapted to fuch courfes as 
thefe: i. Turnips. 2. Barley. 3. Clover. 

4. Wheat. 5. Carrots. 6. Oats. Or only 
1. Turnips. 2. Barley. 3. Clover. 4. Wheat. 

But the former laying down with fain- 
foine, among the oats, is preferable. 

~ • ~ ' The 
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iThe fitUatioh of Glamorganshire is very ad- 
vantageous j few counties more fo. For they 
lay along the Brijlol channel, and have many 
little ports in it, by which means they have 
a ready market at Brijlol for every thing * 
and on the weftern fide lies their vaft cop- 
per, lead, and tin-works, about Neath and 
Swanfea, in which above 500 hands are 
employed, which neceflarily occafion a 
great confumption. Thefe works were 
eftabliflied on account of the cheapnefs of 
coals and labour, for the copper and tin 
are brought over from Cornwall. 

I fhould not omit to inform you, that 
Cowbridge is a very neat, clean, well paved, 
well built town ; much prettier than either 
Chepflow, Newport , Cardiff, or Bridgend ; 
the latter of which places, and its environs, 
forms the weftermoft point of my tour : I 
purpofe on my return to Chepftow, to view 
Mr. Morris's famous place at Persjield, anid * 
in my next letter, will aim at fome defcrip- 
tion of it. 

I remain, &c. Yours. 
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LETTER Vi: 

I F your purpofe is feeing Persfield ', you 
go from Chcpjlow up the Monmouth road, 
v (unlefs you go by water, which is a 
pleafant fcheme enough) and pafs dire&ly 
to the houfe : we were fhewn to an adjoin- 
ing part of the garden, which confided of 
flopes and waving lawns, having flirubby 
trees fcattered about them with great tafce, 
and ftriking down a fhort walk a little to 
the left, came at once to a little fequeftred 
fpot, fhaded by a fine beach tree, which 
commands a landfcape, too beautiful for 
fuch a daubing pencil as mine to attempt 
to paint j Mr. Dodjley, with his dells and 
his dingells, and fuch exprejjive terms , might 
make amends for the want of a Claud 
Loraine •, however, fuch an idea as my 

plain language will give jou, follows : 

This little fpot, over which the beech tree 
fpreads, is levelled in the vail rock, which 
forms the fhore of the river Why , through 
Mr. Morris’s ground ; this rock, which is 
totally covered with.a ihrubby-underwood, 
is aimed; perpendicular from the water to 
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the rail Which enclofes the point of vidwl 

One of the fweeteft valleys ever beheld 
lies immediately beneath, but at fucft a 
depth, that every objedt is diminifhed, 
and appears in miniature. This valley 
confifts of a complete farm, of about forty 
inclofures, grafs, and corn-fields, inter- 
fered by hedges, with many trees ; it is a 
peninfula almoft furrounded by the river, 
which winds diredtly beneath, iii a manner 
wonderfully romantic j and what makes 
the whole picture perfedt, is its. being en- 
tirely furrounded by vaft rocks and preci- 
pices, covered thick with wood, down to 
the very water’s edge. The whole is an 
amphitheatre, which feems dropt from the 
clouds, complete in all its beauty. 

From thence we turned to the left, thro’ 
a winding walk cut out of the rock j but 
with wood enough againfl: the river to 
prevent the horrors, which would other- 
wife attend the walking on fuch a precipice! 
after palling through a hay-field, the con- 
trail: to the preceding views, we entered 
the woods again, and came to a bench 
inclofed with Chinefe rails in the rock, 
which commands the fame valley and 
river all fringed with wood ; fome great 
K 2 rocks 
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rocks in front, and juft above them tfie 
river Severn appears, with a boundlefs 
profpeft beyond it. 

A little further we met with another 
bench inclofed with iron rails, on a point 
of the rock which here is pendent over the 
i-iver, and may be truly called a fituation 
full of the terrible fublime: you look im- 
mediately down upon a vaft hollow of 
wood, all furrounded by the woody preci- 
pices which have fo fine an effe6t from all 
the points of view at Pen field ; in the rriidft 
appears a fmall, but neat building, the 
bathing-houfe, which, though none of the 
beft, appears from this enormous heighth, 
but as a fpot of white, in the midft of the 
vaft range of green : towards the right is 
feen the winding of the river. 

From this fpot, which feems to be 
pufired forward on to the rock by the bold 
hands of the genii of the place, you pro- 
ceed to the temple, a fmall neat building 
on the higheft part of thefe grounds; and 
imagination cannot form an idea of any 
thing more beautiful than what appears 
full to your ravifhed fight from this amaz- 
ing point of view. You look down upon 
all the woody precipices, as if in another 

region. 
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region, terminated by a wall of rocks j 
juft above them appears the river Severn 
in fo peculiar a manner, that you would 
fwear it walhed them, and that nothing 
parted you from it but thofe rocks, which 
are in reality four or five miles diftant. 
This deceptio vifis is the moft exquifite I 
ever beheld, for viewing, firft the river 
beneath you, then the vaft rocks rifing in 
a fliore of precipices, and immediately 
above them the noble river Severn , as if a 
part of the little world immediately before 
you j and laftly, all the boundlefs profpeft 
over Gloucefierjhire and Somerfetfhire , are, 
together, fuch a bewitching view, that 
nothing can exceed it, and contains more 
romantic variety, with fuch an apparent 
jun&ion of feparate parts, that imagination 
can fcarcely conceive any thing equal to 
the amazing reality. The view of the 
right, over the park, and the winding 
valley at the bottom of it, would, from 
any other fpot but this, be thought re- 
markably fine. 

The winding road down to the cold 
bath, is cool, liequeftered, and agreeable. 
The building itfelf is exceffively neat, and 
W?U qpptrived, and the fpring, which fup- 
K. 3 plies 
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plies it, plentiful and tranfparent. You 
wind*froin it up the rockj but here, I 
irsuft be allowed juft to hint a want, if 
any thing can be wanted in fuch a fpot as 
Persfield. This walk from the cold bath, 
is dark and rather gloomy, but breaks and 
objects are rather fcarce in it ; the trickling 
ft ream you have juft left, puts one in mind 
of a cafcade, which would be here vaftly 
beautiful, but does not appear throughout 
all the walks of Persjield. On the left, to- 
wards the valley, there is a prodigious hol- 
low filled with a thick wood, which almoft 
hangs beneath you ; from the walk, an 
opening down through this wood might 
eafily be made, with juft light enough let 
in, to Ihew to advantage the gufti of a 
cafcade; to look backwards, afiant upoxt 
luch an objeff, would be infinitely pi<5tu- 
refque amidft the brownnefs of this hanging 
grove. I know not whether water could 
be brought there ; but if it could., never 
was there a fituation for viewing it to fuch 
advantage. 

Palling on, there are two breaks from 
this walk, which opens to the valley in a 
very agreeable manner, and then leads 
through an extremely romantic cave, hol- 
lowed 
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lowed out of the rock, and opening' to a ’ 
fine point of view. At the mouth of this ' 
cave fome fwivel guns are planted j the ' 
firing of which occafion a repeated echo ' 
from rock to rock in a moll furprizing 
manner. Nor mull you pafs through 
this walk without obferving a remarkable 
phenomenon of a large oak, of a great age, 
growing out of a cleft of the rock, without 
the leaft appearance of any earth. Pui> 
fuing this walk, as it rifes up the rocks, 
and pafies by the point" of view firft 
mentioned, you arrive at a bench, which 
commands a view delicious beyond all 
imagination : on the left appears the valley 
beneath you, with the river winding many 
• hundred fathom perpendicular beneath, 
the whole furrounded by the vail am- 
phitheatre of wooded rocks; and,tQ the right 
you. look full upon the town of* Chepftow ; 
beyond it the vail Severn's windings, and a 
prodigious profpeft bounding the whole,' 
Whenever you; come to Persjield, reft your- 
felf fome time at thiis hench, for believe me, 
it is a capital we. 

From thence an agreeable walk, lhaded 
on one fide with a great number of very 
fine fprute firs, leads you to an irregular 
£ 4 jwnc-> 
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junflion of winding walks, with many 
large trees growing from the fequeftered 
lawn, in a manner pleaiing to any one of 
tafte, and figures in a very (hiking man- 
ner, by contrad to what prefently fucceeds, 
which is a view ; at the very idea of 
defcribing which, my pen drops from my 

hand : No, my good friend, the eyes of 

your imagination are not keen enough to 
take in this point, which the united talents 
of a Claud, a Vonjjin , a Vernet, and a Smith, 
would fcarcely be able to (ketch. Full 
to the left, appears beneath you, the valley, 
in all its beautiful elegance, furrounded by 
the romantic rocky woods; which might 
be called (to ufe another’s expreffion) a 
coarfe felvage of canvafs around a fine 
piece of lawn. In the front, rifes from 
the hollow of the river, a prodigious wall 
of formidable rocks, and immediately 
above them, in breaks, winds the Severn> 
as if parted, from you only by them : on 
the right is feeri the town and caftle, 
amidft a border of wood, with the Severn 
above them, and over the whole, as far as 
the eye can command, an immenfe profpecf 
of diftant country. J leave your imagina- 
' ' ' tion 
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tron to give the colours to this mere out* 

■ foie, which is all I can attempt. 

The floping walk of ever-greens, which 
' leads from them* is remarkably beautiful in 
profpefr, for the town and the country 

■ above it appears perpetually varying as you 
move; each moment prefenting a frefti 
pidture, till the whole is loft by defeending. 
You next meet with the grotto, a point of 
view exquifitely beautiful; it is a fmall 
cave in the rock, ftuck with ftones of va- 
rious kinds ; copper, and iron cinders, &c. 
You look from the feat in it immediately 
down a fteep flope on to a hollow of wood, 

“ 'bounded in front by the craggy rocks, 
which feem to part you from the Severn in 
breaks ; With the diftant country, fpotted 
with white buildipgs above all; forming a 
; landfcape as truly pief urefque as any in the 
world. The winding walk, which leads 
from the grotto, varies from any of the 
former ; for the town of Cb^fionv, and the 
Various neighbouring obje&s, break on 
you through the hedge, as you pafs along, 
in a manner vtry beautiful — palling 
over a little bridge which is thrown acrofs 
a road in a hollow way through the wood, 
- ; ybu cppie to a break upon a fcoop of wood 

a|one. 
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alone, 'which being different from the 
reft, pleafes as well by its novelty, as its 
romantic variety. Farther on, from the- 
fame walk, are two other breaks which 
let in rural pi£tures, greatly beautiful ; the 
latter opens to you a hollow of wood, 
bounded by the wall of rocks, one way, 
and letting in a view of the town another, < 
in a tafte truly beautiful. The next open- 
ing in the hedge (I fliould tell you, by the 
by, that thefe breaks and openings are all 
natural , none ftifiy artificial) gives you at 
one final l view, all the pidurefque beau- 
ties of a natural camera obfctira ; you have 1 
a bench which is thickly (haded with trees, 
in a dark fequeftred fpot, and*from It you ; 
look afide through the opening, on to a 
landfcape which feems formed by the hap- 
pieft hand pf defign, but is really nothing 
but catching a view of accidental objects. 
The town and caftle of Cbepftaw appear 
from one part* of .the bepch, rifing from 
the romantic fteps of wood, in a manner* 
too beautiful to exprefs j a fmall remove 
difcovers the ftepple. fo dropt. in the precife 
point of tafte, that one can fcarcely believe 
it a real fteeple, and not an eye-trap. 
Soon after a large break opens a various! 

view 
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view of the didant country ; and not far 
from i,t another, which is much worthy of 
remarjc ; you look down upon a fine bend • 
of; tbp river, winding to thecaftie, which 
appears here romantically fituated; the 
oppofite bank is a fwelling hill, part over- 
run with gorfe and rubbilh, and part cul-. 
tjvated inclofures : this difference in ; tlie 
fame obje#, is, here attended with eroov 
tions not confonant ; the wild part, of, the, 
hiHl fuits the rpft of the view, and agrees., 
w.i,th ijt.in the fenfations it raifes, bat . the ( 
a^itf^ted.part being incomplete, and un- 
like the beautiful farm, at the bottom of. 
the befqr?^m,eo)iipned amphitheatre, which 
i§ entire, has. a bad effe^L Was the whole: 
welJ. cultivated and lively, being; rather : 
dijjmft from the reft.. of the landfcape, it) 
vyould hjaye.a much better effect. . . , 

j# point, and , which perhaps ist 
etjual to mod pf the preceding, i$ the* 
alcove.' prom this you look down pec-r 
pendicularly on the river, with a finely, 
cultivated dope on the other fide.* To the 
right is a prodigious deep fhorepf wood,. 
w,in$pg. to the, caftle, which appears in full 
view, and a part of the. town. On the. 
Jtft appear* a finq view of the river for 

fomc 
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fome dillance, the oppofite fhore of wild 
wood, with the rock appearing at places 
in riling cliffs, and further on to the termi- 
nation of the view that way, the vail wall 
of rocks fo often mentioned, which are 
here feen in length, and have a ftupendous 
effecf. On the whole, this view is finking 
and romantic. 

About a mile beyond thefe walks is a 
very romantic cliff, called the Wind Cliff, 
from which the extent of profpeft is pro- 
digious ; but it is moft remarkable for 
the furprizing echo, on firing a pillol or 
gun from it. The explofion is repeated, 
five times very diflin&ly from rock to 
j ock, often feven ; and if the calmnefs of 
the weather happens to be remarkably 
favourable, nine times. This echo is won- 
derfully curious, Beyond the cliff at fome 
diflance is the abbey, a venerable ruin, 
fituated in a romantic hollow, belonging 
to the Duke of Beaujoriy well worth your 
feeing ; and this is the conclufioii of the 
Persfield entertainment. 

Upon the whole, it exceeds any thing 
of the kind I ever faw. In point of link- 
ing pi&urefque views, in the romantic llile, 
Persfield is exquifite. The cultivated in-. 

clofures. 
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clofures, at the bottom of the valley, with 
the river winding round it, and the vaft 
amphitheatre of rocks and pendent woods 
which wall it in, to fuch a ftupendous 
height, is the capital beauty of the place, 
and Mr. Morris has fixed his benches, ©V. 
in thofe points of view which command it 
in the happieft manner, with the utmoft 
tafte : Nor can any thing be more truly 
pi&nrefque, than the appearance which the 
Severn in many places takes, of being fup- 
ported and bounded by the wall of rocks, 
though four miles diftant; this effe6t is 
beyond all imagination beautifujly pic- 
turefque. In refpect to the extenfive 
profpetts, the agreeable manner in which 
the town, caftle, and fteeple are caught, 
with the rocks, woods, and river taken in 
themfelves, other places are equal; but 
when they unite to form the landfcapes 
I have juft mentioned, I believe they never 
were equalled. 

Throughout the whole of thefe walks, 

It is evident, that Mr. Morris meanfftheni 
l merely as an alliftance to view the beauties 
of nature, as a means of feeing what 
nature 'had already done to his hands, and 
without ahy idea of decoration or orna- 
ment. 
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jnent. Every thing is in a juft tafte j Sat 
as I have been: particular. -in fpeaking 6f 
all the .beauties rof Persjield, I mull be al- 
lowed to hint a few circumftanees wantM^ 
to render it complete. But do not- imagine 
1 mean in the lead to difapprovfe thofkflfe 
ofTthe moll: ingenious owner; by nbfnrafisj 
1 am not certain that it would be poflibre 
to add what 1 am going to merition ; but 
% minute them merely that youf • idei*^jf 
Per s fie Id may be exatSt ; and that you; irii4? 
not miftake any general exceptions 1 haw 
made ufe of, to imply beauties Which aft 
not here. ' . . ' ’* 

The river Why, which runs at theSbttShi 
of the walks, is an infinite advance! 
it is by many degrees inferior }n fyeawy;i$ 
a fi'efli water one, which keeps a level, -&nd 
does not difplay a breadth of muddy balife 
at low water j and the colour isex^effiveiy 
bad i it has not that tranlparent darkhift; 
that filver-fhaded furface, which is, of it- 
fell, one of the greated beauties in nature, 
and would among thefe romantic- pbjeSA 
give a luftre inexpreffibly beautiful.— —hf 
Cafcades are likewife greatly wanting 
fuch deeps of wood and embroWnhig hol- 
lows which throw a pleafing folemnity ott 
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the mind nothing has To glorious an effeft, 
as breaking unexpectedly upon a cafcade, 
gulhing from the rocks, and over-hung with 
wood : ther® are many fpots in the Pers - 
field hollow woods, which point out in the 
itrongeit manner the beauty of fuch objeCts. , 

Laitly, There is a want of contrails ; 

for the general emotions which ari(e on 
viewing the *■ rocks, hanging woods, and 
deep precipices of Perfield, are all thofe 
of the fublime ; and when that is the cafe, 
the beautiful never appears in fuch bewitch- 
ing colours, as thofe it receives from con- 
trail : to turn fuddenly from one of theie 
romantic walks, and break full upon a 
beautiful landfcape, without any intermix- 
ture of rocks, diilant profpeCt, or any 
object that was great or terrible , but on 
the contrary, lively and agreeable, would 
be a vail improvement here ; and I venture 
the remark the rather, becaufe thofe views 
at Perfield , which are beautiful, are all 
intermixed with the fublime; the farm 
beneath you, is ! fuperlatively fo; but the 
precipice you look down from, the hanging 
woods, and the rocks, are totally different. 
The fmall break, however, through the 
hedge, which catches the town and ileeple, 

is 
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is in this tafte ; but even here, fome large 
rocks appear. Small elegant buildings, in 
a light and airy tafte, riling from green 
and gently fwellihg Hopes, with fomethjng 
moving near thfem, and lituated lb as the 
fun rhay Ihine full upon them, viewed fud- 
denly from a d^rk romantic walk, have a 
charming effect : but it muft ftrlke every 
one who walks over Persjield \ that the 
fineft feats, &c. are leen rather too much 
before you ftep into them} they do not 
break upon you unexpe&edly enough : in 
many of them you fee the r^ils, which in- 
clofe them on the brink of the precipice* 
at a fifiall diftance before you enter. What 
an effc6l would the view from the grotto* 
for inftance, have, if you entered it from 
behind, through a dark zig-zag narrow 
walk ! 

Excuie thefe hints, yvhich I throw out 
with great reluctance, for Persjield, not-* 
withftanding thefe trifles, is a place full of 
wonders, and will yield you amazing en-* 
tertainment } this 1 am fure of, for I know 
your tafte. Before I finifli this tedious 
defcription, I cannot avoid mentioning the 
lpirit with which Mr. Morris has his place 
Ihown} he has always people ready to 
9 at- 
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attend whoever comes, to condufl them 
every where, and not one of them is fuf- 
fered to take a farthing ; yet they fliew 
every thing with great readinefs and civi- 
lity : what a contrail to the infolence met 
with from the Duke of Marlborough’s por- 
ters, after feeing the footman for feeing the 
houfe ! 

From Chepflow we eroded the Severn to 
Brijlol. This pafiage, as they call it, not 
a ferry, is fometimes rough ; but we 
had fortunately a very agreeable one. It is 
two miles over; and we were only fifteen 
minutes in the boat. From the landing- 
place I palfed to King’s Weflon, the feat of 
Edward Sciuthil, Efq; built by Sir John Van- 
burgh. It is in his heavy llile ; the hall 
the only tolerable room, and that rendered 
totally ufelefs, by a vad echo. Before one of 
the chimneys, is a prodigious pair of elk’s 
horns, dug out of a bog in Ireland: the 
fined pifrure is that of Lord ‘Thomas 
Cromwell , by Holbein, an exceeding good 
one. 

The lawn, which the houfe looks upon, 
is very beautiful j but for a profpedl, you 
mud go up the hill, a little beyond where 
the breakfading houfe for the hot-well 
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company is fituated ; you look down from 
the hill to the left upon fome fine woods, 
in the midft of which, Mr. Southif s home 
appears. In front is a very fine valley, two 
miles broad, beautifully interfered with 
hedges a,nd trees, and bounded by the Severn , 
which is here ten miles broad ; you com- 
mand Ringroad, with a fleet of (hipping, 
generally lying at anchor $ and, laftly, 
the Weljh mountains terminate the whole. 
Behind there is an extenfive view of the 

y 

country, well fcattered with villages : the 
windings of the Severn are feen 20 miles, 
and thofe of the Avon quite to Brijiol. The 
profpeft extends into Somerfetjhire, Glojler - 
Jhire, Monmouthfliire, Glamorganjhire, Breck - 
nockjhire , Radnorjhire , and even to Pern- 
brokejhire j and, upon the whole, is inferior 
to nothing, but the mod aftonifhing one 
in the Billericay road, already defcribed. 

On the road to Brijiol I could fee nothing 
but very rich grafs,' which letts from 20 s. 
and 36'#. to 40 s. an acre. 

There are a few things in the neighbour- 
hood of Brijiol^ which I fliould advife any 
curious traveller to view j and none more 
remarkable than St. Vincent's rock, behind 
the hot-well : it hangs over the river 

Avon 
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Irfvon in vafl and tremendous, clifts, of a 
prodigious height, and in a place where 
the river winds a little j they form on one 
fide a vaft amphitheatre, which, perhaps, is 
one of the nioft fublime fights in nature. 
The oppolite fljore of the river is very 
#eep, but quite covered with wood.} the 
verdure of which, is a ftropg contra# to. 
the barren craggy rock* 

At Clifton, a village hard by this rock, 
there is a grotto to be feen, curious in 
materials and tafte j you enter it under- 
ground, through a dark arched paflage of 
brick, which has much the air of an 
approach to a wine-vault : on opening the 
door, the fir# object which ftrikes you, is 
a den, with the ftatue of a lyon in it, 
Pleafing obje£ts are generally wilhed for in 
a fequeftered grot } but the owner of this 
is more pleafed with thofe of terror, 

Ruflic pillars, the workmanlhip of na- 
ture, (or at leaft fp in appearance) which 
feem tq fupport a craggy roof, are by no 
means amifs in a grotto j but this gentle- 
man delights in tj?e regular works of art , 
and accordingly four fpfcan pillars are here 
the fupporters of the roof. A fmall caf- 
eade ifluing from broken apertures in a 
L 2 rock. 
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rode, and falling in little broken fheets 
on flraggling fea-weed, coral, foflils, 
&c. is natural. — —-Here is a cafcade 
indeed* but it pours out of the urn of a 
river god. Any thing manifeftly carry- 
ing the appearance of art, in fucH an; 
imitation of nature, • is painful ; a flair- 
cafe of wood, for inftance. But in this 
celebrated one, art out-does all comtnon 
art j for here is. a door and fiair-cafe 
painted l to make fome amends for the 
wint of a real one j— Your decepti.o vijis 
is a capital gentleman ip modern, tafle, 
and highly proper for a grottp.. Light tn 
view fuch objects as thefe fhould come in 
no common manner j ' you may poflibly 
imagine, that it breaks from one aperture’ 
in the rock to another, arid at jaft' enters 
by refraction, you kpow not ( where : no- 
thing in this mean ftile, I affure you ; a plain 
fky-light of glafs, gives yori the fun’s rays 
in 'their native heat," which aCts by contrail 
on the coolnefs of ‘the water. — —But to 
have done with aifpofiiion. , and come to ma- 
terials : There is the utmoft profufion of 
Brijlol ftone, many of the pieces very fine j 
the four pillars are fiuck with nothing 
elfe > : iikewife a great number of fine fhells, 
5 “ folfilSy 
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foffils, corals, fpar, &c. &c. &c. all in 
greater plenty, and better of their fort, 
than in ^any grotto I have feen.— — This 
gentleman at one end of his terrafs has a 
fummer-houfe with gothic battlements, and 
windows encompafled by a colonade on 
tufean pillars, and in his garden other curi- 
ous ftrokes of — — * But I have done ; nor 
fhould I have ventured fo far, but for an af- 
fefl^tion of keeping them locked up from 
corpnaon eyes. 

When we f>ad fufficiently feafted 
our eyes with thefe obje&s of tafte ; we 
viewed the front of Mr. Cozens houfe 
at Redlands : it is of white ftone, light, and 
elegantly beautiful; I never faw any thing 
pleafed me fo much, except Holkam , and 
Spencer houfe in the green park ; and one 
wopia think that doors are of infinitely 
difficult a'rchitedture, for thefe three houfes 
have, to appearance, none. The architect of 
this, indeed, forgot that his center window 
did not look like one ; and has, accordingly, 
built and planted a long, but abfurd ap- 
proach from the road to it; and feveral flights 
of fteps in the garden, feem to lead only 
to the windows : whenever there is no ap- 
pearance of a door, equal in appearance 
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to the front, no particular line of approach 
to the center fhould be fuffered. — The 
chapel in the village, is neat and pretty. 

Mr. Champions copper-works, about 
three miles from Brijiol, are very well 
worth feeing. They difplay the whole 
procefsj from the melting of the ore, to 
making it into pins, pans, &c. The liquid 
ore pouring out of the furnace into clay 
moulds, I fancy refembles the flight 
eruptions of mount Vefuvius. After be- 
ing feveral times melted, it is poured into 
a flat mould of ftone, to make it into thin 
plates, about four feet long and three 
broad. Thofe plates are then cut into 17 
flripes, and thefe again, by particular ma- 
chines, into many more very thin ones, 
and drawn out to the length of 1 7 feet, 
which are again drawn into wire, and 
done up in bunches of 40 s. value each ; 
about 100 of which are made here every 
week, and each makes 100,000 pins. The 
' wires are cut into them, and compleated 
here, employing a great number of girls, 
who with little machines, worked by 
their feet, point and head them with great 
expedition ; and will each do a pound and 
half in a day. The heads are fpun by a 

wo* 


Digitized by (^.ooQle 



f *5* ] 

woman with a wheel, much like a common 
fpinning-wheel, and then feparated from 
one another by a man, with another little 
machine like a pair of fheers. They have 
leveral lapis calaminaris ftones for preparing 
it to make the brafs, of which they form a 
vaft number of awkward looking pans and 
difhes for the negroes, on the coaft of 
Guinea. All the machines and wheels are 
fet in motion by water ; for railing which, 
there is a prodigious fire engine, which rais- 
es, it is faid, 3000 hoglheads every minute. 

On the other fide of Brijiol , land pre- 
fently declined in richnefs ; for about half 
way between Brijiol and Bath, arable letts 
for fo little as from 5 s. or 6 s. an acre to 
12 s. and good grafs for near 20 s. Their 
courfe of crops, taken in general, is, 1. Fal- 
low. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 4. Clover. Moun- 
tains of cinder alhes might be had around 
Brijiol, but few farmers feem to fetch them« 
DAY-LABOUR. 

|n winter and fpring, 1 s. and is. 2d. 

|n hay and corn-harveft, mowing and 
reaping, is. 6 d. dinner and beer. 
PROVISIONS, 

Bread, - - 2d. per lb. 

Butter, - - 6 

Muttoru - . 4 

L 4 Beef, 
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Beef, - - 4 d. f>er lb> 

Veal, - - 3y 

Not far out of Brijiol, I had the fatisfac*?. 
tion of remarking a three -acred piece of 
drilled Lucern, which particularly caught 
my attention, notwithftanding a pile of 
building within fight, Jlrange and odd, at 
leaft. I made the neceffary inquiries con- 
cerning the hiftory of this Lucern, and 
found that the owner, Mr. Reeves, had 
before tried four acres of it, but without fiic- 
cefs ; that he then fowed this piece of three 
acres, on a different foil, and with bettef 
fuccefs. It was mowed laft year three times 
for hay, to mix with common hay ; but 
it had not been cut this year, q circum- 
ftance which furprized me j for the begin- 
ning of July is very late indeed for the 
firft cutting of Lucern j and I fhould 
apprehend, proved fufficiently, that the 
foil was not yet hit off with any great 
luck — unlefs, indeed, it arofe from a want 
of culture ; for I remarked the fpaces be- 
tween the rows to be very full of weeds, 
though I was told Mr. Reeves . had given 

it much hoeing and cleaning. Lucern, 

I am perfuaded, will never turn to any. 
account for hayv the great advantage 

attend- 
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Attending it, is the feeding cattle with it 
green; but the delicacy of the leaves is fo 
great, that nine parts in ten of them 
either fall off, or turn black in the making. 

My ftay in Bath was but very ftiort : I 
fpent a few hours with my very excellent 
friend, Mr. Harte, canon of Windfor ; 
whofe converfation on the fubject of hus- 
bandry, is as full of experience, and as 
truly folid, as his genuine and native 
humour, extenfive knowledge of mankind, 
and admirable philanthropy, are pleafing 
and inftru&ive. One hour fpent in this 
• gentleman’s company, I prized a thoufand 
degrees beyond all the architedtural beautieS 
of Bath, which you would not, however, 
fail of admiring greatly. Believe me, Bath 
greatly exceeds London in regularity of build- 
ing, and in being proportionally a much 
finer city : the moft criticifing eye muff al- 
low that the Circus is truly beautiful, and 
ornamented to that juft degree of elegance 
which, if I may be allowed the expreflion, 
lies between profufion and fimplicity. 

From this noble city, I took the road 
to the- Devifes: The foil is generally 
very good, particularly the grafs-land?, 
of which there is the greateft quantity; 
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They let from 20 f. to 30 s. an acre, and 
the arable and grafs all around Melkjham 
at 20 s. on an average, which is high. In 
that neighbourhood they fow all forts of 
grain; but one circumftance which gave 
me concern, was the falling off I perceived 
in the ufe of oxen; fcarce any ox-teams 
are kept between Bath and the Devifes ; all 
the country-people I talked with, fhaked 
their heads at the mention of oxen, and 
gave immediate preference to horfes. 

Day-Labour I found as follows : 

In winter to hay-harveft, 10 d. a day. 

In hay-harveft, 1 s. 2 d. and 1 s. 3 d. 
Reaping wheat, 4 s. 55. 6 s. and 7 s. an 
acre. 

Mowing fpring-corn, 1 s. 

PROVISIONS, 

Bread, - -2 d. per lb. 

Butter, - 5 

Mutton, - 4 

Beef, - - 4 

Veal, - - 4 

The dreai y tra£ of country, from the 
Devifes to Selijbury , affords b.ut little that 
is remarkable in huibandry comparable to 
9 wha$ 
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what might be expected from a culti- 
vated one; but it mult by no means 
be paffed over without attention. I was 
fortunate in meeting with a very intelli- 
gent occupier of near 500 a year, who 
gave me a confident and clear account of 
the (late of farming in that vaft traft of 
open country, and he agreed with the other 
pieces of intelligence I gained. 

The farms, I found, were in genera! 
extremely large: two or three hundred 
pounds a year, they reckon fmall-, from 
that rent to 1000/. a year are common. 
The - rent of land appeared to me very rea- 
fonable ; for their arable lands they pay 
generally 7 r. or 8 s. an acre; and as to 
the plain, they have their (hares of that 
into the bargain. Many of them have fix, 
feven, or eight hundred acres of arable 
land ; and fome never Jow lefs than five 
hundred. The flocks of (heep they keep on 
the plain, I believe, are the greateft in 
England-, they run in number from 3 and 
400, to 3000 ; fold them the whole year 
round, and (hift the folds every night. 
No oxen are ufed, but all horfes; a 
farm of about 500 /. a year, requires, in 
general, 18 or 20; (fome others, 40 or 
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50) and about twenty men and boys 
all the year. They ufe three or four 
horfes to a plough j who fcarcely do an 
acre a day. The particular culture they 
give each crop, I found nearly as follows} 
but firlt I fhould tell you their courfe is, 
x. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley, and 
then Fallow again; unlefs hop, clover, 
or ray-grafs are thrown in, or fainfoine, 
which they leave as long as it will laft. 
Their preparation for wheat is three 
earths j fow three bufhels, and reap, on a 
medium, 24- quarters, meafure nine gallons. 
They likewife plough thrice for barley; 
fow four bufhels; and reckon a middling 
crop 3 qrs. When they fow oats, they 
plough but once j throw in five bufhels 
of feed, and gain, on a medium, 5 qrs. 
For beans one ploughing j plant two bu- 
fhels, hoe them twice, ahd reap, on a 
medium, 3 qrs. For peafe, they plough 
feldom above once ; fow four bufhels, and 
when in rows after the plough, hoe them, 
and reckon two quarters and half a 
middling crop. They fow a great many 
tdrnipS ; (I obferved one large piece, with 
large leaves, to the breadth of four or five 
inches* which is very early) plough for 
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them, three times, hoe them twice, , and 
ufe them for feeding their fheep. Hog*, 
they feed only with whey, grains, &cj. 
none upon clover. 

DAY-LABOUR. 

In winter, and quite to harveft, io d, a. 
day. 

Inharveft, is. Bd. ditto. 

Reaping wheat, 5 s. an acre. 

Mowing corn, 10 d. 

———Grafs, 1 s. Bd. 

A boy of feven or eight years old, 2 

IMPLEMENTS; 

A, new waggon, 20/. 

A cart, 10/. 

A. plough, 18 s. 

Harrows, js. 6 d. 

.provisions;- 

d . ; 

Bread, - - 2 per lb, « 

Butter, - - 

Mutton, - 4 

Beef, - 4 

Cheefe, - -3^ * 

I for^ 
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I forgot to tell you, that they fometimes 
pare and burn; the price 15 s. an acre. 
Was my attention directed more towards 
curiofities, I fhould fill leveral pages con- 
cerning Stone Hengfi which lies but a little 
way out of the road from the Devifes to 
Sfilijbury. The ftones are in form and fize 
really ftupendous, and the idea of the diffi- 
culty of moving and railing them, is very 
great. The country, even on this fide the De- 
vifes, has certainly a quarry under it, from 
whence they might be dug; but if the diffi- 
culty of the removal is thought too great, 
Huere, If they are not a compofition ? 
Though I rather believe them to be moved ; 
for in ages very populous, wonderful works 
of this kind might be performed, and even 
powers of mechanifm exerted, to which 
we are at prefent ftrangers : nor are fuch 
works as thefe, bad memorials of the po- 
pulation of former ages. 

Before we came to Salisbury, we turned 
to the right a little, to view Wilton , famous 
for its manufactory of carpets, and the 
feat of the Earl of Pembroke. I found the 
manufacturing journeymen earned, io ge- 
neral, ^ about 1 or. or 12 r. a week ; and 
their number about 60 or So. 
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, My Lord Pembroke’s feat, at this place,’ 
is a very ancient building, having been a 
monaftery in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign: the difpofition of the 
apartments is, of courfe, very irregular; 
for which reafon you muft excufe my being 
exa6t, in going from one into another, 
according to their fituation. 

In the court, before the front, (lands a 
column of white Egyptian granate, with a 
(latue of Venus on the top of it.; extremely 
fine, and worthy of attention from the 
curious in thefe matters. It is the fame as 
Was fet up before the temple of Venus Ge~ 
netrix , by Julius Cafar. In one of the 
nitches of a pedeftal, in the inner court, is 
a (latue of Venus picking a thorh out of her 
foot ; the turn of the body is inimitable, 
and the expreflion of pain in her counte*- 
nance, fine. 

The hall is 50 feet by 28, with a gallery 
in the fame (lile as the Houghton one : it 
contains a vaft profufion of (latues, bulls, 
and bafio relievos. I made memorandums of 
tfiofe which (truck me mod ; for the num- 
ber of the whole is fo great, that it would 
almoft fill a volume to mention the beau- 
ties of them; the houfe-fteward fells a 

half- 
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half-crown catalogue to thofe who- chafe* fct 
purchafe it. • ' , r , 

i , 

Statue of Didia Clara ; drapery exceed-*' 
ingly fine. - 

Ditto, Euterpe , by Cleomenei ; elegantly 
done. 

Buft of Nero ; the countenance expreflive 
of his foul. 

Ditto, of Lucilia ; very fine. 

Statue of Hercules dying j vaft expreffion* 
An Alto Relievo, Saturn ■, moll exquifitely 
performed. 

Ditto, Endymion afleep j a wretched pofi- 
ture. 

Ditto, Saturn crowning arts and fciences | 
very fine. 

On each fide the door leading to the 
ftair-cafe, is a copy by Wilton j one the 
Venus de Media's, and the other Apollo of 
Belvidere. Tbefe are not- only the' beft 
copies of thofe ftatues in England, but are 
Bieft inimitably done. Let Us lay afide all 
prejudices, upon account of their being 
but copies, and examine them for a mo- 
ment as originals. The eafy, graceful 
attitude of th £ Apollo, was never exceeded • 
nor had ever drapery fo light, airy, and 
' ele- 
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•legant an appearance; the robe falling on 
one fide, and thrown negligently over the 
ftretched out arm 1 , is a ftroke of grace be- 
yond defer iption. And the beauty and 
delicacy of the Venus amazingly fine. 

In the billiard-room. 

Statue of Marcus Antoninus ; the hand turned 
behind the drapery very finely. 

Ditto, Venus ^ attitude fine, but bad dra- 
pery. 

In the chapel -room is a chimney-piece of 
Inigo Jones ; but very heavy. 

Statue of a River Nymph ; exceedingly 
elegant. 

New dining-room, 45 by 21. 

Pi&ures in this room, not mentioned in 
the catalogue they fell at the houle. 

M. Angelo. Fruit pieces. 

Zaccharelli. Landfcape. 

Sahiati. Our Saviour in the wilderfiefs. 
V ernet. Landfcape, exceedingly fine j 

the clear obfcure. inimitable. 

. Vandyke Himfelf. . 

The Duke dEfpernon. 

Rubens . Harveft Home. 

M St. 
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St. Luke. 'Virgin andaur Suviotfr r You. 
i will be furprized to find St. LukeipL 
a catalogue of painters; ‘butiCtlip 
. houfe-keeper. tells ypti, wkh a ver^ 

grave face, there are writings linJthfe 
library which prove it : blit: it > 5 s 
too good for Paieftine or Judea j it 
♦ is very fine. .1 

If I am not miftaken, it is this 
that the Defcent from the Crofs, kyjtt&(>rt 
Durer, is removed into. It appears 
to be one of the very fineft pieces ifi tms 
collection ; it confifts of eleven-figu£& of 
the moft capital expreffiort. The blqpdy 
body of Chrijl is wonderfully painted i J j[ 
beg you will take particular notice of tnts 
picture, if ever you fee Wilton j for it Is 
by far the greateft work I have feen of^ms 
mailer’s, and which ranks him with the 
greateft of painters. . ' “ 

The hunting-room, 25 fquare. p 

I flopped for a while, to admire the 
bull of Mago ; that great genius, whofe 
hulbandry writings were the only rem- 
nant Rome allowed of her proud, rival, 
Carthage. 

Cube-room, 30 fquare. 

Double- 
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. Double-cube, 60 long, 30 broad, and 
30 high : a moil elegant room, in which 
proportion pleafes every eye : a greater 
$ireadth would poflibly be an improvement } 
but there can be no companion between 
4 hc proportion of this room, and thofe of 
cubes, or any other form, in which the 
height is equal to, or more than the length. 
One end is covered by the famous Pem- 
broke family, by Vandyke ; one of the fineft 
pictures of the kind in the world. Over 
the chimney is another Vandyke , exceed- 
ingly elegant ; King Charles's children. 

The tables in this room are wonder- 
fully fine, particularly that of Verde- 
Antique. In the lobby, I remarked a 
Sappho in ivory; of moil amazingly fine 
Iculpture, and in admirable perfection : 
here is a Nativity by Van Eycks exceed- 
ing fine. 

The King’s bed-chamber, 30 by 25. 
The corner-room, 2 5 fquare. 

. 1, 

The pictures 'which (truck me molt in 
this room were, 

’! fstiarii Mary Magdalen ; very fine. 

M. Angelo . Defcent from theCrofs; won- 
derfully great. 

■ * M2 Do- 
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Dominichino. Magdalen ; flefli finely 
painted. 

Penni. Chrijl allride upon a Iambi 
Jofepb’s head exceedingly fines he is 
looking on. 

Vander'wcrfe. Mars and Venus j very fine. 
Rubens. The four Children ; exceeding 
elegant. It is laid to be the fined: 
in England of this mailer. 

Nativity on copper ; beautiful. 
In the Black Marble Table Room, Cleopa- 
tra fitting, with Cafarion, her fon, 
on her lap, fucking ; the attitude 
is extremely eafy and elegant. 

Venus afleepj beautiful. 

Inigo Jones's front is reckoned very fine ; 
and certainly not without reafon. In the 
garden is an arcade; the front of it like- 
wife by Inigo , and beautiful. The liable 
piazza was alfo built by him. The 
bridge, built by the late Earl of Pembroke, 
fiom a defign of Palladio, is cllecnied very 
fine ; but I mull own, it did not anfwer 
my expectations ; appearing to me, ra- 
ther heavy. Upon the cold bath is a 
beautiful copy of the Antinous. 

. .... . ...» ■' , r „. T\ 
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Near the turnpike, turning into Salijbury , 

I. met with a fmali field of Lucerne, drilled 
in rows, at one foot diftance, belonging 
to Mr. Hunt , a brick-maker. It is three 
years old; was cut four or five times 
the two years laft paft. Some of it was 
cut twice this year, and the reft of a 
proper Height for cutting ; very thick, vi- 
gorous, and well looking. It was ufed 
for feeding horfes green, and reckoned 
a great improvement. This little piece of 
intelligence, in favour of my favourite 
grafs, pleated me not a little. Before I 
totally quit this vaft plain, I Ihould remark 
two particulars ; the firft is, that for many 
miles between Devizes and Salijbury > there 
grows in the turf a vaft quantity of wild 
Burnet, which feems exactly like the cul- 
.tivated fort; but is, itfelf, a dwarf kind. 
Secondly, I never faw fo good Iheep- 
walks as all this country ; the verdure 
is good, and the grafs, in general, fine 
pafture, fuch as would turn to prodi- 
gious account, if converted to the pur- 
'pofes of tillage, and let me add, popu- 
lation. 'This exprefiion puts me further 
in mind of the vaft improvements which 
| Salijbury plain calls for. In twenty miles 

M3 I met 
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I met with only one habitation, which 
was a hut. A very little refledlion will tell 
us, that fuch a vaft trail of uncultivated 
land is a public nuifance. This plain is as 
broad as it is long, befides many irregular 
breaks into the adjoining cultivated coun- 
try ; therefore, if we calculate the area at a 
fquare of 22 miles, it will, I am confident, 
be under the truth. Now, it has been cal- 
culated, that all the corn exported from 
England , would annually grow on fuch a 
fquare : What an argument is this for cul- 
tivating it ! Innumerable are the argu- 
ments and clamours againft exporting fo 
much corn ; when the cultivation of one 
fingle plain would yield nearly the whole : 
but if with ftri( 5 l deductions, on account 
of fallow, grades, &c. half was only pro- 
duced, it would, I apprehend, be thought 
the beft method of remedying any imagi- 
nary evils attending exportation. I do not 
believe there is really a barren acre of land 
in all this tract ; for the foil, wherever I 
remarked it, is a fine light loam, yielding 
exceeding good grades, and would bear as 
fine corn as any in the world. The com- 
mon plea in favour of downs and Iheep- 
walks, is the produce of wool; but the 

moll 
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moll exaCl calculations that can be made 
> plainly prove the vail fuperiority of arable 
farms, with a proper proportion of grafles ; 
nor does the wool of any traCl of land, 
in the employment of manufacturers, by a 
hundred degrees equal the population at- 
tending the plough. What an amazing 
improvement would it be, to cut this vaft 
plain into farms, by inclofures of quick 
hedges, regularly planted with fuch trees 
as bell fuited the foil ! A very different af- 
peCt the country would prefent from what 
it does at prefent, without a hedge, tree or 
hut ; and inhabited only by a few fliep- 
herds and their flocks. 

Salijbury is one of the prettied towns in 
England j the market place is well built, 
the whole exceedingly clean, and with 
one circumllance I never obferved in any 
other place, a fmall tranlparent dream 
runs through every ftreet ; in many of them 
two, one on each fide, inllead of gutters : 
the effcCl of this in cleanlinefs and beauty 
is very great. 

country between Salijbury and 
Jlpmfey as generally inclofed, and well 
enltixaled : J found the hulbandry pretty 
jjnuch the fame acrofs from Bruchalk to 
f) M 4 White 
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White Par ip, and then along to Romfey: 
their courfe of crops, with fome variations, 
is, i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 
4. Oats, peafe or beans or fetches : or— 
1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 4. Hop, 
clover, or ray-grafs for two years. For 
wheat, they plough three or four times, 
fow three bufhels, or 34 on an acre, in 
July and Augujl ; and reckon 3 quarters a 
middling crop. For barley they plough 
from once to thrice, fow four bufhels, and 
get, on a medium, 3 quarters and an half, 
or 4 quarters. Oats they plough for but 
once,- fow 5 or 6 bufhels ; and gain, on a 
medium, from four to five quarters, which 
is a very good crop. They plough twice 
for beans, fow 4 bufhels, and -reap feldom, 
on a medium, above 2 quarters j but then 
they never hoe them. For peafe they vary 
greatly ; about Bruchalk they plough but 
once, whereas, around White Parijh, they 
ftir twice or thrice for them ; both fow 
three bufhels, and reckon 2 quarters, and 
two and a half a middling crop. In 
turnips they vary ftill more; for between 
Salijbury and Romfey they plough four or 
five times for them ; hoe them once, and 
feed them off with fheep for wheat ; but 

about 
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at iQti& '&rucbatk, they plough up^a wheat 
ftobfete, and harrow them directly in, never 
hieing* 7 

About SaKJbury, and towards Brachalk, 
tteir ifloeks ' are very large, from 500 to 
3000. Mr; Cu/h of Winterbridge, has up-' 
wards* of 3000 ; they fold every night. 
Some poor lands they mend with chalk. 
Which is- of the rich, fat, foapy kind, and 
lay. oh about 20 waggon loads per acre, 
which is a good improvement for 20 years. 
Iriall this Country, they have no notion of 
feeding hogs, by turhing them into clover ; 
«or do they any where here ufe oxen for 
the pttrpofes of husbandry, except, alone, 
the ‘Duke of <0>ueenjbury, .at Amejbury , who 
keeps two 4 r three teams. They reckoh-that 
an hundred acres of arable land require fix 
good hoffes to be kept ; they never plough 
With lefs than three, all towards Bru- 
tbelky always have a boy to drive, and ge- 
nerally do rather better than one acre a 
Sdayj but, about th t Romfey road, they ufe 
four, and generally five, to-do an acre, 
f^armsin the latter track are fmall; 200 /. 
a year they reckon a large one ; there are 
ffljany from ±ol. to 60 /. and fome fo loW 
wsf- ip /r The 5 rents ran high, from 1 5 s. 
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to 20 s. an acre. But towards Bruebalk the 
farms are large; fome few of 40/, or 60/. 
but run up to feven and eight* hundred;' 
pounds a year. 

1 obferved in Salijbury , large; heaps of 

cinder allies, and mortar rubbifh ; and on 
inquiring, if the. farmers did not hringfit 
away, I found they ferved the inns with 
ftraw, for the dung in return, but would 
not take the other manure without § <L or 
4 d. a load with it; which is an inftaoce 
of miftaken notions, which, I believe, qu* 
fcarcely be matched, for there is no com- 
parifon between the manures. \ 

LABOUR. ? 

. >;t . 

In winter, 10 d. towards Bruebalk, : r- 

— 1 s. Romjey. 

Summer to harveft, 1 s. Bruebalk. 

- — i s. 3 d. Romfey. • •> > 

Harveft, 1 s. 6 d. and beer; or i s. zd. and 
victuals and drink. . ; nr 

Reaping wheat, 4 s. bd. and 5^; •; - ye 

Mowing corn, 1 s. and 1 s. zd. 

Grafs, from Salt /bury to Bruebalk, 

2 s. 6 d. an acre, to Romfey i s. 6 v 

Hoeing turnips, \2 s. 6 d. <-n 

Children fifteen years dd,4*/. i 

8 IM- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



[ m 3 ? 

IMPLEMENTS. 

Thefe are the fame as from the Devizes » 


PROVISIONS. 



d. 

Bread, - 

- i^per ib. 

Butter, - 

- 64 

Mutton, 

- 44- 

Beef, 

‘ 3 

Veal, - 

- 24. 

Cheefe, - 

- 34- 


As to manufactures, there are confider- 
able ones of flannels and linfeys at Salif- 
bury at which the journeymen earn from 
7 s. to 9 s. a week the year round : and at 
Romjey , near 5 op hands are employed in 
making thofe (balloons which are called 
Ratinetts: the journeymen earn, on an 
average, 9 r. a week all the year ; and a 
girl of fixteen or eighteen, a (hilling a day 
by weaving, but in the neighbouring vil- 
lage, byfpinningj not above half as; much; 
the children are employed at quilling very 
young. 

The road from Salijbary toRomfey, and 
the flrft four miles (rom thence ta Win* 

cbejler , 
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cbefler , I found fo remarkable good, that? 
made particular inquiries concerning thfefc*’ 
making and mending it; Theyfirft'tay ’ 
a foundation of large lfones, which they 
level with fmaller ones ; thenmakealayer 
of chalk ojn that gravel, and, laftly, another 
of fifted gravel, exceeding fine; and id 
fome places tending towards a fand.' They 
are many miles as level, - as firm, and is 
free from loofe Hones as any* the * fineft 
garden walk I evir beheld ; and yet the 
traffic on it is very great by waggoas.Btit 
fcarcely the print of a wheel is to be feefi 
on it* for miles; and I reaBy believe there 
was not a loofe Hone to make a hotfe 
Humble, nineteen miles from SiaHJbury* d 
Between Romfey and Winchefier the' hus- 
bandry is, in general, the fame as what 
I laft mentioned, but with fome # variations, 
which I fhall mention. They feed their 
turnips off with fheep; but not for wheat, 
but barley ; oftentimes, .however, 'th^y 
fow them after fetches, which they either 
feed off with fheep, or mow green for 
horfes ; feldom lotting, them Hand for feed 
or hay. They plough but once forotbfem, 
and fow three bufhels* This is excellent 
hufbandry; a thick, crop of them leofening 
» • . . the 
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the foil as much as feveral ploughing*.' 
The farms are, in general, fmall j 200/. 
they reckon large, and lands left, on an 
average, grafc and arable, from 7 x. tb 20 x. 
per acre j. but generally about 10 x. Hav- 
ing moflly a right to commonage, they 
keep a greater number of flieep than ap- 
pears to be proportioned to their farms. 
One of 50/. a year, for inftance, has god.* 
Home of the farmers, neareft to Winchefier , 
<efve the inns with ftraw, and take their 
dung in return ; and bring coal-alhes from 
thence; fome foap-alhes, for which they 
igjive 2x, .6 d. per waggon load; which is 
prodigious cheap. No oxen ufed j four 
horfes to a plough.; Their meafure 18 
feet to a perch. • 

. . LAB OUR. 

in winter, to bay-time, 1 x; a day. • 
.Mowing hay, 1 x. 6 d.ditto. 

.Reaping wheat, 5 x. . - . 

.Mowing corn, and raking it, 2x. 

I t" Grafs, and making into - hay in 
tthe meadows, 5'x. . Elfewhere, 3 x. 

; Hoeing turnips, 4 x. • and 4X. 6 d. 

: A- boy of, 7 or 8;y?ars old, yd. a day. 

PRO- 
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PROVISION Si 

d. • 1 

Bread, - - per lb. ■ ’ ' ' - ^ 

Butter, - - 64 

Mutton, - - 4 : — 

Veal, - - 34.’ 

Beef, - - 4 c 1 

Cheefe, - - 3 x 

Coals, 9 </. a bulheh ; r 

• 1 1 Z 

From Wtnchefler I turned out 6f inf^f 
purpofely to view Crux Eafton, ^{nd* 
country adjoining, that I mfgftt ^e 3 
better able to underftand feveral partf^tihafe 
which Mr. Lijle, in his Obfervatibks dk't&F- 
bandry , leaves very doubtful. I wanted to 
difcover, if the foil required 8 and 10 Okefi 
to plough j but, herein, I was, what I may 
call, practically difappointed, for not a 
working ox is to be met with for 
around, and but very few in the Whofe 
country. But they commonly ufe jf c h[<!W^ 
fometimes 4. White earth, whifch hefto 
often mentions, is very dry, foUrtd cofii- 
land, very lhallow j for the purd chalk is 
at a few inches of depth, and the TuffhCe 
varies only from it in its dryriefs. ’ The 
' rent. 
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rent, at a medium, of whole farms there, 
is gs. and; rox. an acre. .1 mud own, I 
expe&ed fomething more peculiar than l 
found} however, my own curiofity was 
fatisfied, though I could not bring from 
them many particulars worth your read-r 
ing. 

The country around Winchejler , and to 
Aylesford , and its neighbourhood, is, in 
general, poor} in the latter, land letts from 
5 j. to i ox. an acre, and grafs much 
^igher : their flocks of fheep are confider- 
able, ; arifing to above 1000, and the be- 
nefit of folding well known. Particulars 
of culture and prices, arfe the fame as tbofe 
I troubled you with laft. I fhould obferve, 
that Mr. Rodney of Old Aylesfordt has tried 
a fin all field with lucerne, broadcafi, and 
fi piece of another with burnet} the plants 
of , the latter were vigorous, and looked 
well } but fo thin that there was not half a 
crop,} it is a year and a half old } but I 
could not find that any cattle would eat it. 
His lucerne was broadcaft, except about 
half a dozen rows, two feet afunder} but 
as the crop was very thin, and much over- 
run witfi weeds, it affords me no conclufions 
that are the kali, determinate. 

Re- 
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Recolle&ing a letter in the Mufaurn 
Rufiicum , which mentioned the Earl of , 
Northingtons having Ordered an experiment 
to be tried on burnet, I determined to view 
it, though fix miles out of my way, in go- 
ing and returning. I found it about one 
acre ; and was informed, that the foil 
was light, but rich enough to produce 
wheat, or any other common grain. It 
was two years old laft fpring; fown by it- 
felf, and kept clean, and mown once the 
firft: year j the fecond, twice, once for feed, 
and once for green food ; the horfes, hogs, 
and flieep, feed freely on it; and this point, ' 
it is imagined at the Grange , depends upon 
not giving it them, when too old and 
ftalky. At prefent, it is Handing for an- 
other crop of feed, not having been cut 
this year ; and is really- a very fine thick 
crop, of great bulk, and has very few 
weeds in it. 

The country between Aylesford and Alton 
is pleafant, and well cultivated, but not 
rich in foil; the land, in general, is light 
and dry, very healthy, and bears, by means 
of good tillage and manure, wheat and 
turnips; two vegetables which delight in 
oppofite foils ; but whenever any one yields 

both. 
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both, that circumftance is a fi/ong reafon 
for concluding it, what the fanners call, 
a kindly foil. The rent through this tradt 
is in general, 7 s. or 8 s. an acre, grafs and 
arable, one with another: and here I 
Ihould obferve, that any farmer who has 
a tolerable capital for manuring, will make 
more money of fuch land than of better j 
for, although the land which letts for a 
guinea is much better, yet 14 s. laid out 
every year in manures on the 7 s. foil, 
will, undoubtedly, yield Hill finer crops j 
and this truth is extremely palpable, if the 
rich foil is inclinable to wetnefs. 

The farms are, in general, fmallj 200/. 
a year is reckoned a very large one: they 
run, in general, from 30 1. or 40 /. a year, 
to 1 50 1 . They cannot have fo fmall as in 
fome counties, becaufe no plough ftirs 
with lefs than four horfes, and a farm 
of 15/. or 20/. could not keep them. 
Their courfe of crops is, 1. Fallow. 

2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 4. Clover and tre- 
foil, and fome ray-grafs two years; then 
round again: or, 1 . Turnips. 2. Barley. 

3. Grafles, two years. 4. Fallow. 5. Wheat. 
6. Barley. They plough three times for 
wheat, fow three bulhels and reckon two 

N <juar* 
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quarters a middling crop. For Parley they 1 
plough twice, fow four bufhels 5 and reckoit 
two quarters and half the medium. They 
very feldom give above one earth for oats ; 
fow four and a half, or five bufhels, and 
reckon three quarters the middling pro- 
duce. For peafe they plough once, fow 
three or four bufhels, according to the fize 
of the pea 3 and two quarters and a half the 
medium. Fetches they never fow,. except 
for feeding off with fheep, or cutting green 
for their horfes 3 they plough but once for 
them, and fow two bufhels. Whenever 
thefe crops of oats, peafe or fetches come 
in, it is, in general, inftead of barley. The 
culture of turnips has within thefe 12 years 
increafed twenty to one 3 they plough three 
or four times for them, hoe them once, 
and feed them off entirely with fheep. 
They ufe alfo wheel-ploughs, never lefs 
than four horfes, and do an acre a day. 
As to the general ceconomy of their farms, 
the following fketch of one, of 1 60 /. a year 
at Rupply , will give you fome idea. The 
farmer, who occupies it, has about 400 
acres of land, a confiderable part of them 
grafs 3 keeps 10 or 1 2 horfes, and about 
eleven fcore of fheep : employs conftantly 

five? 
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five fervants, one fhepherd, one boy, and 

three labourers. 1 forgot to tell: you, 

that many of them manage to have a piece 
of. clover for their hogs, an article of huf- 
bandry I. have not met with for fome 
time. 

LABOUR, &c. 

All thfe year round, i i; a day and beer, 
or ji. 2 d. without. This is exceflive 
cheap. 

Reaping wheat, 4 s. and 4 s. 6 d. per acre. 
Mowing barley and oats, 1 /. mow and 
rake, 1 s. 8 d. 

Mowing grafs, 1 s. 

Hoeing turnips, 5 s. 

Lad of 13 or 14 years old, 4 d. a day. 
Ploughing land /w- acre, 8 s. 

PROVISIONS. 

d. 

Bread, - - 1 ^ per lb. 

Butter, - - 64. and 7 d. 

Candles, - - 7 

Mutton, - “ 4-5- 

Beef, - “4 

Cheefe, - - 2 d- 2 to 4 d. 

Labour and provifions in this country 
bear no proportion to each other $ and the 
N 2 wretch** 
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wretched management of keeping double 
the number of liorles that are really ne- 
ceflary, is molt pernicious in its confer 
quences. 

The foil between Alton and Farnham , is 
much richer than the above ; letts on an 
average from 15 s. to 20 s. an acre. Their 
chief crops are wheat, peafe, and beans. 
They fallow for the firtl ; then low wheat, 

and then fpring-corn others trench- 

plough for peafe, then wheat, then foft- 
corn ; then lay down with clover and 
ray-grafs for two years. They plough 
three times for wheat ; fow three bufliels, 
and reckon three quarters a medium, often 
have five. For barley they give two or 
three earths, fow four bufliels ; and get 
four quarters on a medium. For oats, 
flir but once, fow four bufhels ; and four 
quarters they reckon a middling crop. 
When they trench-plough for peafe, they, 
don’t Air a fecond time ; but when only 
common tillage, twice ; fow 3J. bufliels, 
and reap, on a medium, three quarters. 
When they fow turnips, they plough thrice, 
hoe them once, and feed them off entirely 
with flieep. They ufe only wheel-ploughs; 
never lefs than four horfes, and often five 
or 
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or fix; which, in ftifflands, do an acre a 
day, and in light, an acre and a half. 

They reckon that 80 acres of arable land 
requires five horfes, if light. One farmer, 
who rents 250 acres of light arable land, 
keeps nine horfes; i2olheep; three men; 
three boys ; and four or five labourers the 
year round. 

But the mod: remarkable hufbandry, 
near Farnham , is the culture of hops ; of 
which they grow very large quantities, and 
are a vad improvement ; for hop grounds 
fet here from 3 /. to 9 /. an acre, which lad 
-price is very great. The labour attending 
theni, they reckon 3 /. ior. an acre per amt. 
The poles cod: (according to their length) 
from 12 s. to 22 s. a hundred ; lad four or 
five years, and twenty-fix hundred are re- 
q'uifite to an acre. They confider i2Ct. 
a middling crop, and the average price at 
6 /. or 7 /. per Ct. Which circumdances 
prove the vad improvement of this culture. 
— — This year’s crop promifes but ill. 

Bently-Green, a village between Alton and 
Farnham , is worthy your notice, if you 
travel this road ; for it is pretty, chear- 
ful, lively, well built, and the houfes 
Scattered, not like a town, and all with 
N 3 little 
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little gardens, neat and well planted ; and 
I beg you will take notice of the fences on 
each fide of the road for lb miles; I 
never be held any .thing equal to them ; the 
whitethorn hedges are of a moft vigorous 
growth; a great number of them regularly 
dipt; and the dead hedges, herdle work; 
three feet, cr three feet fix inches high ; 
the flakes ftreng in the ground, and clofely 
interlaced ; and whenever you fee young 
quick, there is one on each fide of it, and 
the white-thorn plants kept clean weeded : 
nor is this hufband-like attention to their 
fences confined to the road- fide, but ex- 
tends cn each fide into the fields, as far as 
you can fee.— — 'The country is a very plea- 
fant one; a due mean between a hilly and 
a flat one ; the fmali rifingsgive a variety, 
and open to agreeable landfcapes ; and the 
number of flattered houfes and villages 
'render it lively; particularly as they are 
fo neat. 

i - . ' - • *• , jt Ptw 

LABOUR, &c. 

All the year round, i s. and beer. 

Harveft, a month, at 40 s. vicllials and 
beer. 

"Reap- 
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Reaping per acre, 3 x, 4J, and 4 x, 6 d. 
Mowing corn, 1 f, 

r» Grafs, 1 s. 

Hoeing turnips, 3 s. 4 x, and 5 x; 
Ploughing, 7 x. and 8 x. 

PROVISIONS. 

mSU - iljrTi XI* * -Tl 

Bread, 1 x. 3 d. the half peck loaf. 

Butter, yi d. per lb. 

Mutton, 4 i-d. 

Beef, 4 d. 

Cheefe, (Norfolk) 2 id. Weft-country, 4 d. 
Peat for firing, iox. the waggon -load. 

This place, I think, is near enough to the 
capital, to warn me of its influence; I 
fhall therefore give you a refpite, and con- 
clude with alluring you,' how much I am, 
&c. 

Farnham, July 13th, 1767. 



n 4 
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LETTER VII 

W H A T little I have feen of Surry , 
gives me no great opinion of its 
fertility : There is much bad land, not 
far from Gilford ; and I obferved, as I paft 
from Farnham thither, that the upper lands 
were poor. They fow a good deal of fain- 
foin, which is a great improvement ; for 
it yields two tuns, and two and a half of 
hay per. acre. The country is, however, 
pleafant ; and for fpme miles before you 
arrive at Gilford \ the profpects are very 
fine. 

Between that place and Ripley, the land 
is better; letts, in general, from io;. to 
15 j, and I perceived the crops to be ex- 
ceeding good. On inquiry, I found their 
courfe of crops to be: j. Fallow. 
2. Wheat. 3. Spring-corn. 4. Clover. 
<j. Wheat. 6. Beans, peafe, or oats. This 
courfe is in cafe the foil is in good order ; 
if it runs foul, they favour it rather more; 
and it muft be confefled, that wheat fown 

\> , m >*r 

on a clover lay, which fucceeds two crops 
» of corn, is prefuming too far on accidents, 

and 
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and the ftrength of the land’s fertility. They 
plough for wheat three or four times j fow 
two bufhels and an half, and reckon three 
quarters a middling crop, For barley, 
they plough but onee in their light lands, 
but twice in thofe which are heavier; the 
quantity three arid a half, orfour bufhels ; 
and 1 the mean produce four quarters. For 
oits they plough but once, fow four or 
live bufhels; which yield, on a medium, 
four or'five quarters. When beans are the 
crbp, J they like wife plough but once; and 
dibble in three 1 bufhels to the acre j hoe 
them always once, and if they are foul, 
twice. For peafe, one earth ; fow three 
bufhels, generally in drills, 14 or 15 inches 
aftmder, with a frriall plough, made on 
purpofe ; 'always hoe them once or twice, 
and have generally, on a medium, four 
quarter's on an acre: they »fow a great 
piany turnips; plough twice or thrice for 
them, hoe them twice; and generally feed 
them off with fheep, but fometimes ft all- 
feed bullocks with theni; in which caie, 
they reckon that an acre of good pnes will 
fatten two middling fized beafts. 

In tillage they ufe both horfes and oxen j 
four horfes to a plough, and fometiroes 

more . 
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more; and four, fix, and eight oxen, and 
in their light lands do an acre and half a 
day, but in the differ foils, only an acre. 
The oxen are reckoned the mod profitable, 
by the rnoft fenfible people I talked with; 
but nine horfes are, neverthelefs, kept to 
one ox. They keep a great many cows in 
this country, and reckon the profit of 
one at 4 /. One farm I was particular in 
my inquiries after, by accidentally meeting 
with a perfon concerned in it ; the rent is 
about 200/. a year; confids of about 300 
acres, of which 240 are ploughed. The 
farmer keeps 12 working horfes, and eight 
oxen » 300 fheep, with right of common- 
age ; 30 cows, and nine fatting beads. He 
employs condantly four men-fervants, two 
boys, and ten labourers : this number of 
working hands, you mud certainly obferve 
is very great. 

LABOUR, &c. 

In winter, 1 j. 2 d. a day. 

In fpring, u 4 d. 

In harved, 2 s. and 2 s. 6 d. 

Reaping wheat, from 5 s. to 9 s. an' acre. 
Mowing corn, from 1 s. 2 d. to 1 s. 6 d. 

/ * Mowing* 
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Mowinggrafs, 2 s. arid 2 s. t>d. 

Hieing turnips, 5*. fecond time 4*. 

— Beans, %s. and 4 *. 

Driiled peafe, 3 2r. aftcl 4*. 

Bdy of 10 or 1% years old, fer day, qd. to 6$ 
Ploughing, fer atfe^ jr- attd 6 s. . - 

f R 6 V I S I Q N S. 

: • d.. , ■ • 

Butter* ?r r lb. 

Mutton* - 4i- 

Beef,' ? r 4 

|irea&, t - % ' r* 

Mt. tfiamlfftih ornamented park, at 
« exceeding well worth your attention* 
it gaveme much pleafure in walking over 
it, and you will, .doubtlefs, excufc my 
dwelling for* a few minutes' on the princi- 
pal circupiftances which aremo;ftftriking, 
though, not aonne&ed with$he husbandry 
of the country. 

Palling from the houfe, and a few 
winding fttrubberies, which are parted 
■from the park by net- work*' and in which 
the green- houfe is fituated j we con- 
duced through the park 5 to anothtr inclofed 
plantation, which h4ft ft&uagmable walk, 
• “ • com- 

. V i " 
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commanding a pretty valley, through a 
winding row of fir trees, and at the fum- 
mit of a bank, which is planted with vines ; 
the produce of which lad vintage, was 
three half hogfheads of wine. This w'alk 
leads to the Gothic-temple ; an open build- 
ing, which looks immediately upon a large 
piece of water, with a handfome bridge 
thrown over an arm of it : As the temple 
is upon a rifing ground, and looks down 
upon the water, the beauty of the fcene is 
greatly increafed. In point of lightnefs, 
few buildings exceed this temple. From 
thence we wind through a frefh walk, 
near another part of the water, crofs a 
bridge, formed to appearance of rocks and 
foflrls ; and turning down, to the right, 
find that this bridge is the covering of a 
mod beautiful grotto, as well as the wa- 
ter ; for immediately under it, is a large 
Incrudation of fofiilsj and fpar hanging 
every where like ilicles from the cieling, 
has a mod pleafing effeft. On each fide 
the water is a fmall path, parted from the 
dream by marine fodils : nothing can have 
a more elegant effect than the ceiling of 
this grotto, (in which is duck, with great 
£afte, a profusion of fpar) hanging over 

the 
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the water, as if of a kindred, but congealed 
nature. From this grotto, the walk leads 
on the fide of the water, to a ruined 
arch, in a juft tafte: the teflelated pave- 
ment ; the mofaic’d ceiling j and the 
baffo and alto relievo’s, which are let 
into the wall, are all in an exceed- 
ing good tafte, in decay; the fymp- 
toms of which are excellently imitated; 
with weeds growing from the ruined parts, 
and all the other marks of antiquity. 
Through the arch, the river appears wind- 
ing in a proper manner ; that is, dark and 
gloomy, around a rough piece of grafs, 
which has a confident appearance. But 
what hurt me very much, was the contra- 
di£tion of emotions, raifed by the fcene 
behind; which was totally different from 
that of the ruin; elegant and agree- 
able ; a fmooth water, and Hoping banks, 
clofely lhaven, vvifh a little ifland in it, 
are all agreeable objects ; and by no means 
affect the fpectator in unifon with the ruin 
of Grecian arehite&we, and the gloomy 
objects around. 

The cafcade, w'hich is the next object 
that appears, is, though trifling, in a very 
juft tafte. The water guflies in five or fi* 

dreams, 
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dreams, out of tufts of weeds, growing 
in the rock ; really in the very tafle of 
nature; over it bends the trunk of ah- 
old oak, from fide to fide, which has ah 
exceeding good effed ; and the trees rifing 
to a great height above all, finifhes the 
fcene very completely. This cafcade is fed 
by a wheel, which lifts the water from the 
river, which falling in the cafcade, keeps 
up the lake already mentioned. From 
hence we proceeded through a piece of wild, 
ground, over-run with brakes and rub- 
bifh, through a fcoop or hollow, bounded 
by high firs on each fide > and in which 
the tower (another ornamental building) 
appears with a very pleafing effed, to other 
darker walks, quite clofed, which lead to 
the hermitage ; we entered info a fmall 
room, nearly dark i and on. the opening 
of a door out of it, into the hermit’s par- 
lour, another room. The windows prefent 
a very beautiful fcene; for you look imme- 
diately down upon the river, winding 
round fome cultivated fields, with a very 
good profped bounding the whole. But t 
would obferve, that this landfcape, being 
of nearly the fame nature with many of 
thofe at Persjield , figured poorly on Com- 
^ parifony 
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parifon ; for the depth of the defcent, is- 
not near equal to thofe vaft ones of Mr. 
Morris's , which circumftance takes greatly 
from the picfurefque appearance : and the 
river is too narrow, and not feen diftinctly 
enough j the wood* which grows on its 
banks, and the breaks under the hermi- 
tage window, almoft hide it j. nor are the 
fields overlooked, half fodiftind and beau- 
tiful, as thofe in the valley at Persfieldv 
but notwithftanding this coi$parifon„ the 
view will appear exceedingly beautiful,, to 
thofe who never faw Persfield , and pretty 
to thofe who have j the coming upon it, 
by fuddenly opening the door between the 
hermit s rooms, is contrived with more 
tafie than Mi*. Morris S; 

The tower is the next building: from it 
is feen a very fine profpedt ; St. Paul's ca- 
thedral and Windfir caftle, being two 
among many other objefts feen from itj- 
but the temple of Bacchus next feen, is in- 
finitely beyond it. It confifts of one hand- 
fome room elegantly ffueco’d, with a 
portico of Corinthian pillars,, in an elegant 
and beautiful tafie }n niches, under the 
portico, are four copies in: plaifter, from 
Celebrated .(fames the Venus de Medici s, 

■ and 
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^nd Venus with fine haunches, making twc^ 
aftd both good. Around the room, are 
antique Roman ftalues, on handfome ped&- 
ltals, and in the middle a colofial one, of 
Baev bus. from hence another winding 
walk leads you out of the park. 

On the whole, Mr. Hamilton's, though 
by no means equal, in the fublime to the 
amazing objctls at Persfield, yet is cer- 
tainly a very beautiful place, and particu- 
larly complete, in reipect of buildings, in 
which the other is deficient j nor does 
Persfield, in point of beauty of water, by 
any means equal it : in a word, Cobbam is 
the range of beauty ; but Persjield, {\ uperi- 
ody fublime. The latter is as much want- 
ing in lively and agreeable buildings, as 
the former is in the fublime, and unorna- 
mented touches of nature. 

From Cobbam almoft to IVeJlminfler 
bridge, the foil is a fand, naturally a poor 
one, but near London greatly enriched with 
manure. I obferved, however, in the 
fandy fields, about Pfher and Kingfon , that 
the crops were exceeding good, which the 
farmers attributed to the wetnefs of the 
feafon, and I believe with good reafon. 
There appeared nothing in the hufbandry, 

much 
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hutch worthy of remark ; their courfe is, 
I. ^Fallow, a. Wheat. 3. Spring-corn, 
or clover. Day-labour very dear : 

In winter, 1 i. +d. a day. 

Inipring, 2 s. 

In harveft, 2/. and 2 s. 6 d. and beer, &c: 

- PROVISIONS. 
d. 

Butter, - - 74. per lb. 

Bread, - - 2 

Mutton, - 44- 

Beef, . - - 4 

At Cbapbam I had the fatisfa&ion of 
viewing the experimental agriculture of 
, Wiz. Baldwin. I had read his letter to Dr. 

1 'Templetrunty defcribing his field of burnet, 

" and had much curiofity to fee it ; but, to 
my no fmall difappointment, found he had 
ploughed it up the week before. From the 
contents of that letter, I was much fur- 
prized at finding this; becaufe, Mr. B — — 
(peaks of it as an excellent plant. I fhould, 
however, remark, that the reafon of leav- 
ing it no longer, was the want of Iheep to 
pafture it ; it not fuiting Mr. Baldwin to 
keep flock enough to feed it. 

O ' Three 
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Three acres of Lucerne, of this gentle- 
man’s, made me fome amends ; about two 
acres are drilled in rows, two feet afunder, 
and the third tranfplanted at the lame 
diftance. It is two years old ; I found it 
two feet two inches high, thick and fine, 
and had been cut once before this year ; 
ufed chiefly for the foiling horfes, and for 
feeding four cows. The foil is a fandy 
loam, of a dark colour, appeared to me 
admirable turnip-land, and if deep enough, 
would bear fine carrots ; bears good barley, 
as appears by a piece in the fame field ad- 
joining : The drilled equal to the tranf- 
planted; but then it fhouid be remembered, 
that the Rev. Mr. Harte, the famous direc- 
tor of the tranfplanting method, orders the 
plants to be fet at the diftance of three feet 
four inches, for the benefit of effectual 
ploughing between the rows. Befides 
Lucerne, Mr. Baldwin has fome experi- 
ments in fmall, on timothy, bird-gfafs, &c. 
The former is coarfe, thin, and poor.; and 
is, I am perfuaded, a worthlefs plant; 
his bircl-grafs is very thick and very fine ; 
his filver hair-grafs the fame, but not fo 
delicate ; and another very thick one, 
which I apprehend is the fine-bent, the 

fame. 
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fame. For the clearing of crops, Town in 
rows, Mr. Baldwin has invented a plough- 
ing harrow j which I faw in the Lucerne- 
field, and took a draught of : . 



The chief ufe of it, is for loofening the 
intervals, not cleaning them. I cannot 
omit mentioning the extreme politenefs, 
Vvith which this gentleman (who is exceed- 
ingly zealous for the good of agriculture) 
receives all, who make any inquiries con- 
cerning his manner of cultivating the plant3 
I have mentioned. 

I paffed through London, and fcarce 
flopped; but took the Epping road, bn ac- 
count of feeing the experimental agricul- 
ture of Mr. Crocked, which I remembered 
to have read in his letter to that very 
fenfible and learned cultivator* the Rev. Mr. 



Comber , publilhed in" the Mnfeum Rujlicum. 
But I found, to rhy difappointthent, only 
about half an acre of tranfplanted Lucerne, 
'which was remarkably fine j for it mea- 

' O z fured 
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fared two feet fix inches and three feet 
high, vigoroufly branching, although it 
had been cut twice this year before 1 faw 
it : it is two years old ; the foil rather gra- 
velly, and appeared fomewhat ftiff. 

In my way back to the great EJfex road, I 
flopped, and viewed Wanftead houfe, the feat 
of the Earl Tilney, which is a very magnifi- 
cent palace. It is built of Portland ftone, 
with a very grand portico in the center, 
fupported by large Corinthian pillars j 
under which is the landing-place, from a 
double ftone flair-cafe, which leads to the 
grand hall. This room is 53 long, 
by 45 broad j the ornaments confift chiefly 
of two large antique ftatues, on marble 
pedeftals, Li via and Domitian ; and three 
large pictures by Cafali , Coriolanus t Por - 
fenna , and Pompey taking leave of his family. 
Thefe pieces are not in that matter's beft . 
manner; the colours are too tawdry j nor 
is the beauty and delicacy of the female 
figures equal to many I have feen by that 
painter. The door-cafes of this room are 
plain, but little carved ; but in a good ftyle. 
The chimney-piece heavy. 

From the hall, we were conduced to the 
left, into a lining- room of 27 feet lquare; 

out 
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out of that into a drawing-room of the 
fame dimenfions j from that into a be.d- 
chamber of 24 by 20, and through that 
intd two light clofets : thefe rooms form 
the front Hnp to the left of the halL There 
is nothing remarkable in their furniture 
hut I obferved, among other modem pic- 
tures, that of a ‘Tttrkijh lady, which' pleated 
e ]nie. You will excufe me givmgyou my 
little criticifms ; I am no connoiffeur in 
paintings, and* may be fo gothic as to 
‘praife a pipce by a modern artift, whenan 
ant jerit bne J hangs by it. , 

TKe fuite of apartments, to the right 
' ofthe hallj COrtfifts of, ift, A dinitfg-room ? 
J 2^ fquarsj then a drawing-room, 3 <x&y 
The pftimney-piece in this room is 
elegant ; ah eagle taking up a fnake,. in 
'White marble, is let into the center of it. 
"The next is a bed-chamber, 25 by 22 ; ahd 
J ^out of that we . entered the ball-room , 
"'which runs the whole breadth ofthe houfe, 
arid conneds the' frpnt line of apartments 
‘ With the back fpite. This room is 75 by 
" ‘ \iery elegantly fitted up with gilded 
^ornaments of 611 kinds. But I (hould re- 
ptafk, that'the gilding being ail on brown, 
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is by -no means fet off with fuch la(ire 
briLliar^cy, as that at Holkam. . 

, From the ball r room, turning to the 
back fuite, we entered another ftate bed-, 
chamber, 27 by 22,. From that into a. 
dreffing.-room, 27 by 25 » then into an 
antichamber, 40 by 271 the chimney- 
piece ;wh-ite marble and elegant ; marble 
tables ’fine. Next came the faloop, 30 
fquare; chimney-piece white marble and ; 
pretty ; then another dining-room 40 by 
27, ornamented by three large pictures, by ; 
Cajali : Alexander dire&ing Apelles to paint 
Campafoe , who is fitting naked in a chair, is 
beautiful, the naked well coloured, and 
the whole figure enticing ; byt there os. q 
ftrange fwelling in her thigh. The next' 
piece is the Continence of Scipio ; a poor 
one; the lady is by no means tempting 
nor has Scipio any thing the le^ft chajraen 
teriftic in his countenance. Sopbfntjba 
taking poifon, is the third i. (he is 20 infipid 
figure, and takes the poifon as (he yyo!uk| 
pluckarofe; but without any of tfial 
noble heroifm of foul, which fpeaks a coo, 
tempt of the fear of death. The colour 
in all tfiefe pieces are too glaring. From 
thig room we entered a drawing one, ,27 

fquare ; 
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fqaare ; theri another bed-chamber, 27 by 
?i} very elegant hung with crimfon vel- 
vet; bed the fame, and lined with an 
Indian fattin, white, trailed with coloured 
flowers. Laftly, A drefling-room, 26 by 
18} frimaments. richly gilt. The fuite of 
rotundon either fide, is,, in the whole, 260 
feet.) 

Under the hall is a very f noble arcade; 
pot of which is a common dining-parlour, 
40 by 35; out of which we entered a 
breakfaft-room, 30 by 25; elegant indeed, 
J*rints parted on a buff (pale yellow colour- 
ed) paper, with engraved borders ; and 
pll difpofed in a manner which difplays 
great tafte. The prints are of the very 
befl: matters, and the ornaments elegant. 

— I cannot help preferring the tafte of 
this room to Lady Townjhetid s drefling- 
yoom, above-mentioned. 
b Wanfiead, upon the whole, is one of the 
rtObleft houfes in England. The magnificence 
of having4ftate bed-chambers, with com- 
plete apartments to them ; and the ball-room 
are fuperior to any thing of the kind in 
Houghton, Holkam , Blenheim , or Wilton; But 
each of thofe houfes are fuperior to this in 
#hgr particulars;, and to form a complete 
•• *.v : Q 4. palace, 
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palace, fomething rauft he tafcen 
in refpedt .of elegance . of aiclutecfcg^ei 
j Wanjiead is fecond to Holkam, Wha$>a 
-building would it be, were the wings added 
according to the firft defign L , . >; 

< From Wanjieudy I took the direct road 
to Ilford } which afforded me apleafore 
lhperior to that, which any palace could 
confer ; for 1 found there a hufbamjry 
,more perfect (that is profitable) than fcpy 
:I ever met with : the particulars of it are 
worthy of your attention. 

The farms are neither very large* «or 
fmallj 200 /. a year is reckoned; aiiarge 
one, and the land letts, at a medium,;‘at 
i /. id s. per acre. The courfe of crops 
moft common is, i. Fallot 2. Wheat. 
3. Oats. 4. Turnips 5. Barley. •; 6. 
Plover and ray-grafs. 7. Potatoes. Their 
potatoe hufbandry is admirable; they 
iji the clover (and natural grafe, .when 
they break it up the fame) about Fefaf&ry, 
and immediately dibble in pptatoe fetts, 
four inches deep, and from eight ta ten 
inches fquare, Before they G 0 ffi 4 ri -*p, 
. they hoe the ground perfectly, clearisAiarid 
after they appear, twice more*;- TbejLdig 
,.|hem up with a three pronged fork, and 

ge. 
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generally before they are half grown. 1 
few them taking up feveral crops ; the rea- 

■ ton of this earlinefs is the great price 
-’ potatoes bear in the fummer. The profit 

is exceeding great. The landlord of the 
r'e&JjfM inh at Ilford , fold three rood as 
th«y grew, without any expence of taking 

■ tip/ the day I was there (July the 13th) for 
, Arid fcrfne Irijhmen who had hired 
. hborit two acres of ley-land, of Mr. John- 
fiotiy the brick-merchant, took up 40 facks 
per acre ; which amounts to above 20 /. per 
'-acre. The crop I viewed; it was dibbled 
promKcuoufly. Thefe Irijhmen hired the 
land at 4/. an acre. It was once very 
'common to have all the potatoe-grourids 

0 belonging to them, but of late the farmers 
have got pretty much into the culture 
themfclves. Mr. Johnflon, abovemen- 
tioned, at the time that he lett the ley to 
tome Irijh labourers, offered them at the 
feme price, the furface of a very large 
quantity of mud, thrown out of a canal in 
his garden, but they refufed it: upon 
; which he directed them to plant it on his 
own account ; arid to their • furprize, it 
pjrned out by much the beft crop of the 

twcy 
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two*.-— -But to return to the general huf- 
bandry around liford. 

For yvheat they plough four times, fow 
two bufhels j and reckon 34 quarters a 
middling crop. They give three or four 
earths for barley, fow three bufhels j and 
5 quarters a middling crop. They plough 
thrice for oats, which is extraordinary, 
fow four bufhels } and 6 quarters they 
reckon a me,dium. For turnips, they ftir 
four times, fow before midfummer, and 
feed off with cows and fheep ; always hoe 
twice, fometimes thrice. They ploughs 
only with horfes, two to a plough, and do 
an acre a day. As to the general ceconomy 
of their farms, take the following lketch of 
one I met with. Rent 200/. acres 200, 
nearly all arable. Ten horfes j fuckled 
aoo fheep, and kept two men and twp 
boys, and fix labourers all the year. They 
feed their hogs in fumnier on clover. 

LABOUR. , 

Jn winter, i*. 4 d. a day, $nd fmall beer. 
Jn hay- time, 1 s. 6 d. and beer. 

Reaping wheat, 5 s. an acre., 
flowing fpring-corn, from 1 s. 6 d. to 2 s. 

* They reckon two tun about a middling crop. 

I Hop- 
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Hoeing turnips, 5 s. for twice, 
pigging land for potatoes, 24 d. 3 d. and 
34. d* per rod. 

PROVISIONS. 

d. . . 

Bread, - r 14. per lb. 

Mutton, - - 44- and 5 d. 

Beef, - - 4 

V^al, - - 5 

Dandles, - 74 - 

Coals, : * ' - 11 per bufhel. 

. Jdhould have told ypu, that the land-r 
tycd of the red-fyon, was this year offered 
7/* an' acre for a fmall field of garden 
drilled in rows, : . three feet afunder, 
tq&e taken off in time for turnips } but re- 
fried it; 

t? My inquiring after the agriculture of the 
neighbourhood* brought me acquainted 
with the improvements of Mr. JoBnfton, 
above-mentioned. They confift of expert 
jnents on pucernd apd' Burnet. Four year$ 
^go>laft r fprihg, he mark’d out three acresf 
pf land j thefoila hot gravel to fome depfh, 
ps appears hy a large gravel-pit adjoining. 
One acre hd fowedwith Lucerne broadcaft^ 
another with the fanie over barley broad- 

caft; 
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qaft : the third he divided into three parts, 
and drilled them at two feet, two feet fix 
inches, and three feet diftance. On the 
corn acre he fowed five pecks, which yield- 
ed him 45 bulhels; an increafe very furl 
prizing. Mr. yobnjion aflluul me of the 
accuracy of this account, as he faw the 
barley meafured himfelf. 

The general refult of the experiment 
hitherto, is, that the drilled Lucerne is 
always earlier than the broad-calf j but 
npt fo much as to arife to one cutting in 
the whole year, the latter being cut ^s 
often as the former. In refpeft ^guaja- 
tity there is no companion 5 thebr9^££$t 
yielding nearly double to the drills, <jon- 
fequently Mr. JobnJlon gjves it thqpreffr 
rence y nor. can he yet determine how long 
it will laft in the ground. The acre whioh, 
was fown without corn, coft hijn near .tjyo 
guineas to clean ; but after the firft: ypjr 
he weeded all the broad-caft piece,, 
an harrow of his own contrivance^ -pf 
which the following is a Iketch.. . 

" ■ '•*- - aiu 
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The teeth of this harrow, by means of 
prefling it down by the handles, cut deep, 
and tear up all the weeds : the pieces of 
which it is compofed, are flout and heavy. 

Another purpofe, for which the inventor 
found it admirably ufeful, is, the tearing 
up the couch-grafs from out of the fal- 
lows. The drilled acre of Lucerne was 
kept clean the firft year, with hand-hoes 
alone j but fince it has been cleared with a 
horfe-hoe, likewife of Mr. 'JohnJloris inven- 
tion ; the thought of which, he feems to 
have taken from M. du Chateauvieux% dou- 
ble cultivator. 
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This hoe fedms broken off before, be* 
caufe it goes on to the carriage of the 
plough when ufed. The two feet drills of 
Lucerne yielded forriethihg inofC: than the 
others.- The broad-caff piede,' ; when I 
viewed it, was 12, . 16, and 18. inches 
.high, and had beeh.'cut twlcd fh 4 ‘drills 
were juft cut the third time.’ Laid year, 
the whole three acres fed ' eight noHfes, 
from the 2d of May, ' to the Cnd.df Septem- 
ber t they eat, befides, an acre’ bf tares'} 
but as a part of the LuCerrie ..Was fCt aftde 
for cutting into chaff, Mr. JobnJlm calor- 
r Jates, that the three acres, in efffeflt,' riiairt- 
tained them during that time. 

The burnet experiments coriiift 6f ’one 
rood, drilled two feet afunder, afid fbwcsd 
laft Auguft twelvemonth : and one acre 
fown in drills, three feet, laft Augujl-, they 

were 
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Were both {landing for feed, not having 
been cut this yearj both very fine crops, 
but the latter remarkably fo. Laft year 
he fed cows and horfes with the produce 
of the food ; both of which eat it very 
freely, and even with greediijefs. 

' Thefe grafles, upon the whole, are found 
a very great improvement upon this dry 
gravelly land ; which, however, has fuch 
a degree of richnefs in it, as to be worth 
30 s. an acre. 

The land continues very good from 
Ilford quite to Chelmsford , around Burnt - 
wood, which is 18 miles from London j it 
letts, in general, at 20 s. an acre. But 
the potatoe culture is entirely done with, 
in three of four miles this fide of Ilford j 
although the foil is as good at a greater 
diftance, and London near enough for the 
bringing any kind of manures. So profit- 
able as the growth of this root is, I was 
furprized to find the cultivation of it ex- 
tend no further. Between' Ingatefon' and 
Chelmsford, the value of land' declines j 
it letts around, that country at a moderate 
price, conndering the diftance from Lon- 
don- from 7 s. to 1 /. per acre : the farms 
are not over-grown ones, from' 20 1 . and 
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30 /. to two or 300 /. Their oourle o( 
crops, moft common, is, 1. Fallow. a. 
Wheat. 3. Oats, or peafe ; if the for- 
mer, then, 4. Clover and ray-grafs, for ■ 
on? or two years ; but if peafe, then 
low again, or turnips. They pit 
three times for wheat, fow two bdl 
and reckon a middling crdp at 2 qrs. ah$ ' 
an half. For oats, they plough -But l J 

fow four bulhels ; and reckon 3 qfs. 
medium. Sometimes they iowheari^ 
which grain they give but one ftirrrhgij 
two bufliels, hoe twice, and reap thre 
on a medium. They plough twice 
thrice for peafe; fow two bufhels, hoed 
them once or twice; and three quasjkjffctf. 
they reckon their mean crop. Fo&ttiHd 
nips, they ftir four times, and make the'l 
foil garden fine; hoe them twice, and ufe * ?, 
them in the feeding all kinds of cattle.- 
Something of the general mahagejnqpfeB 
of their farms will be feen from, the follow- 
ing particulars of one. The rent roo V% 
a year; for which the farmer has 
fomething above 2 50 acres ; the greateft 
part of which is arable land. He feeepr; 
eight horfes, 50 or 60 Iheep, and ad covreG* 
and emplbys three or four men, and two ^ 

r . - wfcK- 
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boys, as yearly fervants, befides three 
labourers. They reckon the profit of a 
cow at 3 A lot. to lett it. They have but 
little notion- of feeding hogs on clover. 
One circumftance I fhould not forget, and 
that is, their hollow drains, of which they 
do a great deal in their wet lands, and 
this excellent practice I found fcarce any 
where but in Effete and Suffolk. They dig 
them 22 inches deep, and fill up with 
wood and ftraw } the price 2 d. and 2 L d. 
per rod. 

LABOUR, fife. 

In winter, it. 2 d. a day. 

In hay-time, 1 s. 4 d. and beer, and 1 s. 6 d. 
In harveft, is. 6 d. board and beer. 
Reaping, 5 s. per acre. 

Mowing corn, 1 s. arid 1 s. 2 d. 

■ — — Grafs, 2 s. and 2 s. 6 d. and beer. 
Hoeing turnips, fir ft time, 4 s. fecond, 2 s. 

— Beans and peafe, 7 s. twice. 

Ploughing, per acre, 4 s. 

PROVISIONS, &'c. 

Bread, rather more than il d. per lb. 
Butter, 84 - <A Salt yd. 

Candles, 74 d. 

Mutton, 4 ±d. 

P Beef, 
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Beef, 4 d. 

Veal, 44 -^* 

Coals at Maldon, 24 s. per Chalder. 

Cheefe, 4 d. ordinary fort, 34. d. 

New waggon, 25 /. 

• Cart, 1 2 /. 

Plough, 1 /. 10J. 

Harrows, 2 /. 5 j. 

I forgot to tell you they ufe but two 
liorfes in a plough, and do an acre a day. 

I alked a little farmer, in this neigh- 
bourhood, What, was the employment of 
the labourer's wives and children ? Drinking 
tea , he replied ; and I cannot but remark, 
that I found the cuftom almoft univerfal. 

& * ~ " * 

f - 4 t ' mtj r , J. 

And now being arrived at Chelmsford , 
and the conclufion of my journey, thro’ 
a country already deferibed ; you mud al- 
low me here, to finilli this Letter, and my 
Tour. In my next I fhall make fome re- 
marks on the fubftance of the preceding 
minutes, and draw forth fu^h prafticai 
dedu6lions, as will, I flatter myfelfvjptrpve. 

V- th^i 
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this little journey to be, at leaft, not totally 
ufelefs. 

I remain, . . 3 - 
Chelmsford, „ 

J 61 ? 17 th, 1767.* 

JV* B. I found Upon a journey I took. 

: from thig place to Bury, that the road - 
• to Hedtngham is exceflive bad j and 
1 from Sudbury , to within two; miles of. 

Bury, ftill worfe. Their method of,mend- 
( jrig in the laft mentioned road* I. found' 
{ excelAvely abford } for in nine, pdf ts/ out! 
. df ten of. it; . the. tides are higher 
-.than the middle, ahd the gravel they 

- bring in, isriothing.but a yellow loam, 
-.\faith a few ftones in it ; through which, 

the wheels of a light chaife ,cut a$ eafllyj 
! : af ; fe fond, with the addition df Arch 
; floods of. watery mud, as render tfoisf 

- road,; on the whole, inferior to: nothing 

but &n unmended Welfo lane. : . 

* - ' . ' r •> - 

Chelnisford, 

Jvkj vZ&i 1-767 y j ~, •- . * ’ 

1 , r ; 

c 'i I “ " ' r ‘ * . ‘ 

; •- " v 2 : ' r 7 “ ■ 
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LETT E R VIII. 

I S H A L L here, Sir, endeavour to make 
good my promife, of drawing fome 
conclufions from the variety of preceding 
minutes; and aim, jat leaf!, at (hewing 
you the ufe attending a knowledge of the 
agriculture, and rural ceconomics of our 
own' country, acquired on the fpot. I 
, flatter myfelf, that my arduous inquiries 
will not prove entirely trivial or ufelefs, 
but will exhibit fome local peculiarities in 
practical hufbandry, which ought to be- 
come more general j and by comparing 
every where the prices of labour and pro- 
vifion, fee if a balance can poflibly be dif- 
covered. * 

Without further introduction, I (hall 
begin with the crops, which in fome places 
are fo much fuperior to others ; and- ex- 
amine what reafons are apparently the 
caufe ; at the fame time remarking if there 
is a general balance between the rent and 
the produce. 

In the improved lands in Norfolk , I found 
the mean produce of wheat, 4 quarters. 
Of barley, 5 ditto. 

Rent, $s. On 
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On an improved farm at c Tojlock } near 
Bury in Suffolk: 

.Quarters. 

Wheat, • - - - 44- 

Bailey, - - ■ : it 

Rent, *■ f 14 s. 

Another : Barley and Oats, 8 
Wheat, - - - 44- 

Rent, - - 16 s , 

Between Dartford and Shooter s-hill : 
Wheat, - - - 64 

Barley, - - - 64. 

Rent, - - 20 5. 

About Stoken Churchy in Oxfordjhi're: 

Barley, - - - 5 

Rent, - - loj. 

About Cot/would- hills : 

Wheat, - . - 3 

Barley, «* - - 3 

Rent, * • ^ j# 6 d% 

Between Gilford and Ripley ; 

. Barley, - - - 4 

Peafe, - - - 4 

Rent, - - 12 s. td. 

P 3 About 
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Qa»rt^ra> 

About Ilford in EJfex.y 

Wheat, - i - 4 

Barley, - - ' - . - 5 

Rent, - — 30/. 

From this flight fketch, it appears that 
the rent bears no fort of proportion to'the 
produce of tlie foil, but is guided totally 
by accident. It is extremely remarkable, 
that the mean quantity of wheat, on the 
richeft foils, and with the beft hufbandry, 
fhoufd never exceed 6 quarters and 4 an 
acre, and - that in tire neighbourhood of 
the capital itfelf. I very much queftion 
whether I fhould ever find a greater pro- 
duce, if this ‘Tour was extended over ‘'the 
whole kihgdom. If the nature of the 
broad-caft hufbandry would not admit A 
greater crop, I fhould not be furprized at 
this; but it is an abfolute fa&, that 18 
quarters of wheat have been produced by a 
ftatute acre of land, in the comihon 
method of cultivation : that is, by the 
broad -cafl: fowing; The immenfe de- 
ficiency, therefore, of the generality of 
crops, rnufl be owing to the farm.ers fow- 
ing their ground too often, or to a, want of 

fuffir 
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fiifficient tillage, or plentiful manuring. 
There are ftrong redfons for attributing it 
tQ thefe caufes j it is remarkable, that the 
bell produce of all, was off but a middling 
foil at bell, the Kentijh one, but improved 
by rtianuring to a great pitch. The next 
greateft produce of wheat, is from the im- 
proved farms in Suffolk j both a naturally 
bad- foil for that grain; but by means of 
excellent management, made to yield more 
than others of twice the rent. The next is 
about Ilford in Effex, and the improved 
lands in Norfolk ; which are foils very far 
from being well adapted to this grain, and 
yet the crops they ate made to produce are 
very confiderable. Upon the whole, thofe 
foils, which are naturally the ,worft, 
but improved by manures, and well cul- 
tivated, I have univerfally found to yield 
the greateft crops. What a pfegnant 
proof is four quarter^, on a medium, 
growing on th t Norfolk Iheep- walks ! . 

r Thefe fadts fhould give all hulbandmen 
a juft idea of the vaft importance of pro- 
per* tillage, cropping, and manures; that 
ithere be always a fufficiency of the fir ft 
.■an<| the la’ft, and never too much of the 
i'ether. -Since very poor foils, and even 
’ P 4 ' foch 
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fuch as have been reputed barren, flre 
made by thefe means tp exceed ^he natu- 
rally fertile ones in produce. , ; 

Natural fertility is confequently of lofig 
ftanding, and the rents of courfe high, 
the farmers therefore think they cannot 
pay their rents if their land be not altnoft 
perpetually cropped j not from a teal 
height in the rent itfelf, but from the com- 
parifon they make with others who pay lefs. 
But thefe, on the contrary, knowing how 
much more is paid by others, and being 
imprefled from cuftom, as it were, with 
an idea, that rent is no great matter,, are 
not induced to pafs by the fallow years* or 
thofe of reft under grades : apd the fame 
contraft holds with refpeft to manures; 
he who pays a trifle, thinks he can afford 
to manure for that reafon, and thofe who 
pay five times as much, are perfuaded they 
cannot therefore venture any expence of 
that fort ; the confequence of jwhifik <?ir- 
cumftances is, the former, upon poor 
land, are more able to pay a great. .price 
for a bad foil, than the latter are a ftnall 
rent for a good one. The ricbnefsof ; tfie 
land is not therefore of fo much .ifnjlur- 
tance to the cultivator,, and, of courfe, to 

the 
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'the jfatioil: at large, as a lively, vigorous, 
and judicious culture- of it. 

In refpeCt to crops/ of an uncommon 
fort, or at leaft not generally cultivated, 
the profit appears to be vaftly greater, 
than from corn or natural grafs. This is 
particularly the cafe, with hops about 
Hedingkam and Farnham : a middling crop, 
at the former place, aniounts to 35 /. an 
acre; land at the latter, more than double 
that fum. This latter produce is, indeed, 
exceedingly great ; but allowing for any 
little exaggeration in the account, yet 
great deductions may be made, and vail: 
profit left ; befides, the rent of the land 
there rifes to a greater price than in any 
part of the kingdom I am acquainted with, 
even to 9/. an acre. Nothing in the com- 
mon husbandry ever equals thofe products 
of hops ; nor are the expences upon them 
fo great; as to reduce hop-planting to a 
mean with the general agriculture; for 
they feldom rife to 20 /. an acre at Heding- 
hatriy and not- much above 30 /. at Farri- 
bam. But as thefe expences are infinitely 
greater than what attends the ufual fyitem 
of farming, much fewer people have the 
fubftance necefiary for undertaking this 

gar- 
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garden hufbandry, which renders die pro- 
fit the more confiderable. 

I have examined in a great number of 
places, fields which would produce hops 
equally well with any about Hedingbam t 
and that lett for a common rent, in which 
the hop culture would be an infinite im- 
provement : but common farmers, and even 
the generality of landlords, have no ftrong 
ideas of the utmoft profit to which they 
might employ their foils. 

Next to hops, potatoes are the moft 
beneficial vegetable that I have met with. 
Their culture in Ejfex is exceeding pro- 
fitable j taken up in July, when they are 
not above one fourth grown, < they yield 
40 facks per acre, on a medium, and in 
money, from 25 /. to 3 5 A an acre} fbme- 
tim^ more, which is. very great j nor are 
the Sixpences upon them high; and a pe- 
culiar benefit attending them, is the excel- 
lency of their nature, in fweetening and 
ameliorating the foil ; the extreme thick- 
jiefs of fhade .they; yield covers the foil 
entirely, and renders it very mellow ; they 
find them the bell preparers for any kind 
of grain. , . ; •- - • 

7 - -ft 
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It is aftonifliing their culture is not 
more common ; for any ley ground doe? 
fpr them that is tolerably rich, and the 
worft foils will bear plentiful crops of 
them, if well dunged. As to the part of 
Effex where they are moft common, being' 
very near to London ; the argument proves 
nothing againft the extenfipn of the prac- 
tice, becaufe, other places are equally near 
London, that do not plant them j and vail 
trafts of land that have water-carriage 
might convey their crops to the capital at 
a Ids expen oe, though five times further 
diftant, for all the Effex ones are carried by. 
laud.— As Lucerne and Burnet are yet 
Cultivated chiefly in frnall quantities ; and 
no where.the. common crops of any place 
I have feen, i lhall fpeafc of them when 
1 come to conflder, what I call e?cperimen-t 
tal agriculture. 

. -The variations I met with in the courfes 
of crops-4-hv the mtrodu&ion of amelia* 
fating opes— rand the maxims of fallowing 
art great}., but Ids in fallowing than :-ft»y 
pther. In. the prodigiously improved landj 
pf Norfa/k, fallowing is fcarcely known* 
pnd vaft are the crops they grow without 

!** ■ 

o 4 
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On the improved farm at Tofoc, near 
Bury, the land is never fallowed. V 

Between that place and Lavenbam , they 
fallow for wheat ; fometimes for barley. 

Between Braintree and Chelmsford , for 
both wheat and barley. 

About Dart ford and Shooter* s-hill in Kent, 
and around Wycamb in Buckinghamjhire, 
not at all. 

From Tetsford to Oxford, Witney ; and 
again, between Frog-mill and Crickly-bill, 
for barley. 

Between Newnham and Cbepjlow, quite 
do\yn to Bridgend j and acrofs the Severne 
through all the tratt of country round 
Briflol and Bath to Devifes, acrofs Selijbury 
plain to that city, and thence through 
Winchefter and Gilford to London } and, 
laftly, to Chelmsford, a line of country of 
about 240 miles, it is all fallow for wheat. 
But I lhould remark, that this uniform 
hufbandry has no general caufe in the na- 
ture of the foil; on the contrary, it is in 
many places inferior to other methods ; for 
they fallow, as I have already minuted, 
where the land is perfeftly well adapted to 
turnips and clover } in which cafe there 

lhould 
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fliould be no fallowing, but barley fown 
after turnips, and wheat after clover. 

Of the ameliorating, or fallow crops ; 
peafe and beans (as I have already men- 
tioned potatoes) claim the firit notice: and 
in no article of hufbandry have I found 
greater contrails than in thefe. I fliall 
firft minute the chief variations, and then 
explain the caufes of them ; the rent I add 
merely by way of an index, to the com- 
mon nature of the country. 


In Marjhland, Norfolk : 

Quarters. 

Mean crop, §\. 

Rent, - -20 s. 

Between Bury and Hadleigh , Suffolk : 

Crop, - - - 4 

Rent, - - 13*. 

Between Braintree and Chelmsford, Ejjex : 

Crop, S^- 

Ditto, peafe, 5 

Rent, - - r6*. 

Be- 
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Between Woodjkch and Witney , Oxford- 
Jhire: Quarters. 

' Crop, - - 34 - 

Rent r - i$f. 6 d. 

■ Cotfwould Bills j Glouceflerjldre : 

'f Crop, . - - - ' 3 

Rent, - ' - 5 s. 6 id, 

jt i, 

Between Cbepfow and Newport , Mon* 

mouthfhire : 

Crop, not - - 2 

Rent, 8 j. 

A rdundr Cowbridge t Glamorganflnre ; i 

Crop, kfs than . - 2 

Rent, - - ror. 

Near the Devifes t towards Salijbury , Wilts ; 
* Crop, ; - - - 3 ' J ' 

Rent, - - 5 s. 

Between Salijbury and Romfey , Hampjhire: 
Crop, - - - 2 

Rent, ■ - 16 ii 

Between Gilfordand Ripley , Surry: 
Crop, peafe, - , - ~ 4 

Rent, ... - ■ 12*. 

About 
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About Jlfok EJfax i , : »' 

Crop, garden* peafe, 1 6, ! 7, or 8 /j 

&6nt, ! 3° ~ 

Thefe crops call for fome ' vefcy. jobyidus'. 
remarks : :rent we,. fyidhas nothing to 
dp. with them, if thefoifis many rrteafore 
to be judged, of by it t ; .good. .crops of bt^ns. 
proceed; from other; circuinftanees . ipore ■ 
than frpm» the ricbnels, of,the land. By 
much th. e -WA: crops, in this table, ; are 
tholp : in Monqioutfyhir.e,; , v Glamor gdnjhire, 
and part of Wiltjhire and Mapipjbire \ the 
rents of which t tra£ls , appear to* be, on ai 
medium, as high as any of the others; but if: 
you turn to the preceding pafTages, wherein 
an account is given of their culture,, yon 
will find thefe are the only places wherrthey 
do not; hoe them. The . medium of thofe * 
trails, which hoe, is about 4. quarters 
and from whence it appears, that thofe 
flovenly f^iyners, , who omit this neceffary 
operation* lpfe, r at leafi, the amount of their 
crops, fop want of following better exam- 
ples. I reafoned with feveral of them, on 
this part oftheir practice j but they faid. 
They never heard of fuch a thing, I ’twould 
never do, and could not anfwer. 

With 
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With turnips, the difference is yet grea- 
ter, between the right hufbandry of that 
vegetable, as pra&ifed in Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Effex , &c. and as they are managed in 
Wales, and about Burchalke, near SaliJ- 
bury : for of all crops, none require hoeing 
fo much ; there is none that will pay fo 
well for that operation, the value of them 
being very trifling without it. The ex- 
tenfive ufe of them is known but little of, 
except in Norfolk, Suffolk , and Effex j that 
is, all the ufes to which they may with pro- 
fit be applied, one or two places excepted. 
I found no farmers, but in thofe counties, 
that underftood any thing of the hufbandry 
of fatting cattle with them ; feeding lean 
fheep, being the only ufe they put them 
to. A univerfal lofs attending a bad cul- 
ture of beans and turnips, is the lofs of a 
year for a poor cropj for nothing is a 
better preparation for corn, than thefe 
vegetables, when kept perfectly clean, 
but none worfe, when managed in a flo- 
venly manner : and accordingly we find, 
that where they plough and hoe thorough- 
ly, their beft crops of corn fucceed thefe 
fallow ones. 

The 
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The clover hufbandry I found univerfal, 
from the north of Norfolk ,. to the further 
end of Glamorganshire . Some variations I 
found in the management of it, but none 
fo ftriking as thofe mentioned in the ar- 
ticle of turnips. The worft is the fowing 
of hop -clover in Wiltjhire and Hampjhire, 
which paltry fpecies is not comparable to 
tfie common broad clover. Ray-grafs is 
•JBcewife’fown much too yuiyerfally: I 
found it frequently on foils by far too 
good for it j broad clover alone, is infi- 
nitely preferable, except, on very light 
land.' . . ' ’ " • ' r ' 

*fhe variations in the dourfes of crops I 
found pretty confiderable." 

< • • , , ; ■ . ■ - - * * - ' t 

In the marled parts of Norfolk, it is; 
i Wheats 
- 2 Turnips, 

. 3 Barley, I 

• - 4 Dover and Ray-gra& 

In the improved farm, near Bury , in 
Suffolk i 

1 Turnips, 

2 Barley, 

- 3 Clover,. 

-,t 4 wh .S& : „ . 

About 
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About Hedingham, in Eflex : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 Peafe, 

4 Wheat, 

5 Turnips, 

6 Bailey, 

7 Clover. 

If the third or fourth crop of this courfe 
is well manured for, it is a very good one, 
on rich lands. 


Between Braintree and Chelmsford : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Barley, 

3 Clover, 

4 Wheat. 

Nothing can exceed this courfe upon 
lands too heavy for turnips. Sometimes 
they vary it, but for the worfe : 


1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 
31 Barley, 





4 Wheat:. 


No manurin^tarh&rake the laft crop of 
wheat a good ori'C; : ' Fdt very rich lands, 

the 
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the courfe between Dartford and Shooters - 
biH is excellent : ' : . ' ' 

1 Peafe, 

2 Turnips, 

3 Barley, . 

4 Clover, 

5 Wheat* . . 

About Stoken Chitr(b $ in Qloucefterjhtre i 

1 FpjUow, 

2 Wheat, - 

3 Spring-corn, 

4 Clover. 

Between Tetsford and Oxford : 

1 Wheat, : 

2 Be a ns, ' - 

3 Barley, 

4 Fallqw^ 

. • ".b : :SiP?rki< 

6 Clover. 

This : is affcmngc*^ ahy Stal: It 

is the fame between Woodftock and 1 Witney. 
About Sberborn on Cotfwould-biHs; Glou- 
cejlerfloire, v-' r *7 

1 Fallow,' 

2 Whfifif, 

3 Peafe, 

4 Barley. - 

0^2 Be- 
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Between Newnbam and Cbefi/fow . , Glou- 
cejlerjhire. 


lj : 


K 


jft-'H A.- 


2 Wheat, 

3 Peafe, 

4 Oats, ' 

5 Tulips; 

6 Barley, 

7 CloveF, 

' 8 Whtsf, exceeding good. 

Between 

1 Fallot, 1 

2 Wheat;' " 

3 l. 

5 Ray±grafs ; and clover. . - 

n) •. ■ ■ 

But? of ail rtDtbersi il tegyanj willti«j|Wrk 
the foUpv^ng,. abohft GruMg<$rt Mjrijflfor 

nb tuodA 

i .Wheat, .tw 
* WRH51 v* 

3 9 *^ * 

4 O&h&l * 



$ 


s. £> 9 
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Between Devifis and Salijbury : 

1 Fallow,, : 

2 Wheat, 

3 Barleys 

4 Hop-clover, &c. 

Around Salijbury : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 Barley, 

4 Oats, peafe or beans.* * 

' ‘ . 'j - ■ ‘ -•••• 

Between Aylresjord and Alton, v&Himp* 
/hire, a very oddeourfe t .... * 

1 Turnips* 

2 Barley, 

3 Gfralfts, 2 years, 

4 Fallow, 

5 Whcit, * 

6 Barley* 

Between Guildford and Ripley in Surry t . 

1 Fallow, .jh 

2 Wheat, 

3 Spring-corn, 

; 4 Clpyer, ; 

5 Wheat, 

6 Beans. 

L - Q $ About 
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About Ilford in EJJex : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 Oats, 

4 Turnips, 

5 Barley, 

6 Clover, 

7 Potatoes. 

There are more to commend, up- 
on the whole, in thefe courfes, than in 
any other article mentioned yet; for the 
hufbandry of introducing a crop of pulfe, 
roots, or grafs between every two of corn, 
is very prevalent, and art excellent prin- 
ciple it is. If we except the Weljh courfes, 
which are very bad, and one or two more, 
a crop, and fallow, or fallow crop , are 
univerfal. In the long courfes it appears 
how fenfible the farmers are, that corn 
will not bear any repetitions, with fo 
much profit in the long run, as by intro- 
ducing either leguminous crops or roots. 

This article of cropping judicioufly, is 
of infinite importance. How is it pofTible 
that any land, belt ever fo well ploughed 
and manured, can fupport four lucceflive 
crops of corn, upon the ftrength of one 
3 n £ P fab 
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fallow? according to the cuftom about 
Cowbridge , in Glamorganjhire ! It is ab- 
folutely impoffible that good crops can 
be gained by fuch hufbandry; for the 
Jaft two muft be over-run with trum- 
pery and weeds, without any ftrength to 
get the better of them. 

No courfe can exceed that of turnips, 
barley, clover, wheat; when the land is fo 
dry and found as to yield good turnips, 
and admit their being fed or carried off, 
and at the fame time rich enough to pro- 
duce wheat ; which cireumftances I take 
to be of all others, the ftrongeft proofs of 
a good foil. But even this cOurfe has been 
found liable to objections : in the turnip 
and clover countries, the moft fenfible 
farmers are perfuaded their lands become 
forfeited with them ; infomuch, -that after 
a long repetition of this courfe» fcarce any 
turnips can.be gained, without much dung 
on the fame fields, which, at firft, pro- 
duced plentifully without any. And their 
clovers they find rife thin, die in the win- 
ter, and wear out Very foon. The reme- 
dy wanting in this cafe, is a fubftitute 
fpr . each of thefe crops. In light foils; 

r i 0^4 . • none 
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none are comparable to carrots and potfl-i 
toes; and I might obferye,. that they^(> 
grow in much heavier qnes than conimenjy;; 
imagined. I have cultivated them my{el& : j 
in no incOnfiderable quantities, qn # gpp$Jr{ 
wheat foil, and with great fuccefs ; a^din 
heavy lands, cabbages thrive, with- proper 
management, in an extraordinary manner. 
Thefe crops would ferve to vary the courfi?; 
ip dead of turnips, and; the ground would} 
bear the repetition of three much ; ;tb£t|f£ 
than of one crop. . Iqftead of clover, fam- 
foine and lufiemo {hould be introduced.!) 
which would laft in the (oil five yeprs>jiftj 
perfect vigour, and form by that finqe a : 
turf, the breaking up of whifch, vypuM, 
yield an extraordinary profit., I do 
by any means, recommend tbefeg&ntft 
to the exclufion of clover, for 
fenfible of its prodigious value j) but;, only ; 
to introduce them in rounds,; t when thfr: 
foil is tired of the latter. ,<r.r . cnx 

The importance of manuring, l- fpjUjpd 
in general better underftood than. I e&pecat 
ted. Marling has been for .manynyeajj^f 
and is at prefent praCtifed in the : utmofi,. 
perfection in Norfolk; where likewise tfefti 
folding of Iheep is carried pn very regurft 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



[ *33 ] 

hrly.'i and oil cakes purchafed, even from. 
Holland, to enrich their wheat lands. The 
farmers' indeed around Lynn have none of 
thefe ideas, or they would not let an hun- 
dredload of coal -a Hies be walhed every year 
into the river. 

About Bury in Suffolk^ they purchafe the 
manures arifing in that town at a vaft ex- 
pence; and with fuch eagernefs, that were 
the town half as big as London, they would 
buy them all. 

' Between Sudbury and Braintree in Effefy 
they are very careful in forming compofts 
of chalk, dung and turf. 

All round London , at a /mall diftance, 
they have a proper idea of bringing various 
forts of manures ; but at the diftance of i o, 
15, and r8 miles, they do. hot by any 
means bring a twentieth part of, the quan- 
tity which they ought ; confidering what 
rich forts they might procure at a fmaU 
expence. 

The ufe of lime is perfe&ly well known 
in the hundreds of Efex, and brought in 
waggons from a great diftance, an^ at 
a vaft expence } even to io/. an acre. 
Liming is likewife the great manure in 
thofe parts of Wales through which I 

palled. 
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faffed. They have it ahnazingly cheap, 1 
and find the effects of it very beneficial. 
But the Wei ft> farmers ari ftrahgely defi^ 
cient in not folding their fheep; many of 
them have tolerable docks, but no fuch 
thing as a fold in all the country I faw. “«•* 

• The 'manure arkfing in the farm yards, - 
I found every where taken care 'of, ,; and 
fpread upon the fields. They were carry* 
mg it out in-many 1 places as I paffed along! 
The mixing it likewife with turf xfag in 
the high-way, I remarked was- imjverfal. 

‘ The manure arifing' from burning the 
furface, I firft met with m Glotuzjlerjbire : 
they find it extremely beneficial, ' if not 
pra&ifed too often; it cleans the foil 
greatly, and enriches it' equally ; nor do tur- 
nips,’, particularly, ever fail the- year they 
pare and burn ; and the expence, at which 
they have the operation performed, is very 
trifling, from 14 s. to 20 s. per acre. This 
method would anfwer greatly in many 
-parts oftheeaftern counties, but they have 
no idea of it ; except burning the fedgy 
turf and ftubble in the ifie of Ely. It is', 
•beyond all doubt, the' bcff way of Bp&king 
up old and bad paftures, 'and fitting them 
'•fo r com . 1 It is a ridiculous notion, to 
. fuppofe 
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fuppoie it fit only for wet lands, fmce in 
the parts; of Gkitcejlerjhire and Wales 
through which I palled, they pra&ife it 
to. great profit on very dry ones. 

' The variations I found in the article of 
the manner of tillage, were extremely 
greats and 'form an inltance of as miftaken 
management asaoylmct with. This will 
appear very evident, from the following . 
table of fails, ftrength, . and quantity 
ploughed per day. 

Improved parts of Norfolk* 

Light turnip-land : 

a Horfes, 

2 Acres. 

Acrof3 Suffolk and to Braintree in Effex, 

Light, loamy, and fome heavy bean- 
land: 

2 Horfes, 

- ... ■ •’ ' i Acre. •: • • 

At Lord tlare 6, in Effex* 

Loam too heavy for turnips : 

2 Oxen, 
l Acre. 

Be- 
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Between Braintree and Chelmsford*, , ^ 

Mbied. foils, both light and heavy j tur- 
nips and. beans: • ! >•••'*• • \#A 

3 Horles, Ibrne times ' four, 
i Acre. 

. , .-v • .-.•♦VF ’• . t 

Between ASlort and Uxbridge, Middlejkx. 
Both light and heavy - x turnip 
land t . ,to 

4 Horfes in a fine; W 

i Acre. ' .>•' ■ .* r 

Around Wyeomb, in Buckingbamfhitf- 
Light foil; bears good turnips : t . ^\ 

5 Horfes, often fix. 

From 4- to i, acre. 

About Stoke Cburcby nnOxfordJhirei . - 

Chalky foil: ' ' y A \ 

6 Horfes, ' ‘ ,J A 
t Acre. 

Near Sberborn, on Cotfrn uld- bills x Clour 
eefterjhire. 

Light, but chalky and poor; 

4 Horfes, 
i Acre.. * 

_,v7 From 
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From North Leach ,- through GlouceJler{hire> 
Monmoutbfhire, ‘ and Glamor ganjhire. 
Light and middling turnip-land, &c. 
Eight oxen; never le(s tha,ri fix ; or 
four, and two horfes. 

From 4. to i acre. 

Between the Devifei ancf SaliJhqrju , 
Light and middhpg; great quantftifis 
of turnips s ; 

4 Horfes, neyer leis thanthree, j 
Scarce <?ne acre. . 

fn the neighbourhood of Shfijbury. 
Various, foils, but in general light : 

3, arid 5 horfes, 

i Acre. ’ ’’ 

■ -'i Through Hampjhire. . s • 
Light dry foil in general : ! - 

4 Horfes, K 

-• -i AcrC. _ ' '• 

’ .. i; t * • 

Between Guilfor^ and Cobhamyc). fyrrg. 
j^uch fand ; an4 light loam ?. . 

4 Horfe§; and often more, ; • , . , . . 

-r . 4 , 6, and 8 oxen, , 

\ii Acre, . hgjitfoil, ! i.l e i ;!• . 
u * Acre, hfnyy.. : 

About 
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About Ilford , Effatl 

Gravel : 

. % . I | 

2 Horfes, 

' . i i 

i ' Acre. 

If you call your eye lightly over this 
table, it will furely be evident, at once, 
what a wafte of ftrength is common, thro* 
nine parts in ten of this trail of country. 
I ftiould remark to you, that in many 
places where only two horfes plough an 
acre a day, particularly in Suffolk and 
EJJex, the foil is to the full as heavy, as in 
any of the other counties, wherein fix and 
eight oxen are ufed : fix horfes I have feen 
at plough, upon tilt turnip-land, which 
was level j where the hills are fteep, one 
horfe or a yoak of oxen might reafon- 
ably be added ; but the farmers in thofe 
parts ufe as many in a light level fand, as 
in a fliff and hilly loam ; and what is as 
flxange, do as little in a day. 

If the excefs was only in oxen, the 
matter would not be of fuch general bad 
confequence j but to think of innumerable' 
horfes being kept to ftarve the people; 
which is literally the cafe, and meerly in 
compliance with the obftinacy of the low 

peo- 
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people, ££or .1 believe the labourers are the 

great patrons of the practice, and will not 
touch a plough without the ufual number 
of beafts in it) is a public misfortune : to 
fee vail trails of the kingdom cultivated, 
with fuch ufelefs numbers of horfes, and at 
the fame time worfe managed than other 
heavier parts, where not half the number 
are ufed, is a very melancholy fight ; and 
ought to influence the nobility and gentry, 
in thofe miftaken parts, to ufe all their 
power with their tenants, to make them 
break through fuch vile cuftcms. 

Even upon the hills, their method of 
ploughing is abfurd; for they generally 
cut their furrows up and down the fide, 
inftead of acrofs it j by which mentis, 
twice the ftrength is neceflary to plough ; 
—the goodnefs of the land is walhed 

out with hafly Ihowers ; and the crop 

damaged into the bargain, in more level 
countries, I have always obferved the belt 
hufbandmen, dire£t the ploughing acrofs 
the Hope of an accidental hill they may 
have, for reafons obvious enough amongft 
themj but not fo plain t.o idle fellows, in 
this indolent country, who like to go ir 
pofiees of men and beafts to their work 
• f - I: . 3 ar 
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arid who would infift upon a drivei fbf 5 **^ 
hottfe, if he was brought 'to ufebut one^ ^ 
- In Ihort.I venture to afiert, that; iW 
ttU the tracf of country, through tvhkfh'P 
j&flfed, one half, at : leaft,of the draught 
cattle, taken at a medium* 'Might late itifir 
penfed with} for though in'UiUny'^Mt 
only two horfes ape ufed, ^et tfre«ipnuiti*atf 
double In Others would allow of MMi m 
total being deducted. You will 
ceiVC what a public benefit this.’wouft Ml 
If the clamours on account of the high 
prices of provifions have a good foondaP 
lion, theyt fhoiild induce toefc i miftaien i 
people, who plough AlithiSve'6r ,^dg^iiBp 
becaufe their fathers did, ^amhfvijtOukPin^th'v. 
i^j iiad it heretofore been the cuftom) !) tO' 
lefifei their teamsone half, and apply half 
the land, on which they grow double-th^ 
quantity of oats they want, toitbe cnlflote* 
idf wheat* ahd the-groundwhidi fuppettS* 
them in' fummer, to the.' fetiti?^ otfdbdi^ 
•cattle as are food for man, • i rkterad «£&£& r 
«S- eorpe' only to the kenneh*-±A. found tfU 
~u$rof oxen rather wearing^ *mt, ’eycnrif^ 
-the' ox counties.- i Thefe? remarks^ rembhll 
'the Of the methods by which hogs anft-ih 
general maintained. Thofis-anirualeaftt 
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Infinite: importance, to the nation, in yield- 
ing fiich vaft quantities of meat : and if a> 
Iparcity pf prqvifions, in general, it ncwy 
qr wastobe the cafe, nothing could foonex 
remedy it, : than increafing the ftock of 
fmm&i, a bufmefs infinitely, more -eafy to 
perform* than an increafe of either fheep 
or large cattle* It is remarkable, that the 
hufoandry of feeding hogs with clover, it 
tolerably known only acrofs the county of 
Sqfbii), and a, part of Effkx, of the whole 
tour. ..They- alrnofl: every where keep no 
more , than their mere dairies would main-r 
and where they were finally their 
gfOim and rnbbjfh corn. Between Wood ♦ 
Jink A Witney* a clover; country, they 
feed thejar hogs in futnmer with , beans ; 
W^UE’eas in Suffolk it is common to ihuta 
parcel; of the quarter or half-grown hogs 
infti a field of clovdr, . if it has a pond in it, 
thelatter end of M*y y /find -never take them 
out till Mkbatknas j, and they are found to 
incomparably with than food alone. 
HkfB-vfhsy, ikim-milk, and grainsy they 
fieep for their, fows and pigs, and other 
finall hogs; too. young to feed on clover 
alone : nor can a> field of that grafs be turned 
to mwcb . profit by any other, manager 
li R ment. 
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m'c’nt. Lucky hits, may in feedings if; 1 
turn out to vaft profit; but in more cbth^’ 

, mon, and more certain ways of managing 
it, either by making hay, or feedirtgWith^ 
other cattle, the profit by bogs is Found 
much fuperior. I cannot, therefore, avoid 
wHhing, that this excellent article ofhuf- 
bandry was more known and pratftifed}' 
as I am certain it would not only prove of 
very great ufe to the farmers, but yield*^ 
much greater plenty of pork, thah tH# 
prefent fmaller number of hogs can do. °Atl 
the farmers I talked with, ori this fubjb&J 
however, gave, I could perceive; blit fittid 
credit to what I told them j for theft: notlbii 
of clover is, that *tis twenty to one^ibtffclt 
burfts and kills half the cattle tdrn6ddttt& 
it. A cow or a bullock turned in- whlli 
wet with the dew, and very hungry, (■itiJI 
now and then burft ; but I never ttifhfft 
my own experience knew it, not* &oir b^dM 
at home, of its affecting a hog fo/ 

During the whole journey, yoirh&Ve 
certainly remarked, that I was yeryatWii- 
tive to the rent of the land : I wanted to 
-difcover the mean value of that part bRhe 
kingdom, through which 1 pa^d^^Hd 
to obferve what portion was wdft^ add 

un- 
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uncultivated. ’Tis true, my journey was . 
lb fmall, compared with the whole extent 
of the kingdom, that few general calcu- 
lations or maxims can be founded upon 
the; refult of it ; but the want of perfection 
is no ’ reafon again ft ufing thofe means, 
which are in our power of arriving as near 
if as poffible j perfons more intelligent*; 
and poflefled of better means of fmoothing 
difficulties, though. not more aCtive, may 
one day or other complete the tour of the. 
whole kingdom, upon fome plan , of this 
nature s that political arithmeticians may 
have a good foundation for their calcula- 
tions,, inftead of hazarding them upon 
mere igue(s- work and conjecture. Always 
x;«b)efnber,that I, in no inftance, offer you . 
thefe minutes as any thing perfeCt, but 
ofoly as a flight fpecimen of what I wilh 
was in my power to complete. Was this' 
. journey extended over the reft of 
England , I Ihould have it in my power to; 
ipeakrin other terms, than thofe I ufe at 
p$efcnt. - ; 

,* |$ 9 m .the fea-coaft of Norfolk , almol^ 
^frpfs, the country to Nortbwold , in .the. 
: r$&d $o I ‘Tbetford, the foil is generally ,cul- 
there, a mile or half a 
,it: R 2 mile 
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mile of fheep- walk may be found ; (to the 
weftern corner, about Sneiti/ham , a good 
deal) but in general it is but little. This 
line of country, upon the whole, letts, I 
believe, on a medium, at 6 s. or 7 s. an 
acre. From Nortbwold to Thetford , is an 
uncultivated tract of fheep- walk. 

From Thetford to Ingham, in general 
uncultivated : then to Bury, light land, but 
cultivated ; mean rent about 3 s. 6 d. or 
4 s. an acre. Here we have reckoned one 
line of uncultivated land > which is near 
16 miles acrofs. Another line acrofs it, 
is from Culford to Brandon ten miles. 
Another from Newmarket to Brandon, fix- 
teen. Upon the whole, I believe, there is 
a fquare of about twenty miles of uncul- 
tivated flieep-vvalks and warrens. 

From Bury by Hadleigh, to Sudbury, and 
to Braintree , the foil is good, and welt 
cultivated ; and letts, upon a medium, at 
about 1 2 j-. or 1 3 s. per acre. 

From Braintree to Chelmsford, and to 
Billericay , it is yet better ; letts for about 
16 s. and from thence down to "Tilbury 
fort, at about 10 s. . : 

The mean rent, therefore, acrofs the 
county of Norfolk , and a part of Suffolk y 

as. 
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as far as Bttry, is about 55. or $s. 6</. an 
kcr<Bfc This is a line of 70 miles. 

' Fro mBury acrofs the reft of Suffolk and all 
Bffex, to TilburyYoxt, which is 70 miles more, 
the mean rent is about 135. 6 d. or 1 4*. an acre. 

About Gravefend, in Rent, fome at 8 s. 
and others at 1 /: and 1 /. 10 s. Between 
Tbartford and Shooters hill, at 20 s. Nearer 
* London , and before you come to the 
gardens, it runs up to 2/. From London 
io Barnet; all grals lefts from 40 s. to 3 /. 
.From Bametto the Mimms, about 1 2 s. From 
Guilford to London, 3 o miles, about 1 2f, From 
London toBurntwood, 1 7 miles, 3 yr. *From 
' London, another way, to Uxbridge, 30 s. 

Here is a traft of country around Lon- 
\ don , five feveral ways out ©f it, and from' 
20 to 30 miles diftancej the medium of 
rents is about 30 s. an acre. But I believe 
if a circle of 30 miles was taken, and all 
its contents, barren land, forefts and all; 
the mean rent would not amount to near 
20 s. which is a fcandalous circumftance 
to the agriculture of that proud neighbour- 
hood} every fpot of which, is within reach 
of more manures, than any three cities in 
Euhfie can boaft. 

" * Reckoned by the Stratford sq%&, and not the FcrtJ}. 

R 3 From 
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From Uxbridge to S token Church, which 
erodes the county of Buckingham 27 miles \ 
the mean rent is about 1 o s. an acre. 

From S token Church to Tetsford, 1 o i. 
From ‘Tetsford to Oxford , inclofed 20 /. 
open 9 s. From Oxford to Witney, about 
1 5 s. From thence to North Leach, 7 s. 
This line acrofs Oxfordjhire, about 40 miles'. 

I believe the medium will be found about 
115. confidering how fmall a part is in?- 
clofed. 

From North Leach to Crickly-hill , about 
55. From thence to Gloucefler, i6r. 
From thence to Newnham, 12 s. Front 
thence to Chepftow, 145. This line extends 
50 miles through Gloucejlerjhire, and the 
medium rent I calculate at 10 s. 6 d. or 
1 1 5 . 

From Chepftow to Newport, 145. Froth 
Newport to Bridgend, 12 s. This is a li'de 
of about 50 miles. Medium, 125. 3 d. or 

1 2 S. 6 d. ''' '•" 

From the paflage to Briftol, 255. 

‘ Briftol to Bath, j s. From Bath io the 
Devifes, 20 s. This cut through \Sdmir- 
JetJhire, and the rich part of WiltfhiA] for 
40 miles, letts on a medium at 19 5. ' 
From the Devifes to Salijbury, riiorfly 

iheep- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



I ■ 2 47 ] ' 

(beep- walk, but including the adjoining 
farms, 22 miles, 5 s. 

From Salijbury to Wincbefter, 1 2 s. About 
Crux Eafton, 9 f. From Wincbefter to 
Alresford, gs. From thence to Alton, 75. 
bd. From thence to Farnbam , 17 s. This 
line extends acrofs Hampjhire , near 50 
miles, and, I reckon the medium, 12J. 

. From Farnbam to Guiljord, about 8 s t 
The circle around London , before iketched, 
concludes it. 

The Tour lies through about 600 miles 
of various country: the following little 
fummary will affitf in forming a general 
medium : t 

Miles. 1 . s. d. 
Norfolk to Bury in Suffolk , 70—0 5 o 

Suffolk and Effex , - - 70—0 1 3 6 

Acrofs the London circle, -40—1 jo o 
jBuckingham/bire , - ' - 2 7 — o 10 o 

.Oxfordjhire, - - - 40—0 n o 

Gloucefterjhire, - - 50—0 10 6 

Monmouth and Glamorgan • 

[.fires, - - 5° — 0 12 6 

Somerfetjbire, and part of 
f .u Wiltfirti -- - 40—0 19 O 

iVtltJkire, - - - 22. — o 5 o 

fjcimpfirei - > - - 50—0 12 0 

R 4 I have 
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I haye calculated thefe fever*} propor- 
tions, and believe the general medium is 
12 /. yd. per acre. I tnuft repeat again. 
That you are not to expect an abfolnte 
accuracy in fuch a iketch as this 1 roiftakes, 
doubtleis, there will be, but 1 apprehend 
tbefe mediums are near the truth. 

Before 1 finilh thefe points, you mnft 
allow me to mention two things more: 
The roads, and the management of tim- 
ber. As to the firft, 1 chiefly travelled 
upon turnpikes; of all which, that from 
Saltjbury, to four miles the other fide of 
iumfejy towards Wincbefter , is, without 
exception, the fineft I ever faw. The trus- 
tees of that road, highly defence all the 
praifr that can be given, by every ooe 
who travels it, for their excellent manage- 
ment ; to management the goodnefs of 
that road mu ft be owing ; for fine as their 
materials are, yet I have in other mads 
met with as fine-; but never with any that 
were fo firmly united, and kept lo totally 
free from loofe ftones, rutts and water : 
and, when I add water, let me abfcsve, 
that it is not by that vile cuftorq of cutting 
grips for it -to run off, to the di (location 
gS one’s bones in crofting them, aiid to the 

• utter' 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



C 249 1 

utter .deftru&ion of all common beauty 
retaking from levelnefs j but by rendering 
the furface fo immoveably firm, that carri- 
ages make no holes for it to fettle in j and 
having every where a gentle fall, it runs 
immediately off. To conclude the whole, 
it is every where broad enough for three 
carriages to pafs each other; and lying in 
ftraight lines, with an even edge of grafs the 
whole way, it has more the appearance of 
an elegant gravel walk, than of an high- 
road. 

Next to this uncommon road, the great 
north one to Barnet , I think, mult be 
Ranked. Then the Kentijh one ; and the 
others to Chelmsford and Uxbridge fucceed. 

. Next I rank the 1 8 miles of finilhed road, 
from Ctmbridge in Glamor ganfhire, to fix 
miles this fide of Cardiff. As to all the reft, 
it is -a proftitution of language to call them 
turnpikes ; I rank them nearly in the fame 
clafs, with the dark lanes from Billericay 
to Tilbury fort. Among the bad ones, how- 
ever, fome parts of the road from ‘Tetsford 
MxGJoucefter, are much better than the un- 
tnended parts from Gloucefier to the good 
road above mentioned, on this fide of Car- 
'tfff . 1 Tho latter is all terrible j but then it 

t • 
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is a great extenuation, to obferve that they ,, 
have been at work but two years. Much J 
more to be condemned, is the execrable , 
muddy road from Bury to Sudbury in 
Suffolk j in which I was forced to move 
as flow as in any unmended lane in Wales : 
For ponds of liquid dirt, and a (battering 
of loofe flints, juft fufficient to lame every 
horfe that moves near them, with the, 
addition of cutting vile grips acrofs the road, 
under pretence of letting water off, but 
without the effect *, all together render,, at 
leaft, 12 out of thefe 16 miles, as infa- 
mous a turnpike as ever was travelled.—— j 
The road likewife from Chelmsford to Hef 
Ingham, though not fo bad, is fomething 
in the fame ftile } which is the, more dis- 
agreeable, as it ufed to be much better. 

* Thehackoied argument, that the water mud be 
carried off, is of fome force, with regard to the bye 
roads, wherein the rutts are Angle deep channels; 
but of none with turnpikes ; for it is mere child’s 
play, to pretend to call a road a turnpike one, 
that lies fo low in the center, or has rutts deepepough 
to require grips to let the water off ; and unlefs the 
rutts are fingle and deep, as in crofs roads, grips 
be cot for ever without effeft ; for where there? is fo 
much thick mud, they are eternally filling fip a'g«H. 
The only way to lay a road dry, is to have every tvfasse 
a gentle flope, and no rutts 5 for without theft; cirptn- 
fiances are effefted, the gates may take iponey from 
travellers, but will never give tolerable roads id fetw*. 

As 
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As to Norfolk and her natural roads , th« 
boaft of the inhabitants, who repeat with, 
vanity, the faying of Charles Ildj all I 
have to remark is, that I know notone 
mile of excellent road in the whole county. 
One furlong upon the Salijbury turnpike, 
above-mentioned, is worth all that nature 
or art has done for travellers, in the whole 
county of Norfolk. Bad, however, as all 
natural roads are, part of the Norfolk ones, 
it muft be allowed, exceed the Suffolk 
turnpike. 

■ As to the management of timber, I 
have only to fay, that from Gravefend, in 
Kent, acrofs the kingdom, and down to 
Bridgend, in Glamorgan/hire, and then back 
again to London and Chelmsford, the trees 
are all (with fome few exceptions in Hamp - 
fhire) ftripped up like May-poles, which 
they nearly referable, when frefh ftripped, 
with only a little tuft of leaves on the topi 
This is a moft barbarous cuftom j deftroys 
the beauty of the country, and is abfo- 
lutely ruinous to timber. Norfolk , Suffolk, 
and apart of Effex, are, however, exempt 
from this deteftable praftice. 

' You will now permit me to examine the 
prices of provifions and labour j which I 

have 
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have hitherto only minuted, without ex* 
plaining the reafons why I was fo parti- 
cular uporathefe articles. In the firfl place, 
I /hall take the article bread. 

In Kent, 1 2 miles from London j in 
Middlefex , 12 miles j in Surry, 10 miles; 
un. Hertfordshire, 16 5 in Efex, 6. At all 
thefe diftances, bread was 2 d. per lb. except 
hi Ejfex, where I found it \*d. At London , 
it is 2 d. upon the whole it may be called 
2d. with the deduction of a very flight 
fraction. ' . 

As to the reft of the kingdom, I found 1 
it every where the fame, except twice j once 
in Hampjhire il-d. and once in Ejfex better 
than 14 d. But to balance this, near 
Qloucejler I found it better than 2 d, 

I was not furprized to find this article" 
upon a general level ; for wheat being a 
commodity eafily tranfported, tvill cer-~ 
tainly be eat at London, as cheap as in the' 
extremities of the kingdom. Indeed I knew 
not how to reconcile the accounts I me¥"- 
with in news-papers, of wheat felling foi 
much dearer in rhe weftern markets, tharr" 
the eaitern ones, and at places where 
■meafure was only nine gallons j for I have' 1 
often obferved 10, 1 5, and even -Ho 

quar- 
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quarter difference between the Norfolk^ and 
the weft of- England prices, whereas bread 
is of the* feme price every where. There? 
muft be fome unknown cireumftances bt* 
Offtakes to occafton fuch a feeming varia- 
tion. * - : 

1 Wheat, as I- before observed, is* a comv 
modify that may be moved With the greatefli 
safe, bub this is not* the cafe with buttery 
the firft, therefore, does not fhew the inn 
fluence of the capital* but the latter does 
in a very ftriking manner, of which the 
following table will convince yoii. ' 

?■ -- ^ ^ f 

Places. DiJlflPte from London. Prim. . 


Nor/oit, - 

i 20 Af. 

«• 

6d. 

Suffolk, - * 

70 

- 

,6 . 

EfleXy about Hedingham,' 

55 - 


6 » 

— : — — about Braintree, 

42 * 


6 " 

— : ■ — Billericay, - 

20. 

- 

8 ; 


* / * 1 • 

Kept, between J^ariforf and * . 

Shooter* s~hilt, - - 12 - - 8 ,,' 

ivfiddle/ex, Hays, - .12 - - 8 

Gxfordjhife, Stoken Churchy 40 - - 7 - 

— Witney y about 60 - 6 

Gloucefier , *5 107 - - ^ 

Mariniptttbfkire,; Newport, 153 - . 5 

Glamor gasfhife, Cowbridge, 17c - - r 

I fhould. 
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1 fhould, however, remark, that at 
Newnbam , in GlouceJlerfiire , 125, it was 
6±J. and between Chepftow and Newport 
6 d. which variations I attributed to the 
Brijiol market boats conftantly buying 
up all forts of provifions. Acrofs the 
kingdom, therefore, we find the prices of 
butter vary, in proportion to the diftance of 
London : the return by another road will 
prove it equally flrong : 

Places. Dijlance from London. Prices. 

About Bath , Brijlol, and 

Melkjham I found the M. d. 

medium, - - no - - 51 

Wiltjhire , between Devifes 

and Salijbury, - - 85 - - 74 

N. B. This variation is 
evidently owing to fuch 
a vaft tradt of country 
being Iheep-walk. 

Salijbury , - - 83 - - 64 

Hampfhire, about - 70 - - 64 

Surry, near Farnham, about 40 - - 74 

and continues fo to the 
near neighbourhood of 
London , except a fall of 
4 d. once near Ripley. 

Ef-x, 
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Placet. Dijlance from London . Prices . 

EJJeXy between Ingatjlont M. d. 

and Chelmsford , - 26 - - 84* 

The excefs of this halfpenny, I believe, 
held but a little time •, in general, 8 d. 

You muft certainly allow, that the rile 
and fall of thefe prices, in proportion to 
the diftance from the capital, are too re- 
gular to be the effect of foil, or accident ; 
they are palpably caufed by the London 
markets j fince if goodnefs of foil, or 
quantity of grafs operated fo ftrongly, it 
Ihould fink inftead of raife the London 
prices. The difference between that city 
and the cheap parts of the kingdom, is 
3 d. per lb. which is very confiderable, 
much more than I apprehended. The va- 
riation will appear at one view in the fol- 
lowing little table : 

London , and 20 miles round, d. 


mean price, 

- 

ft. 

8 

From 20 miles to 

60 

- 

64. 

From 60 miles to 

I IO 


6 

From 1 10 miles to 

170 


54 - 


And the general medium is 64 j but if 
the proportion of numbers who eat, is 
taken in, it will be higher.— In excufe for 

being 
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being thus particular, in relation to but- 
ter, I muft plead, that it is the only com- 
modity which cannot be tranfportedr from 
a diftanee to London 1 .and confequently it 
Ihews the proportional influence of that- 
capital, better than ahy other article. I 
lhould, however, remark,, that butter is 
nruch dearer,. even in the moft distant 
counties, if any other articles are com- 
mqnly fent to London j for theleflening the 
quantity of any one fpecies of provifipns, 
will feme what increafe the price of every 
other. „ 

The 'general medium of cheefe through 
the whole journey, is 34 d. per lb. , 

As to butcher’s meat, fome difference 
will be found between the capital and the. 
diftant parts of the kingdom j as. the verjL- 
expence of driving beafts mjuft occafiqn r 
fdme. I think the beft way Qf difplaying 
the prices, will be to give the medium of 
mutton, beef, and veal: 


Places. 

Diftanee. Prices. 

Med. 


Mutt. 

Beef. 

Veal. 


M Ski. 

d. 

A. 

d. i. 

In Norfolk , 100 

to 120 

4 

4 

34 - 34 - 

Suffolk 

- 7 ° 

4 

34 -, 

4-x j4» 

Bffx, Hedingbam, 55. 

4r 

4 

4 . 4rs 

4 




Effex; 
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Places . Dijiance. 

* . “ \ ’ ■ 

1 

Prices. 


Med. 

Mutt. Beef. 

'Veal 

d. 

Miles. 

d. ' 

d. 

d. 

Eflex, Brahitree , 42 

4 

4 

44 

44 

Ditto, Billericay , 20 

5 

44 

5 

44 

Kent, Bexley, - 1 2 

5 

44 

5 

44 

Middlefex, Hayes, 1 2 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Oxfordjhire, Stoken 
Church, * 40 

4-r 

4 

44 

44 

■ ■ T ’etsford, 4 5 

4t 

4 

0 

44 

■ - Witney, 65 

44 

44 

34 

4 

Gloucejlerjhire, Sher - 

- 78 

4 

4 

0 

4 

Glcucejier , - 107 

4 

34 

3 

34 

Newnham, - 123 

4 

4 

0 

4 

Monmcuthjhire, Chep- 

flow, - 135 

4 

34 

3 

34 

Newport, 1 5 1 

34 

4 

2 

3^ 

Cowbridge , 175 

34 

4 

3 

34 

Between Btdflol and 

Bath, - 1 1 2 

4 

4 

34 

34 

Wilt {hire, Melkjham, 96 

4 

4 

4 

4 

. 1 — Devijes to 

Salilbitry, - 85 

4 

4 

0 

4 

About Salijbury and 

Rum fey , - So 

44 

3 

2 

34 

Hampjhire, between 

Rumfey and 

cfjefler, - 75 

4 

4 

34 

34 

S 



H&rnp- 
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Places . Difiance. 

Prices. 

Medi 

, Mutt . Beef. 

Veal. 

Miles ; d. 

d. 

d. d. 

Hampfoire , Alres- 


k % YY(S \ 

ford to Farnham, 50 44 

4 

4 4; 

Surry , between Guil- 


ford and Ripley, 26 4* 

4 

0 44 

Effex, Ilford , - 6 4 A 

between In- 

4 

5 4 v 

gate [lone, and 



Chelmsford, - 25 44. 

4 

4 x 4 ' 


In this article of butcher’s me^t, you 
fee there is no fuch variation as in butter, 
except in veal, which is owing to the very 
fame reafon ; the not being able to drive 
calves from a great di fiance to London. 
But in mutton and beef the difference be- ‘ 
tween the capital and near 200 miles 
from it is but little. But this matter will 
appear in the cleai eft light, by the follow- 
ing tables of general mediums : 




d. 

London , and 20 1 

mean price 


miles around 1 

of meat 

j 4 + 

From 20 miles to 60, ditto, 

4 c- 

From 60 to no, 

ditto, 

34 ' 

From 1 10 to 170, 

- ditto, 

34 

'■ Me- 
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Mediums of Mutton and Beef. 


London , and 2p miles. 

" • 4 t d • 

From 20 to 60, 

- 4-5- 

From 60 to 1 10, 

- 4 t 

From no to 170, 

* - 3 r 


From hence it appears, that the diffe- 
rence between London and the cheapest 
places of this journey, in the price of meat 
in general, is i\d. and of mutton and beef 
only 1 d. If we.confider the expences of 
driving, .and what is more, the wade of 
fieffy upon the road, we fhall not be fur- 
.prizad at this, difference. The general 
.medium of the three meats, is 4 *4 
; Of only mutton and beef, 44 d. * 

; In cafe thefe prices fhould be extended, 
hy fuppofition, to the whole kingdom, it is 
proper to remark; that in refpeft of the 
influence of great cities, I was never out 
of it. London affefts the price of wheat 
every where j and though, veal and butter 
were very cheap in Wales , yet the prices 
of them were by no means thofe which 
arpfe from a home confumption alone, as 
l plainly perceived by the great quantities 
S 2 of 
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of provifions bought op in all the little pdrts 
of the St{vern\. by the Briflol market boats/ 
As 1 drove from Cardiff \ I met fuch nUtith' 
bees’ of butchers, with, calves, that I 'in- 
quired if that little town* could conflarht' 
fuch a quantity of- veal? (if was rh&rket- 
day), they told me the boats were neaktyiA 
the river to buy fpr Brijlol. And this wasi 
doubtlels the; cafe with butter, Had ; 
my private tbufinefs then fufffered me to pei 
.uetrate further into Wales* beyond the 
courfe of thefe boats, : and: where no ; turn- 
pike road jexifts, 1 have*/ no doubt but I 
ihould have met with great ( changes ' ih : 
every thing, and fuch as would have given 
rife to fortie very important reflexions. 
I found all the fcnfible people attributed 
the dearnefs of their, country to the turn- 
pike roads ; and reafon (peaks the truth 
of their opinion. I can imagine many 
tra£ts of country, and there are certainly 
fuch in this kingdom, wherein proyifi<j>ns 
.cannot be dear. The inhabitants of 
tracts, are in the fight to keep thdr fepe|.p 
make but a turnpike-road through thpp 
country, and all the cheapnefs vanifhes ;p" 
once. 

J ftt 
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It is not at all to my purpofe here, to 
enter into a difquifition, whether the prices 
of provifions had beft be high or low ; all 
I fiiall fay on that fubjeft is, they had bet- 
ter be excellive high than flu&uating. If 
high prices are a misfortune, I am fure 
they are not fo great a one as fluctuating 
prices. Whatever attempts fhould there- 
fore be made, to lower the prefent prices, 
it ought either to be done in fuch a manner 
as to enfure regularity, or fuffer them to 
take their own courfe. 


Upon the whole. 

we find provifions to 

be on a medium : 



d. 

Bread, 

2 per lb. 

Butter, 

- 6 ’ 

Cheefe, 

3-4 

Meat, 

4 


In refpefr to other articles of a poor 
man’s houfe-keeping, I was not fo parti- 
cular in my inquiries as I fhould be, 
was I to take fuch another journey j how- 
ever, fomething may be gained from the 
articles of candles and firing : 

S 3 Can- 
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Sandies, per lb.\ 


•tb. com, p* bxjfcK 

4 „„ d - - • ,*L‘jdl0 

In Norfolk t - * 7 hiLynn, - * o 7 1 

In' Suffolk, - 7 Coals laid in, - i o' 1 

Qflixi Hedinghatt, 7 Ditto, i o M •• 
< -r- Qraintret <0 ) .. 

Chelmiford, J 7 2 ' ' . 

6 huce/hr, - - 6 — •— ^ _* - © 1 ^ 

la IValtSy * » As mticb 3$*fix oxen .< ,fl ; , 

„ . can draw, $*• ' V 

Hamp/btre , - * ' 7 — — • a“*g' 

'• ' ' Peat, id*. a Mraggoa, bn.". 

• M . ... load. • ., • v 

£ftx, ilfori, - 7i — — _ ' ’ p | r ' 

** Ingatejhnt to \ ~ ' ; r;^rj 

Cbelmifirdy J 7 V . ~ — - ,oij 


f fliould not lay fo imperfeil: , a tabic 
before you, had not the few pfice.^ n jt 
Contains been thofe of counties at a gjre^t 
diftance from each others by which mea^ 
a medium is the more accurately drawi*. 

Pay-labour I fhall lay before youmtfe 
lame manner I have done provisions i; but 
fs the prices vary in fummer, wintet^j^ * 

I think the only way to cotne at a regular 
proportion, is to take the medium of 
winter, fpring, and harveft, Which threC 
prices are every where fpecjfied fthfe 
Tour; and will, I believe^ ‘^ive .^eafty 
the real mean amount of day-labour : the ' 
whole year j but then, as viCtua^pd 
* ' drink, 
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drink, and even board are giyen in fomp 
places, efpecially at harvefl, fome eftimf- 
tipn inuft be fixed upon for this. Ale and 
beer is in many places, within my know*, 
ledge, regularly reckoned at 2d. in the 
Ihilling; however, when I come to fome 
places, where eyder Was drank in common, 
I fhall efteem it at 1 d. and fmall-beer 1 d. 
and a dinner I fhall every where value at 
, 6 d. and a day’s complete board at 10 d, 
befide drink. I am fenfible, 6 d. is ill many' 
places a large allowance for a dinner; but 
1 likewife know feveral others, where 
i s. 6 d. a head would not pay the harvefl; 
ones; fo that oh the whole, 6 d. cannot 
ibe far from the general medium. I fhall 
take no Regular notice of the prices by the 
piece, ttnlefs 'it be at places where little 
.dky-wbrk is done. 

The winter price I reckon, From the 
,moft general observations I have m’ade, to 
iaft from Ottober to March , both inclufive. 
The fpring ditto, from April to the third 
.week in Augufi , both inclufive, and har- 
veft froth the iaft week to the end of Sep- 
tifnbtr. ' The time of beginning and 
ending harvefl may vary, but it every 
yvhere jails, On a medium, five weeks. 

: \ r S 4 Winter 
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Winter is, therefore, 26 weeks. ' 

Spring, - - 21 

Harveft, - -5 . 

Counties and Places . Pay per Week. Medium, 

Di fiance. IVint. Sum . Harv, 

j. <L ‘ xT i/ ? 

17 10 .7 £ 

11 6 7 7 

74 ? 8‘ Q 

14 o "8 , 5 

19 0 11 3 

17 6 ir 7 

17 6 11' z 

17 3 8 \ s 

12 o -7 - 1 

12 9 7 a 

9 o 6, 6 

* Hay time 10 5. but as it Iafts not fo long as fpring 
fJivifion, I call it 8 6 d. They make great earnings 

^hop-work. - ^ 

. U Ditto, 9 s, 6 d. therefore call it 8 s. 6 d. ^ 

§ Ditto, 14 s. but lafis fo little a time, call it (i/« 6 d* 

t Ditto, 12 /. therefore fay 9 s* ; :;i 

f Nine (hillings in hay, fay therefore 7 s. fe d . ; 

Gour\~ 




Norfolk , the 1 m- 7 . , 

y j J 100 6 o 

proved parts, J 


Addles* Sm d • !• d • 

7 P 


Suffolk) between 1 
jfctery and Had - £ 65 

J 

Hedinghamy 55 
Between 1 


6^- 80 

6 6 *8 6 


Braintree and > 40 70 |8 ^6 

Chelmsford, j 
Kent, Bexley f • 

Middlefex, Barnet , 

-Hays, - 


Buekingbamjkire , 7 


High IVycomb^ 
Oxfordshire, Sto - 7 
ken Church, J 

: Bet.Ti tsford \ 

and Oxford, 3 ^ 

• Between 1 

IVoodfock apd £ 65 
Witney , J 


12 10 6 10 6 
10 10 6 §11 6 
12 99 §11 6 

6 o 


3 ° 

40 


%9 o 
6 p 60 
60 +76 

60 6 6 
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Quntits and Platts. , Pay per Week. Medium. 

Dijlance. Wint. Sum. Harv. 

Miles. . s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 

Qlouceflerjhire, 1 g g g 0 , 0 o 5 S 

-Sferhorn, i , 

Shiptpn, - 85 *6 o 7 S+ 10 ° 6 10 

Crhkley , - 9 8 4 6 tS 0 1( ? 0 5 * 

■Between 


Ghuctjltrjkire £115 5 ; 6 6 12 0 " ® 

zad Newnham.j 

• Bet. ditto ? ,g 0 7 o rl o 6 10 


f«° J 13 ° -< 


5 3 


and Chepfl- 

Monmoutbjbirf, V , 
between ditto >146 S 5 60 HP °5 

and Newport, j 

Newport , - 145 5 0 5 0 I® 0 5 * 

Glamorganjhire, ?,_ f 5 0 60 6 0 6 0 

Cpwbridge, S'* 

— Pet. , Sr/- 1 j ,2 6 o 70 6 67 

/hi -and Bath , J 0 7 

Wiitjhire , Melk- 7 ' g - 0 7 3 8 6 6 2 

Jham, j ^ 

— — Bet. £>*- ) 

vifes and S a lif- > 85 5 0 S 0 10 0 

bury . 3 

r Bet. ditto 1 Q 0 r 6 6 9 10 6 6 . S 

and Rumfey , } 

Hampshire, bet. *» , , 

ditto a.nd ^/»4 75 60 6 6 10 o 6 6 

chejier, 3 

* Never ufed before laft winter to be more than 
4 *• ^d. 

•j- Nine (hillings in mowing time and 7 s. in ipring ; 
fo I reckon the medium 7 /. 3 d. 

£ Six (hillings in mowing time. 

$ In hay time 9 s. 

1| But 5 /. but mowing heighten it. 

4 Only 7 s. but mowing and reapiog raife it. 

Ctun. 


Digitized by 


Google 



[ cU ) 

Counties and Places. Pay per IFeel. Media#. 
r « Diflante. Wint. Sum » Harv. 

" Milts, s. d. s. d. s. dm s. ; */. 
Hampjhirefact. AL 1 
resford and Alton f 

- Bet. ditto? 

and Fdtnbam, 3 
Surry, between 1 
' Guilford and > 

3 

« — About ? 

3 

pjfex, Ilford, - 

a Between Ai- ^ 

, gateftone .and > 

Chelmsford, 3 

Thefe mediums, according to the difV 
tance from the capital, are as follow : : 


ss 

7 

O 

7 

O 

*8 

0 

V 

r - r 

X 

-f , 

4 S 

,6 

0 

6 

* 

*6 


1 

.ft 

28 

7 

0 

8 

0 

13 

6 

8 

) u . 

* V 

O 

12 

8 

0 

lit 

0 

18 

0 

10 

. , 

0 

6 

8 

6 

10 

0 

*7 

6 

9 

' | 

it 

1 i 

26 

7 

0 

8 

0 

*5 

, 6 -; - 

* 

J ✓ 

4 


r;r 


S ♦ 
JO 


* 

9 

7 r? 
6,4 

6 :r , ! !8 


Twenty miles around London , 
mean price, - 
From 20 to 60, - - 

From 6o to no, •- 
From no to 170, - 

^General medium, ys. 9 d. per week. 

One remark 1 ifhould make, which Ts, 
that throughout the whole Topr, the’ la- 
bourers earn in the year more than ’ the 

J ■ ,n -llllfll 

* In this and other inftances the daily- ^ayjlsilje 
fame as in winter } bm then th^ mp^iog and 
being dpfie by the piece$ I (late the proportion as ex- 
_a£Uy as I am able. " '"*■ 

6 above 
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a&bvjrfujps, for i every where found that 
much work was done by the piece j now it 
as well known they always earn more in 
that manner than at daily wages ; which 
m the year makes a very confiderable dif<- 
ference : within the extent of my expe- 
rience and information, this difference 
amounts to a full fourth, the proportion 
taken of all forts of work* for if you 
turn over the preceding (heets, you wiH 
find that the prices of the piece-work are, 
in general,, out of proportion to the daily 
prices ; they are fo much higher : and this 
is the cafe, not with any particular coun- 
ty or place, but univerfally. No labourers 
will take work by the piece, without a 
'Certainty of earning more than the com- 
mon pay, in return for working fo mu ch 
harder for themfelves than they da for 
iheir mafters. 

In my own opinion, this circumftancc 
will more than raife the general medium 
7 s. 9 d. to 8 s. ' 

You fee, Sir, by thefe tables, that the 
influence of the capital, in railing the 
price of labour, is prodigious j the diffe- 
rence between the extremes, being no Ids 
pan 4 -r. 6 d. or near three fourths of the 
' loweft 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



[ 268 jJ 

J,owe|t country price. Nor cap any tbp 
leaft reafon be given for this. At Londffi 
the bread is eat as cheap as any yyh.ere, and 
meat only id. per lb. dearer than the 
.cheapeft part of the country; the: price 
provifions, therefore, has nothing tudp 
with labour. The vaft populoufne^ . of 
London and its neighbourhood, ought to 
lower the price of labour; alnd did not tl}p 
debauched life of its inhabitants, occafipn 
them to be more idle than in the cpuntry^ 
it would have that effeft : .but the yei^y. 
maxims and principles upon which life 
.founded in great cities, are, the fpo^. 
powerful of all enemies to common, induik 

tr y^ .. .. • \.. ; i uou 

. But it .is not only on, a geperalview^. 

.that a want of proportion between labour 
and provifions is found ; for it if the fa pip 
at particular places, where provifions prp 
the cheapeft, it will not be fqund that 
labour is the fame. , ) iy , 

Upon comparing the prices of both,, 
they will be found fo various, that chance, 
alone feems to guide then? : this randppi 
.variation, however, has nothing tp • idp 
with the rife of prices, the pearer you ^1- 

. , ' ■' . ... . ,.pw* 
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'pr$a<& '"Lbndton ; as it is tegular, and haf 
£11 evident'and powerful caufe. " ' 
^Politicians ate fo clear in their opinion,’ 
that low prices of labour are of the utrhoft? 
importance' to all trading ftates; that 1 
mu ft be allowed to exprefs my amazement/ 
at the legiflature’s fuffering the capital fo 
increafe in the prodigious manner it has 
done of late. If London , as it is calcu- 
lated, cotitains one fixth part of the na- 
tion Tone fixth of the nation’s labour' is 
thereby raifed near three fourth of its 
price - and another vaft rife, is tp the 
diffarice of near too miles j and this 
amouhts do a third. All this is upon d 
fbppofition, that the influence of the capiJ 
tal does hot reach 175 miles,- which there 
ifc no reafon to believe the cafe- but as 
that was the furtheft point of the Tour*, 
arid of courfe labour the cheapeft,’ it is 
taken as the uninfluenced mean; was- it 
extended to a much greater diftance, this 
influence of London would appear yet 
Wronger. If a low price of labour is a 
fribilc benefit ^ fure 'the fize of London ' is a 

public' evil!' 1 with thefe inquiries were 

r^ufarly extended, even to the Highlands 
pf Scotland and the weftern ifles j. fueh a 

journey 
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journey would afford plenty of mdttfcrftf * 
enlarging upon thefe fubjeds.— ~Were | 
not fearful of being too tedioo^, I fliOuld 
extend, thefe reflexions further j hot for 
fo Ihort a tour I hare been voluminous 
enough j I fhall therefore pafs on to ma- 
nufacturers. Of their Earning? I Ihafl 
give you a little lketch; 

Eavenhain, fays and cali man goes* 4. > 4, 
earn per week, on a medium, . ' 

the year round, . - 5 g 

Sudfary, hurying-crape, $V. 7 6 

Etedingbam, , hays and fays, - 7 . x> 

Braintree, fays and druggets,. 6 o 

Witney , piece-goods. and blankets, if n 

Ghueefier, pins, ! t it o 

Wtlton, carpets, - - . -» • it o 

Salisbury flannels and linfeys, fl q 

ratinets, - - - 9 0 

Wodl-combers every where, onan ;; - 
average, - - • - 13: -0 

Medium earnings in the Euft of 
England ■, from Lavenbam to ' 
Braintree 1 inelufive, - b b 

In the Well, at Witney and Ghu- 

•cefier, - - - •it' io 

In the South, Wilton, Salijbury, iViIt ; 
and Rurnfey, ' * - O' 4 

Me- 
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J^Jedium of laborer? pay in the j. 4 . 
i Eaft, about thp above manu-' 

. . faCtaringtowns and neighbour- 
• hoods, tafccn from the table, 
page 264, t - - 8 o 

Ditto, abound thofe in the Weft, 5 10 

pitto, thofe in the. South, - .60 

. ' ; s. a. 

General medium of manufacturers, 8 5 

Ditto, of /labourers, - - - 7 9 

S * - L 

The former fuperior by - o 8 

JN. #. The Woodjlock manufactures, earn 
• v infinitely more than any j but I leave 
... them o£t* becaufe their number is, very 
. fo?all, and their work a matter qf iiK$e 
- efegance. ' 

, You obferve that I have eontrafted the 
earnings of labourers and manufacturers 
in the Ea(V Weft, and: South of Jingh$d> 
J did* this for a reafon which 1 (halt now 
explain.; , :; 

Jn the Weft oiM-nglafidi the Iafe riots on 
•account of the high prices of proyiftaas, ran 
higher and were more violent than in any 
parttof the kingdom. As I palled through . 
thefe parts, I made many inquiries COU^ 

, cenftng the rioters, and found that they 

in 
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ih geheral ednfifted of manufaCtufefs ;*i-» 
that the labourers among them ; were 4n-- 
ftigated by the manufacturers, Who. : wer tf- 
not only infinitely the moff mnfteroU§, but - r 
were thofe who began. 

I was not at all furprized at this 
mation j which) from its : genercilify,*'-!' 
have great reafon to believe true. In the 
South of England likewife, about tHe above 
named manufacturing towns’ was nrttik 
riotingj and alfo by manufacturers, few > 
labourers among them. In the Eaft too,* 
was ar riot, particularly at Lofig Mr{fot0; 

&c. between Sudbury and Lavefibarti j ^thiff 
was compofed of labourers 1 , remarkafely'fo; 1 
for they gathered like a flow -ball, at'al- 
moft every farm -yard they came to. 5 . 

Now, Sir, remark the comparifons- 
above drawn up, between the manufec*-- 
turer’s and labourer's pay )— *there you 
will find, that in the Weft arid SoUth 3f 
England, the manufacturers earn nine and ’ 
eleven (hillings ; the labourers five and ' 
fix' (hillings. The former were thofe who* 
rioted. ' ■ ‘• r " * 

In the Eaft the -manufacturers earrf (rst 
6 d. the labourers 8 s. The latter if'fre 
thofe who rioted. ‘ 

Very 
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, V&f •& * i - my to 

a/feit ©r . bi»t, that our poor art $99 well 
paidr-nrl JUjl fenfifefe that tjfcft 49 much 
wrel^ih^aiiioBg^ fame of them, which 
ought fio he alleviated 5 hut I muft at ttys 
fame time afiert, 119(9 and puW* d#ur- 
bancetf farm no jtfft rotes to judge by. If 
the ahoW flate of the cafe* candidly drawn 
up, &<m the beftduformatiou jcOtfM get, 
doesnet atteaft prove this * I am fore it 
praxes; nothing. . „ , i 

It war always myj$fknkiA> jjMwi.tape- 
rience confirms it ;< jthat iobtr and induf- 
triowa workroea, ofao.y fott x never riot. 
In aH ocpnpatkHas, .there will he idle* 
drunken, unfbttj§4 and. diforderiy per- 
fbns« a few of thefe getting together, and 
talking, over thf foamefi cf prwijknti 
(which prefenliy becomes a cant term 
among them^ i&flame each other, and 
all of . their own ftamp j . they know a 
riot is- their beft diverfion; . to ftroll in a 
party about the country, eating and drinkr 
ing at .free coft, and having no work, to do 
but mifehief, fuks fuch geniufes to a hair : 
and cate riot is no fooner kicked up, than 
the news oceaftons many others. But 
what are the effe&s of all this ?— rWhy the 

T * price 
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price of provifions is d topic bandied about, 
from one fide of the kingdom to the other j 
with abundance of rhetorical flourilhes, 
on the diftrefTes of the poor rioters, until, 
at laft the reality of their complaints is 
taken for granted ; they are pitied in pro- 
portion to the degree of their plundering 
and burning; and our ftatefmen are cla- 
moured into meafures.— But let me avoid 
Aiding into the myfterious region of poli- 
ticks: I mean to deal in fads alone; hap- 
py when I can difcover them pure and 

unalloyed with prejudice. _ 

Whatever may be your opinion of this 
point, the Price of Provifions, let me re- 
queft that you would not give any credit 
to the pleas of rioters. You may have 
good reafons for thinking either way ; but 
let not thefe lawlefs plunderers, who aie 
univerfally the very ikum, and rift raff or 
their neighbourhood, have the leaft effect 
•upon your opinions. The more iuch te - 
•lows earn, the more fucceeding time and 
money they have for the ale-houfe am 
diforderiy meetings; and of courfe moie 
in their power to do mifchief. But to 
have done with this difagreeable fubjeck , 
Labour in fome parts of the kingdom is 
certainly too low ; in the Weft of England, 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



«7v5 1 

for inftance, to have it at feveral places folow 
as 5 or 6 s. the year round, bears no propor- 
tion to the prices of neceflaries. If any thing 
could juftify riots* it was the low earnings 
of thele : labourers* and not thole of the ma- 
nufacturers, whorcould earn twice as much. 
I am, by no means, a competent judge of 
what ought to bp. the price of labour; but 
it is clear enough to me, that this price is 
as much too low, as that about the capital 
is too high. 

It is worthy of remark, that the general 
medium of manufacturers, is 8</. a week 

pjofp than labourer’s; and that without 
ifl the very great earnings of wopl- 

, Before I fyiilh thefe remarks, I (hall add 
at few words on the experimental agricul- 
ture I met with. I wifli 1 had been more 
fortunate in falling upon a greater num- 
ber of trials, out of the common road ; 
fbfi fuch as I found, yield but very little 
, pflejprrpinate knowledge. Lucerne is the 
; , principal plant which thofe gentlemen cul- 
. whpfe trials I viewed ; 

At H improved 1 

; at ‘Toftocb, I Maintains two cows 
near Bury ; in drills l per acre all fummer. 
, two feet afunder, J 

T 2 At 
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At Lavenbam in 
drills two feet 
afunder, 


Anfwered finely in 
a burning fum- 
mer. 


At Hadleigb, Doflor jTen horfes and five 
' Tamers ; five acres (, cows maintained all 
broadcaft, \ fummer. 

At ditto, Mr. New- J Gut once oftener than 
comb's, tranfplanted 1 Dr. 'fanners-, but did 
three feet four r not yield fo much in 
inches, J quantity. 

Between Shorn and! Very fine crops, on 
Gravefend , broad- v, land at twenty fltil- 
caft, y lings per acre. 

At Wilton , drills one a Fine crop, reckoned a 
foot afunder, ^ great improvement. 

Mr. Baldwin s an Wag above two f ee t 
Clapham-, drills two j hj . and ha d been 
feet afunder, and y - 


cut once; anfwered 
greatly. 


afunder, 

tranfplanted at dit- 
to, 

At Luxborough-, 
tranfplanted three (.Very fine, 
feet four inches, J hh/aw 

-j Three acres fed eight 


At Ilford broad- 
caft and drilled, 


horfes ; broadcaft 
double quantity to 
drills. 

I am 
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I am fenfible that fuch general exprelV 
lions asmoft of thefe, amount to but little 
fatisfa&ion; however, it is obfervable, that 
the determinate intelligence, as that at 
To/iock, Hadkigb , and Slfafd, proves Lucerne 
to be an object of great — — - of very great 
importance. My materials will allow me 
fo add no more. As to Burnet, Timothy, 
&c. &c. the experiments on it ace too few 
to decide any thing. 

I cannot conclude, without again ' re- 
peating, what I have mentioned- more thari 
once; that you moft not expect the au- 
thority of fitch a jodrney as mine, to be 
equivalent tp a general and comprehenfive 
view of the whole ifland, founded as much 
:jtp^n > fai\ s ! 2 s the reflections which 1 have 
drawn from, this little Tour. The extent 
, in%fpation has not been great} 
but I natter myfelf that I have not ne- 
glected to turn it to fame little ufe. 

Was any one to follow my example, fo 
far as to take minutes of a joprnCy ; he 
would, doubtlefs, profit by my errors and 
iOnaWIiona^ and be (as I (hould myfelf, in 
•xafi^T'was accidentally to take another) 
%or'e particular and methodical in hjs in- 
quiries, and that, slpeeially, at die hegin- 
T 3 ning 


rn 
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ning of his journey : but with whatfoever 
Jpirit he profecuted fuch a plan, he would 
have full employment for it ; and if I may 
judge from my own experience, would not 
find the gaining a variety of intelligence a 
bufinefs of little fatigue, or fmall expence. 
Nothing of this kind could give me more 
fatisfaCtion, than to fee a univerfal know- 
ledge of the prefent ftate of the rural ceco- 
nomy and manufactures of the whole 
kingdom publifhed for the general good. 
I make no doubt but you will agree with 
me in wi filing for fuch a work, how little 
reafon foever there is to expeCt it *. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Your’s very fincerely. 

The houfes which particularly merit 
a comparifon, are Holkham , Houghton , Blen- 
heim , Wilton , and Wavjiead. 

In point of the beauty of architecture, 
Holkam and Wanjlead rank firft ; but which 

* The noblemen’s houfes, defcribed in the preceding 
fheets, form a fubjeft of no importance, but perhaps 
of fome little amufement ; in this light, I venture to 
offer the /ketch of a comparifon between them, which 
need not difguft any reader by its inutility ; as he mqy 
threw afide the book without reading this note. 

* i _ r 
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-.©f tbefeihavs the preference* is a queftion, 
C 3»yhicli : by raany would be. varioufiy deter- 
-.minetfr In ray opinion, B olkham is the 
- molt; beautiful j for notwithftanding the 
. front of Wanfiead is abfolutely uniform, and 
commanded at one ftroke of the eye, ad- 
vantages . Helka/n does not poffefs, in 
confuting of parts, which, though uniform 
with each other, form not one fimple 
,whole j yet there is fuch a light elegance 
, in the pile ; fuch an airinefs, that one 
would fwear it moved ; I cannot there- 
fore but prefer it. Wilton is fo very ir- 
regular, that one cannot fpeak of its 
architecture m a general ftilej but Inigo 
Jones's part is very fine. Houghton is a 
magnificent edifice, but it is heavy; 
not, however, to come within a thou- 
fand degrees of Blenheim ; which is a 
Quarry, and yet confifts of fuch innu- 
merable and trifling parts, that one would 
think them the fragments of a rock jum- 
' bled' together by an earthquake. 

As to their fize, I am ignorant which is 
the largeft houfe : However the following 
Jketch will difplay it, at leaft in the propor- 
tion to what is fhewn ; which I take gene- 
rally to ^niount to 4 II that is worth feeing. 

Rooms. 
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Roc ms. 

Hall, 

Saloon* 

Drawing 

room. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto* 

Dining- 

room, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Breakfaft 

room, 

Library, 

Statue- 

gallery, 

Ball-R. 

Bed^cha 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Dreffing 

room, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Holhcrm. 

Houghton 

Blenheim Wilton. 

\Wcmfleai. 

Leng. fire 

Ler?g. Bre. 

Leng . B, e 

.\Leng. 

Bre . 

fcU? 48 

t+o 40 

+53 44 ' 5 ° 2 * 

53 

45 

42 27 

§,0 30 

* 4 t 33 t§ 6 ° 3 C 

1 

3 ° 

30 

33 22 

30 2t 

28 28 

*t 3 ° 3 C 

2 7 

27 

33 22 

30 2\ 

35 25 


30 

25 



35 25 


tt 40 

27 



25 25 


27 

27 

28 28 

’O 21 

** 

4S 

2 7 

2 7 


t+3.° 21 



25 

25 





40 

27 





40 

35 



24 24 

' * «S rr 

30 

25 % 

50 2! 

2li 22! 

180 43 

1 t 



114 22 


- 








75 

27 

30 2? 

2li 22* 


30 2 5 

2 4 

20 

24 22 

2 J* 22i 



2 5 

22 

21 2 1 

I 22 < 13 



27 

22 

21 21 

18 18 



2 7 

22 

21 2 1 






21 21 






*-’4 7 2 

l6; 

2t 24 

25 2 5 

27 

2 5 

28 24 

,t 2Z i 21 



26 

1 st 

22 21 






22 21 






22 21 






22 21 







tt 4 8 High, i 40 Ditto, f Ditto. § 40 Ditto. 
* 45 Ditto. 30 Ditto. 30 Ditto, Called, 
improperly, the Antichamber. ** Not feen. 

44 - Called the Marble Parlour. * Called the Land- 
fcape-Room. + Called the Cabinet. 

I Tfcere appears a deficiency of drcffing-rooms at 
IVanJlcad ; but it fhould be remembered, there are four 
d» a wing-rooms and four dining-rooms, fome of them 
adjoining the bed-chambers. 

Rooms. 
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Rooms*. 

Holkam, Houghton. x 

Blenheim 


ler.g. Bn, 

Leng. Brt • 

Lcng. Brs . 

Anti- 




chamber. 

21 21 



Ditto, 

21 2 f 



Ditto, 

2X *1 



Hunting- 




room, 




Totals, 

749 5" 

350 295 

N 

CO 

♦ 


1260 

6 4S 

1 V9 


Wlltiru IVttnjif'id 

ler.g. Ere. Ler.g. Brt » 


25 


265 18460O 4,76 

449 I io 7.6 


Blenheim hall and library, Wilton faloon, 
and Holkam ftatue-gallery, are the fineft 
rooms in thefe houfes. 

In refpeft of complete apartments ; of 
bed-chambers and drelfing-rooms, Holkam 
and Wanjiead, fome would think, nearly on 
a par, the latter four, the former fix; but 
the latter are much the beft rooms. 5 in- 
clude four rooms at Watijlead. which in the 
table are called either dining or drawing- 
rooms ; the advantage, however, is on 
the fide of Holkam. 

A ball-room is found at Wanjlead. alone. 

Holkam chapel (not mentioned in the 
table) is preferable to that at Blenheim. 

As to the deficiencies of thefe houfes, 
they appear at one view, in the table. But 
I muft remark in general, that no houfel 
have yet feen is perfect by. many degrees. 
Suppofe one was to be formed out of all 
. thefe j take the ftiellof Holkam, and ima- 
J- g«ne 
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glne it to contain Bknbeim -hai^and 
brary, Wilton faloon, ' Wanftead baliUraoni 
and large dining-rtjom ; befidcs: every 
thing it has already, it would be infinitely 
finer than it is; butiftiil it would ivanttt 
mufic-room and a pi<5Fure.gaIIeTyi *. Tftfe 
laft is an infinite addition to a great 
houfe, but the' former i is' intlifpenfibfe?: 
I cannot allow any.to be nearly ccDmpkfe 
without one. Of all luxuries] raone* is 
more elegant than ?tfiis charkningjuctr; pic- 
tures and ftatues may be difpofefr'.m any 
room ; but mufic in perfection, rauftha\£c 
One appropriated to it— rinorrcan lafiy 
furniture be more magnificent; , than what 
ought to adorn fitch a room. Anrorgartfis 
one ftriking article. • . *00 

t -Upon the whole, Hslkam is - not- toitAy 
the largeft, but undoubtadiy . the belt 
houfe. ’> ", ■ ' aT 

• M E MORA ND XJ*Mi r > 

I never, went any jour h ey, without find- 
ing the want of a knowledge: of cthe inns 
rhefore I fet out. ■ -The following ; flight 
mention of thbfe I ftopt.at,* may be of 
fome ufe to others ; who travel the, Janie 
road. - • ’ 7/ : ;:i 

- Hoik am. Leicejler+j&mS '. ; Gltan* aciyil, 
and reafonable. : . 

Fa- 
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Farbnham. jR ed-Lyon. Good. ; * 

Lynn. Dukes-Head. Exceeding civil and 
reafonable. 

Stoakl. Crbwa. Ditto. , 

Thetford. Bell. Good.- 
jBuRY. i Angel. Very civil and reasonable. 
Lave nh am. S’wan. CwW and reafonable. 
Hableigh . George. Ditto. 

8udbury. Crown. Ditto. ' 1 
Castle-Hedingham. Bell. Clean and 
v ’ rieafqnahle. 

Braintree. Horn.. Very clean and civil. 
Chelmsford. Black^Boy. Clean, but dear. 
Tilbury. King's-Head. Very civil and 
very reafonable. 

Barnet. Red-Lyon. Good and reason- 
able. 

'Wycomb. Antelope. Exceeding good; civil, 
and not unreafonable. 

Tetsford. Swan. Good. 

Oxford. ; ; Angel . . Ditto. 
bVSfoojiaTocK. , Bear. Ditto, and very 
reafonable. 

;i]bfafRTH'JhEACH. KingstHead. > Very bad 
o $<• andt very dear: > ■ 

' tOLoirc e strr . King’s-Head. Very good, 
icivil, and reafonable. 

Newnham. ‘The Paffage-Houfe. Very bad 
’ and dear. v 

- i- •• Chep- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



I 4^4 J 

Chepstow.. Jhree^Qranes. Good, civilj 
.and reafonable. 

Newport. Wejlgate-Houfe. Ditto. 

Cardiff. White+Lyon. Bad; 

Ditto. Angel.' Worfe; 

Cowbridge. Bear. Middling j but ver^ 
civil and reafonable. 

Bristol. Wbite-Lyon, Good.; but very 
dear. " ’ 

Bath. Three-tfuns. Good. 

Devises. Bear. Exceeding/ good, and 
remarkably civil. 

Salisbury. Tbree^Lyons. Good) hut very 
dear. 

Rumsey. Bell. Good. 

Winchester. George. Dirty and dear j 
but civil. 

Alrrsforb. Swan. Good, clean, tsndf 
civil. 

Wanstead. Eagle. Good. 

Ditto. Bujh. Impertinent and dirty. 

Ilford* RedrLyon. Civil, clean, and 
very reafonable. 

EurntAV ood. White-Hart. Good, . dead, 
reafonable, and civil. — But the lize 
and goodnels of the boujes, are not 
taken minutely into the account. 

FINIS * 
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